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% MON, the son of Jonah, a native 
of Bethsaida in Galilee, where he be- 
came acquainted with our Saviour, was 
settled at Capernaum, a city on the 
lake of Gennesareth, at which place 
he exercised the occupation of a fish- 
erman, and was probably at that time a 
married man. 

These scanty memoirs of the origin 
and early life of Simon, are little cal- 
culated to amuse curiosity. We have 
here a specimen of the biographical 
style of the sacred penmen; who all 
conspire in one design, and whether 
they write of Abraham, of Paul, or of 
Peter, mean to lead us to the know- 
lece of Christ, from whom those great 
men derived every valuable distinction. 
Whatsoever 1s irrelevant to this end, 
however curious or interesting, seems 
to be consigned to oblivion, Keeping 
this remark in view, as we delineate 
the character and record the life of Si- 
mon, it shall be our endeavour to illus- 
trate the grace and power of the Re- 
deemer, as they were displayed in that 
Apostle. 

There is room to conjecture, that, 
previously to Simon’s acquaintance 
with Jesus, he had been a disciple of 
John the Baptist, and, under his in- 
structions had become acquainted with 
that repentance towards God, which is 
the best preparative to faith in Christ. 
This conjecture we found on the cir- 
cumstance of his brother Andrew be- 
ing one of the two disciples of John, to 
whom he pointed out Jesus Christ as 
the Lamb of God; as well as upon the 
readiness Simon shewed to wait on Je- 
sus, and the distinguished reception 
he met with from him. No sooner had 
Andrew ascertained that Jesus was the 
Messiah, than he announced the dis- 
covery to Simon, as to one who also 
eagerly looked forward to his advent, 





MUSCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


Hi LIFE OF SIMON PETER, THE APOSTLE. 


and would hail with joy the rising of 
that bright Morning Star. Nor was 
he deceived. Loving the truth and 
anxious for farther manifestations of it, 
Simon instantly accompanied his bro- 
ther to Jesus; and was received by 
him in such a manner, as seems to 
prove his integrity, as well as to pre- 
dict the lustre of his future character. 
lor as soon as Jesus beheld him, he 
said, Zhou art Simon, the son of Jonah; 
thou shalt be called Cefihas, a stone, or 
rock. If these considerations, conncct- 
ed with the idea, that the grand object 
of John’s mission was to prepare a peo- 
ple for the Lord, and the probability 
that Jesus would select some of his 
disciples from the school of that vene- 
rable prophet, appear sufficient to jus- 
tify our conjecture, we have here an 
exemplification of one grand rule of 
Christ's moral government, Zo hin 
that hath shall be given, but from him 
that hath not, shall be taken away even 
that which he hath. 

Soon after this interview, as Simon 
and Andrew were fishing on the lake, 
Jesus invited them to become his fol- 
lowers, with the assurance, that he 
would raise them from their humble 
occupation, to the nobler employment 
of fishers of men. This promise, intel: 
ligible as it is to us, was probably, at 
that time, somewhat enigmatical to 
them, as their prejudices respecting 
the temporal reign of the Messiah, na- 


turally led to the misconstruction of 


our Lord’s figurative language. Ne- 
vertheless, their hearts being prepared 
for the good seed of God’s word, and 
believing at the same time Jesus to be 
the Messiah, they yielded him a free 
obedience; though without well under 
standing the nature of his kingdom, 0 
to what extent he meant to engag° 
their services, 
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turally led to the misconstruction of 
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vertheless, their hearts being prepared 
for the good seed of God’s word, and 
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t us pause, in order to make a 
character of 


Lec 


oy observations on the 
syoa, as wellus on the extraordinary 
peocedure of Divine Providence, in 

iccttue the Apostles of Cirisuanity 
fron annoys the fishermen of Gaitice. 
History we are per- 

sketch the foliow- 


[row the tsospel 
havs authorized to 
Ing OULUINE of Simon’s 


qaardy and muscular frame, he seems 


character.— Lo 


fo uave un ted a Clear and VI2OroUs tlie 
derstandins ; Wainproved, indeed, by 
human science, but wot wholly ancul- 
tivated, nor uninstracted in the law of 
the Lord. His lagenuous nature seems 
tohave known no diswuise. His ima- 
gination fervid, his heart tee.ing, his 
nassions strony, his spirit bold and de- 
cisive, he was ever prompt to speak 
and toact; but from such a modifica- 
tion of character he was ioo frequently 
betrayed into fauits, which are seen 
and avoided by minds [ittie cap ible of 
those generous feelings, which flou- 
rished in the breast of Simon. Upon 
this Character, piety stamped genuine 

ceiving it Ws true direction, 


worth: , s 


and rendering bim willing to be taught, 
wand apt to learn. Such was the man, 
whose fire the lowly Jesus was to tem- 
ber, Whose rasiiness he was to correct, 
whose self-confidence he was to cast 
down, and on whose tervid and bold 

itt he was to enrralt the meekness 
theavenly wisdom 

‘To the intellivent Christian, the wis- 
dom of Jesus Christ tn the selection of 
his Apostles, needs no justification. 
He traces in it the hand, 
which created the world from nothing, 
He sees the mouths of infidels shut, 
the fish- 


sume 


who would persuade us, that 
crmen of Galilee were equal to the 
lubrication of the glorious Gospel. and 
to the task of imposing its authority on 
the learned and the great, the rich and 
the wise. Athens and Jerusalem, 
in the days of our Saviour as In our 
On, learning and philosophy were lit- 
le connected with humbie e inquiry and 
sober theught. The Jew drivelled, 
ad the Greek raved Then, as now, 
the hercest and proudest opponents of 
Ut humbling faith, were the boasted 
Uisciples of science and philosophy. 
Galilean fishermen were more docile 


Christ. Obsery. No. 3. 


Life of Simon Peter, the Apostle. 145 


in learning the self-denying doctrines 
of the cross, than the schoiars of Ga- 
malicl were in unlearning the preju- 
dices they had imbibed fiom their 
master. We theretore conciude, not 
Oniy ihat the truth of Christianity was 
More strovely asserted, and the power 
of God more ilijustriously dispiayed, 
by their appointinent; but that lhey 
were, ib bevts the fittest Instruments 
Which the Jewish nation, at that time, 
furnished, and probably, for various 
reasons, (he fittest Instruments which 
liuman nature, in its present state, in 
way age or ln any Country, could tur- 
nish, 

flere, however, there is a danger of 
pushblog our conclusions to unwarrant- 
abie lengths. ‘Phe partial advoca'es 
lmiearned miutstry should re- 
member, that the gift of tonzues su- 
perseded the paintal discipline of 
schools and coliexes; aud that the lu- 


ol ab 


minous and energetic inspirations of 
the Spirit, would be deg 
parison with the slow deductions of 
reason, or the cold productions of me- 
chanical rhetoric. We, who claim no 
such aids, must be content to burn our 
lamp, and to ply our studies; never 
however losing sight of this solemn 
truth, that it is the exclusive preroga- 
tive of religion, to make us truly wise, 
and good, and useful, and happy. 

As a previous step to his exaltation 
to the Apostleship, Simon was cailed to 
a personal attendance on our Saviour. 
Under this great teacher, he was to be 
emptied of himself, and freed from 
those inveterate Jewish prejudices, 
which were likely to take strong hold 
ofa mind censtituted like hits. His 
rude manners were also to be humon- 
ized by the benign converse of his 
Lord. From him he was to learna 
doctrine without error. In him he 
was to behold an example without spot, 
And thus was be fitted, in common 
with the other Apostles, to receive 
the mantle of their ascending Lord. 
Would to God, that our young candi. 
dates for Holy Orders, considered well 
the solemn responsibility of the office 
to which they ! Then wouid 


raded by 4 come 


aspire ° 

they feel the force of “i words of Mo- 

ses; Send by whom thou wilt send, bus 
U 
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send not by me. Or, if animated by a 
poruon of isatah’s fire, they trecly of- 
fered toeir services In the sunciuary, 
they woud, at least, be sensibie of the 
Necessity of themselves previously un- 
dervoing a strict discipline in- the 
scnool of Christ, betore they stood 
forth as teachers and exampies of the 
flock. 

Abouta year after Simon became 
the Disciple of Jesus, the miraculous 
powers of his Master were displayed 
on two occasions, which neatly con- 
cerned bim. His wife’s mother was 
raised froin a sick bed, and honoured 
with an opporunity of evincing her 
gratitude, by ministering to Him, who 
had restorea her io health. But though 
this specics of miracie was calculated 
to produce the strongest sense of per- 
sonal obligation, it secms (perhaps 
from the commonness of its occur- 
rence) by no means to have affected 
his mind with the wonder. awe, and 
faith, which were produced by the mi- 
raculous draught of fishes. 

For when Simncn, who had been fruit- 
lessly toiling all night, and who, with- 
out any hope of success, had reluctant- 
ly let down his net once more, at the 
command of Christ, saw that the 
draught of fishes was so great as to 
break the nets, and to fill both the 
ships till they began to sink, his asto- 
nishment was inexpressible; and the 
fervid piety of bis mind discovering it- 
self in his expressions, he threw him- 
selt at the feet of his master, and ex- 
claimed, Depart from me, for Lama 
sinful man, O Lord! But our Saviour 
cheered the humbled spirit of his ser- 
vant, and both to confirm and illustrate 
the promise originally made to him, 
said, Fear not; from henceforth thou 
shalt catch men. And no sooner had 
Simon and Andrew, and James and 
John, brought their ships to land, than 
they loid aside the trade of fishermen, 
and wholly devoted themselves to the 
service of Christ. By this miracie, 
Simon was taught to whom he was to 
look for direction in his ministry, and 
to whom he was to ascribe the glory 
of its success. 

Not long after, our Saviour thought 
proper to initiate his Disciples into 
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the ministry for which they were de. 
signed, and to set them apart for it py 
a suietin ordination. Lhe process of 
this important lrausaction Geserves our 
notice. First, he excites the pity of 
his Disciples for the perishing suuls 
of sinners, by puluting out to them the 
depioracie state of the multitudes who 
flocked to lis ministry, Lut who were 
us sheep scatlered, and without a shcp. 
herd. He then rouses their zeal, by 
remarking, that the harvest was pien- 
teous, Liough the labourers were few; 
and exhorts them to pray to the Lord 
of the harvest, to send forth more la- 
bourers Into bis harvest. Wohen dis- 
posiidions suitable for their work had 
been thus raised in thei, he himself 
reured to a mountain to pray for them, 
Having spent the night in intercession, 
in the morning he collected his Dis- 
ciples, and from their number selecied 
twelve, whom he named Aposiles, and 
whom he invested with power to cast 
out unclean spirits, and to heal every 
manner of disease. Simon had the 
honour to be the first nominated; and 
on this occasion he pubiicly reccived 
from our Lord the distinguished ap- 
pellation of Cephas, or Peter, which 
was descriptive of the strength of his 
character, as well as in allusion to his 
being one of those twelve spiritual 
stones, on which the Church was to be 
founded, Jesus Christ being the head 
stone of the corner. How interesting 
is the scene! The fainting sheep and 
the sympathizing shepherd, the pray- 
ing Disciples and their interceding 
Lord, form a picture which every 
Christian Bishop, and every candidate 
for Iloly Orders, should ever have be- 
fore his eyes. 

The next incident we shall mention, 
as serving to throw any particular light 
on the character of this great Apostle; 
took place immediately after our Sa- 
viour had made an astonishing display 
of his power, in the multiplication of a 
few loaves and fishes. Having sent bis 
Disciples across the lake in the ship 
which attended him, he dismissed the 
multitude, and retired, as was his fre- 
quent practice, alone, into a mountall 
to pray. But at the fourth watch © 


the night, while the Apostles we? 
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oniuiy rowing against a contrary 
wit aid hish sea, Jesus went to them 
waking on tae water. Neither their 
couraye, hor their picty, nor their mi. 
racuious gifts, could sustain the shock 
of this wonderful spectacle; but they 
were troubled, saying, ft is a spirit, 
and cried out through fear. But our 
Saviour’s well known voice soon calm- 
ed their terror, J¢ ze J, said he. de not 
efraid. Mark the rapid and violent 
transition which took place in their 
minds, and learn to guard against such 
transitions. St. Peter had probably, 
the moment before, been strongly api- 
rated with fear. He is now rapt in ad- 
miration 6f the power of his Lord, and 
is even possessed by a desire to prove 
the streneth of his faith. by walking 
with him on the sea. Hurried away 
by his ardent feelings, and not reflect- 
ing, whether he had any warrant for 
this adventurous display of faith, or 
whether in attempting it he acted trom 
right motives, he exclaimed, Lord, if 
it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the 
water. Hereceived the permission he 
solicited, leaped on the water, and, sus- 
tained by Qmnipotence, walked on the 
waves to go to Jesus. But when he 
observed the boisterous wind, he was 
afruid, and beginning to sink, he cried 
Lord, save me! And immediately Je- 
sus stretched out his band, with this 
eeutie reproot, O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt ? 

We have already censured the self- 
confidence of St. Peter in this attempt ; 
but le: not the frigid son of syllogism 
and demonstration deride the error of 
this lustrious Apostle. It was an er- 
ror which none buta St. Peter was like- 
ly to commit; and he, who seeth not 
as man seeth, tenderly turned his cen- 
sure, rather to the weakness of Peter’s 
faith, than to his presumption of its 
strength Yet happy had it been for the 
Apostle, if this impressive lesson had 
precluded the necessity of that more 
humiliating one, which he afterwards 
received in the palace of the High 
Priest. 

The next morning. Jesus preached 
‘0 the people in the Synagogue at Ca- 
Pernaum, when many of those were 
resent, who, the day before, would 
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have made him a king; and endea- 
voured to shew them what was the true 
nature of his kingdom. He proposed 
himself to them us the true manna, 
and the living bread, which he would 
give for the life of the world; and tdis 
deciaration he peremptorily confisme 


ed, by saying, Accept ye eat the flooh of 


the Son of man, and drink his blued, ye 
have no lifein you. But ihe decuises 
ofthe atonement and faith in Chiist, 
which were couched under this bighiy 
figurative language, appeared to ihe 
people unintelligible and absurd; and 
so generally were they oflended, that 
from that time, many of his Liscifiles 
went buck, and walked no more with 
Him. On this occasion, Jesus addres. 
sed to the twelve this pathetic Inquiry, 
Nid ye also go away? Though proba. 
biy they also were amazed at lis duce 
trine, yet the miracle of the last night 
was too recent to allow them lo enter- 
tain a doubt of his divine authoriy, 
and St. Peter answered, with his con- 
stitutional ardour, Lord, to whom shull 
we go? Thou hast the words of eternal 
life: And we believe and are sure that 
thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv- 
ing God. Toconfirm bis Apostles in 
this fundamental point of Christianity, 
Jesus soon after asked them, Whom do 
men say that Tam? and after he had 
heard the various opinions which were 
in circulation, he put the question, dué 
whom say ye that I am? Here again 
the zealous Peter fervently replied, 
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. Our Lord immediately 
avows the character which St. Peter 
had ascribed to him, applauds the faith 
which, under the form of a servant, 
could recognise the Only Begotten of 
the Father, pronounces him blessed, 
and declares that this grand discovery 
was not the effect of human saguacity, 
but of divine revelation. Then, in al- 
lusion to the name he had given him, 
Jesus added, Zhou art Peter, and ufion 
this rock Iwill build my Church. and the 
gates of hell shal! not frrevati against it, 
And I will give unto ther the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loge 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven 
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So warm a testimony could not fail 
to set St. Peter very high in the esti- 
Matton of the other Disciples ot our 
Lord; and it seems to have had the 
eflect of him too high in his 
Of this he not long after gave a 
Jesus having 


Pulsille 
own. 
strong indication, For 
estabilshed his Disciples in the prima- 
ry tuto noticed above, began Low to 
develop a second, necessary 
to salvation, though ssed to 
the proud and 
men. He predicted his su 
death; buat they neither 
the necessity of bis death, nor tac gio- 

were to flow fro 
fied Lord was 


equally 
more Opp 
carpal reasciuings of 
flerings and 
understood 


Pe 
a 


rious effects which 
it. Phe cea of a crue 
subversive of all they had been tought 
to bope trom the Blesstah’s advent, 
While it stood directly UPPose. tou rat 
love of Lumen praise and distlpe tion, 
and to that fear of bases riag 
Wiich form so striking a pari of the 
character of fallen man. Nor can we 


ShHume, 


wonder that they should stumbie ata 


docirine, which nany reputed wise, 
even In our ewn day ure ple asedto call 
’ 1; } t . ) j an] ° 
foolishness. Here again Peter betray- 


ed the worldiiness of his spirit, as weil 
as his characteristic rashness; for tak- 
aside with affectionate 
sade him from 
pf 


OTC « 


ing his Muster 
frecdom, he tried to diss: 
~ purposes be tt fur. fre 77 thee, Z, 
his shat! not be ‘The seve- 
rity of our Lord’s reprool, proves thut 
there must have been something ex- 
ceediigiy wrong In the spirit, wiich 
dictated these words of Poser for he 
turned. and said to him, Ges ‘ine be- 
find me, Satan: thou art an offence une 
Jor thou avourest not the things 
avhich be of Gud, but those that be of 
anen. Letthe rarfonal Christians, who 
reject the dectrine of the atonement, 
or who plead for the love of human 
praise, or the fear of worldly shame, 
as lawful motives of action, explain on 
what ground, upon their principles, 
thjs favoured Disciple could merit 
such pointed reprebension. 

This failure of St. Peter’s did not 
forfeit his Master’s confidence. He 
knew the man, and how to free hiin 
from his constitutional cefects. He 
selected him alone with James ond 
John to be the witnesses of his trans- 
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fipuration, and of the conversation he 
then bad with Moses ana Ejies respect. 
ing Avs decease 3 on Which occasion we 
find him manifesting bis usual want of 
consideraton. By this manifestation 
of the glory of Christ, the Disciples 
were made more docile and respectiul; 
such treedoms us St. Peter had lately 
tuken were checked; ana by the testi. 
mony of their Legislator, and the 
ereatest of thoir Prophets, they were 
hang to consider the si:fferings and 

cath of Christ, as events necessary to 
aa accomplishment of the Law and 
the Prophets. Nevertheless, they did 
notthen thoroughly uncerstand the de- 
sigti ol the vision; for as they descend. 
ed from the mountain, they queston- 
ed, what the rising of the Sen ef Man 
Jrom the dead should mean. 

Simon Peter and bis Brethren had 
now spent three years in the school ot 
Christ, and had made, It may be pie- 
summed, yreat Improvements In knevw- 
ledve aha plety ; 
learn the 
his death, the evidences oi his resur- 
rection, and the spiritual nature of his 
kingdom. ‘bbese they were to be 
taughi, as in former instances, by the 
eye as well as the ear; not only by 
words full of grace, but by the mighty 
He the -refore 


but they bad still to 


works of their Siaster. 
declared to them, that bis hour was at 
hand, and conducted thein to the ap- 
pointed scene of his sufferings, with a 
cheerful firmness. which excited their 
astonishment. The curse pronounced 
on the fruitless fig-tree, the second 
day after his entry into Jerusalem, fix- 
ed the attention of St. Peter. and ought 
to fix ours. The nature of the mira- 
cle, and the particular time at which it 
was pe Ane seem to indicate, that 
it was intended as a warning to all the 
Apostles, of the sudden and total ruin, 
which one of them soon after brought 
upon himself, by unfruitfulness and 
upostacy ; ahd it forms a striking em- 
biem of this cvent.—Reader, mayes 
thou never feel the blasting of tne Sa- 


‘lour’s miulediction ! 
16 be continued ) 


, int 


To the Fi litor of the Christian Observer. 
gir, 
Tus Publicaticn which you haye an- 
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nounced has been long a desideratum. 
We are suiieited with the anuquarian 
trifling, ahd ublmportant genealogies 
Miontily Miusceiiany: the 
grandmotber’s sbhoc- 


of ano weer 
fashiou of my 
tic, We truco ahd ve ehuIne 
Cadwatiader P ump, aid a fac simile 
of the wanG-wriulbg of Hope stick Ca- 
ap Jeroihimiei Bowers, and Hatbot. 
« Door. You have cated upon ihe 
Ciers y for their usriStance. a as one 
ol that body, should be happy to afford 
it, either the extent of my iibrary, 
or leisure from weekly composition 
for ihe pulpit, enabies me to comply 
with your imvitaiion. Yet, Sir, allow 
me to offer you my stivuestions; they 
ay put you LO HO eX 
ue you May eller adopt them, pur. 


pense of postasc ; 


sue the hints otiered, cr use them to 
light the companion of your ducubra- 
{lons. 

Tnere seems to bea prevatling taste 
inthe pubile mind ior siiauitinn sy VOy- 


aves and traveis, ind anecdote: and 


thissmmav be co. verted to the uses of 
relicton. by a view of such Remains of 
Antiquity as iiustrare Scripture bisto- 


ry; or the lhariations ol respectaole 


Vovugers and travellers 3 aS also, which 
the umes seens lo reguire and your 
pian admits, facts that exemplify the 
genius aud temper of the church of 
Rei 

| With regard to the Remains of 
Abtcuiiy, Mr Bryant,in his Discourse 
On ih wagregione Medal, mas eiven an 
areuinens tp proof of the Mosatc His- 
tory ot a Deluge, which shews the 
isc oi such reseurches: and it is re- 
verkabie. that Cedlertus has noted In 
Ws Asia Minor, an ‘+ Apamea Kiéwros”’ 
—he very name of which place is a 
Conirm nation of the history = In turn- 
Ing over lately Montiaucon’s Antiqui- 
tles, some initiate and prints caught 
my attention, but 
o% which he declares himself unable to 
ke any account: which I presume 
Was cecasioned by his ignorance of 
be symbolical lanzuage of the an- 


Cents. One small medal represents a 
\ 


—- one 


Mv eve, and arrested 


heed human figure, bending forward 
a! ( holain out a patera to a serpent 
n sted round a tree; the right foot of 
the lvure being placed on a globe on 
“e sround. May not this symbolize 


history of 
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the arch-enemy of mankind; an angel 
of light in his transformation, making 
his acknowledgments to the Serpent 
(an adored figure ot Heathenism), for 
his temptation to the torbidden tree, 
for which the earth was subjected to 
ihis faiien Spirit ¢ 

2 Another large Medal represenis 

three hands yemned, held over a cadu- 
ceus, and that caduceus placed over 
anc across what appears like the an- 
cient fasces, while round the medal is 
inscribed, “Salus Aumant ceneris’’— 
Tiis Medal was siruck in the reign of 
Augustus. It cannot reter to the Tri- 
umvirate, Which was over, and which 
ceitulnly was tie reverse of Salus hu- 
Monttaucon can make 
nething ofit. I conceive it to refer to 
the salvation of the Gospel through the 
hereon of the Triune Deity, made 
known by an heavenly message (cadu- 
ceus), and supervening the condemna- 
tion to which mankind had become 
linble by the law of justice. 
3 Athird remain of antiquity, which 
Nontfaucon does not attenipt to ex- 
plain, 1s so obvious, that it Is surprising 
he shouid overlook its impert. It 
isthe view of an Island in the Tiber, 
originally cut into the form of a ship; 
all the facings belnue of stone, and ha- 
ving had eriginally a tempic ot Aiscu- 
lapius upon it: the ruins remain to this 
day, as I have been informed by a gen- 
tieman who has been at Rome ; who 
also, upon my Inquiry, said he could, 
in recollection, trace some remalbing 
form of a Roman galley, in the ruins. 
What can this ¢yvmbo:ize but the De- 
luge, and the escape from it; in memo- 
ry of which a teniple was built, In ac- 
knowledysment of the wonderful pre- 
servation bya ship! Do not the ancient 
firures of the constellauons on the ce- 
lestial globe commemorate this! J.et 
this be more fully developed. 

On this subject, Sir, I beg leave to 
offer an incidental observation. The 
sien Sacittarius, in g-oing off the field 
as it were, looks back and directs his 
arrow tothe flood, er river, &c. Now 
Ainsworth, on Genesis, remarks, that 
Methuselah’s name implies, that at the 
departure of that Patriarch the Emissia 
(ofthe waters, sel.) or Dart shall be! 
This actually occurred. The deluge 


man Ceneris, 
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followed upon the death of Methuse- 
Jah, and the sign or constellation of 
Sagittarius was that, in which the sun 
was during a part of the season, in 
which the windows of Heaven were 
opened and the flood came. 

I shall be happy in the recommenda- 
tion of the Oxnserver; and rejoice, 
that while infidelity stalks abroad un- 
der so many various shapes (springing 
originally out of our heathen educa. 
tion), there is something coming for- 
ward in an amusing form, that may 
successfuliy detect and expose it, and 
support the truth. 


A NORTH RIDING CLERGYMAN. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

Frew publications have been more ac- 

ceptable to the rejigious world, than 

those which contain brief reilections of 

a pious and edifying nature, on select 

texts of Scripture, for daily or occa- 

sional use. With an eve to this cir- 
cumstance, and for family as well as 
private use, the correspondent who 
transmits the present article, has been 
for some years tin the habit of making 
Iextracts or Epitomes from the ser- 
mons of a beloved and highly valued 
pastor. Some of these are now offered 
to you. The writer is conscious, that, 
in such limited performances, much 
of the spirit and excellency of the ori- 
vinals must have evaporated; but such 
as they are, should you deem them 
conducive to general edification, he re- 
quests you to give them a place in your 
interesting Miscellany. 
York. W.G. 

I, Fob xiii. 5,6. Ihave heard of thee Ly the 
hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth 
thee ; wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes. 

SELF-ignorance ts the necessary con- 

sequence of ignorance of God. While 

men hear of him only by the hearing 
of the ear, and have no spiritual disco- 
very made of him to the eye of their 
understanding, they will be apt to plead 
strongly for the merit of human actions, 
look upon some sins as slight and ex- 
cusable. and persuade themselves that 

God will not be extreme to mark what 

is done amiss But as light is most 

evident when contrasted with darkness, 
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and beauty with deformity, so a clear 
discovery of the holiness of God which 
will not suffer him to endure iniquity, 
of his justice which obliges him jg 
punish it, of his goodness and mercy 
which render offences against him the 
more inexcusabie, of his omnipresence 
and omniscience which baffle all at. 
tempts to hide transgression, and of 
his almighty power which renders jt 
impossible for offenders to escape or 
resist him, must necessarily make sip 
appear “exceeding sinful’? and con. 
vince men of the guilt and malignity 
of those offences, which before they 
could justify. palliate, or conceal. The 
latent wickedness of their hearts will 
then be discovered to them; as a sun- 
beam shining into a room displays 
every grain and speck of dust, which 
before was imperceptible. They will 
then be ready to cry out with Job, “I 
have heard of thee by the hearing of 
the ear, but now mince eye seeth thee; 
wherefore I abhor, &c.’’; with Isaiah, 
on a like discovery, * Woe is me? for 
J am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips, for mine eyes have seen the King 
the Lord of bosts.’’? Happy are they, 
who are thus humbled in the dust and 
stript of every self-righteous plea; and 
thankful ought they to be for the 
methods, however painful, which have 
been employed to produce this dispo- 
sition in them; for all the promises in 
the Gospel belong to the poor in spirit 
and contrite in heart, and its grand 
maxim is, that “he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.’’ 
Y. 
a==— 


A SHORT CATECHISM OR PLAIN IX’ 


STRUCTION, 
Containing the Sum of Christian Learning, 3 
forth by the King’s Majesty’s authority, Jor 
all Schoolmasters to teach. 1553. 


(Continued from fp. 92) 


Master. 1 see (my son) thou art not 
ignorant, after what sort Christ 
rightly said, to be from us in bods; 
and with us in spirit. But this one 
thing would I know ofthee: why Christ 
our Lord is thus conveyed away from 
the sight of our eyes: and what profit 
we take by his going up to heayel. 
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Scholir. The chief cause thereof was, 
ig pluck out of us that false opinion, 
wmeh sometime deceived the Apos- 
‘es tnemscives: that Christ snouid in 
earth Visibly reign, as other kings, and 
rflieg princes of the world. This 
error he minded to have uiterly sup- 
nressedinus: and that we should think 
his kingdom to consist im higherthings. 
Wich thine he therefore thought 
feer, because It was more for our 
commodity and profit: that some such 
tiungdomshould be set tys,as the founda- 
tions thereod should rest upon our Laith. 
Wuerefore it was necessary that he 
shuuld be conveyed away fron us, past 
erceiving ef all bodtly sense: that by 
his mean our faith might be stirred 
up and exercised to consider his go- 
verument and providence, whom no 
sieht of bodily eyes can behold. And 


1 
i 
, 
‘ 


Fforasmuch as he is not king of some 


ope country alone: but of heaven and 
earth: of quick and dead: it was most 
convenient that his kingdom should be 
guerwise governed, than our scnses 
lor else he should 
have been constrained, sometime to be 
carried up to heaven: sometime to be 
diven down to the earth: to remove 
sometime Into One Country, sometime 
mio another: and like an earthly prince 
) ve carried hither and thither, by di- 
vers Change of chanceable affairs. Fer 
he couid not be presently with all at 
ice. unless bis body were so turned 
into Godhead, that he might be in all 
o'ln many places together: as Euty- 
ches, and certain like heretics held 
opinion. If it so were that he might 
ue each where present with all, at one 
Very instant time: then were he not 
Mun, but a ghost: neither should he 
have had a true body, but a fantastical: 
Wiereot should have sprung forthwith 
a thousand errors: all which he hath 
tespatched by carrying his body up 
‘hole to heaven. In the mean season 
he temaining invisible, governeth his 
‘ingdom and commonwealth, that is 
'schurch, with sovereign wisdom and 
bower, It is for men to rule their 
‘ommonwealths bya certain civil policy 
“men: but for Christ and God, by a 
heavenly eodlike order. Bur all that 


' 


mav altain uhto. 


iWVe 


¢ hitherto said containeth but a 
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small parcel of the profit, that we take 
by the carrying up of Christ’s body 
into heaven. lor there are many more 
things, that here might be rehearsed, 
whercof large store of fruit is to be 
exthered. But specially this may not 
be ieft unspoken: that the benefiis are 
such and so great, which come unto us 
by the deaih, rising again, and going 
up of Christ: as no tongue eithe: of 
men or angels is avle toexpress. And 
that you may know my mind herein: 
I will rehearse certain cf the chief: 
whereunto as it were two principal 
points, the rest may be applied. I 
say, therefore, that both by these and 
other doines of Christ, two con:modi- 
tices do vrow unto us: the one, that all 
the things that ever he haih done, tor 
our profit and behoof he hath done 
them: so that they be as weii cur own, 
if we will cleave thereunto with stead- 
fast and lively faith, as if we had done 
them ourselves. He was nalied to the 
cross: we were also nailed with him: 
anc in him our sins punished. He 
died: and was buried: we likewise 
with our sins are dead, and buried: 
and that in such sort thet «i] remem- 
berance of our sins is utierly taken out 
of mind. He is risen again: and we 
are also risen agrain with him: that Is, 
are so made partakers of his rising 
again and life, that from hencetorih 
death hath no more ruie overus. For 
the same spirit is in us that raised up 
Jesus from the dead. Tinally, as he is 
gone up In heavenly glory: so are we 
lifted up with him. Albeit that these 
things do not now appear: yet then 
shall they all be brought to light, when 
Christ the light of the world, shall 
shew himse!f in his ¢lory, in whom all 
our bliss is laid up in store. Moreover 
by his going up are granted us the 
cifts of the Holy Ghost: as Paul doth 
sufficiently witness. Eph.iv. The other 
commodity, which we take by the do. 
ines of Christ, is: that Christ is set 
for an example unto us, to frame ovr 
lives thereafter. If Christ hath been 
dead: if ke hath been buried for sin: 
he was so but once. If he be risen 
again: if he be gone upto heaven: he 
is but once risen: but once gone up. 
From henceforth he dieth no more. 
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and reigneth in 
giory So 
be buried to sin: 
same ? 


but liveth with God: 
everlasting continuance ot 
if we be dead: If we 
how shail we hereafter live in thi 
Ii we be aah with Christ: ib 
by steadtlast hope we live now in 
ven with him: heavenly and 
things, not earthly and frail, we ouxht 
to sect our care upon. And even us 
heretofore, we have borne the image 
ofthe earthly man: so from hencclor- 
ward let us bear the tmeve of 

venly. As the Lord Ciri-t iever ceased 
tode us good, by besiowing 
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by perpetual praying to his Father for 
us: Like reason ought to move us to 
aid our neighbour with all our endea- 
your: to Malntain as much as in us 
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formance of the kingdom and mystery 
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things. For (saith the Anostle Peter 
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eaven: anda 
<s jensen cai ee ha nica 

rth, according to the 


new ea x promise 
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of God: wherein dwelleth righteous. 


ness. And itseemeth reason that cor- 
ruption, unsteadfast change, 
whereunto the whole world is subject, 
length have an end. 
t fashion circum 
stances these! il come to sie 
I would fain hear thee tell. 
Scholar, 1 will tell you 


’ ° 
cry 


Ans 
ress ae ~ahig 


ener" “ut NOW 


as well as I 
can accorcing to the witness of the 
Phe heavens shall pass 
away like a storin: the elements snall 
melt away: th e earthand all the works 
therein shall be consumed with fire: 
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shonid say: as goid 1s 
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brought to his full perfection. The 
lesser worid, which is man, followine 
the same, sball likewise be delivered 
from corruption and change. And so 
for man this greater world (which for 
his sake was first created) shall y& 
leneth be renewed: and be clad with 
another hue, much more pleasant and 
beautiful, 
Master. What then remaineth ? 
Schslar. Lie last and general doom. 
shaii come: at whose voice 
all the dead shall rise again, periect 
and sound both in body and soul. The 
whole world shall behold him, sitting 
NI iJesty: 


| Fy a ‘ ® 
ror Carist 


in the Royal throne of his 


and afier the examination of every 
man’s cotlscience, the last sentence 
shall be pronounced, Then the chil- 


God shall be in a pos- 
kingdom of freedom 
of eve: lasting Iie: 
them, before 
ihe world were laid. 

reign with Christ for 
ever. But the ungodly that believed 
not, cme be thrown from thence into 
r fire, appoiated for the devil 
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session of 
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Which w 
the foundations of 
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And Sirall 


Cveriast 
and his peer 

Master, Phou 
the again rising of the dead. Now re- 
maineth, that thou speak of the holy 
Ciiurch: whereof 1 would very fain 
hear thy opinion, 

Scholar. I will rehearse that in few 
words shortly: which the Holy Scrip. 
tures sct out at large and plenttully. 
Before that the Lord God had made 
the heaven and earth: he determined 
to have for himself a most beautiful 
kinedom and holy commonwealth. 
Phe Apostles and the ancient Fathers 
that wrote in Greek, called it Lccie- 
sia; in English, a congregation or as- 


sembly: into the which he hath ad- 
mitted an infinite number of men: 


should all be subject to one king 
and only one heat: 


which 1s as much to 
Ops 


that s 
as thelr soverelen a 
him we call Christ, 

suy as anointed. Forthe high bishopsy 
and kings among the Jews, (who in 
figure betokened Christ, whom te 


Lord anointed with his holy Spirit) 
were wont by God's appointment 
their consecration, to have material 


poured on them. To the furi ishing 
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30 er springeth out of 
thts most pleasant root, from this most 
Plentitul fountain, the goodness, love, 
cucice and unchangeable purpose of 
God. He is the cause, the rest are the 
lruits and cood effects. Yet are also 
the soodness, choice and Spirit of 
God, and Christ himself, causes con- 
‘uined and coupie:! each with other: 
Christ, Obsery. No, 3 
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which may be reckoned among the 
principal causes Of our salvacen. As 
oft thereiure as We use to say, that we 
are made righteous and saved by only 
faith: itis meant thereby: tbat talth, 
or rather trust alone, doth lay hand 
upon, ubacrstand and percelyve, our 
rivhteous makiog to be given us of 
God treely : that is to say, by no de 
serts of Gur own, but by the tree grace 
ol the Aimigisy Moreover, 
falth doth ene 
our peiehbour, and such works as God 
is pieased Wither For ifit be a lively 
and true faith, quickened by the Holy 
Ghost, she is the mother of alt good 
saying this shurt tale 
is it evident, whence. and by what 
mcans we attain to be made righteous. 
lor not by the worthiness of our de- 
elther heretolore 
saved: but by the 


latner. 


‘cuder in us 


and doing. By 


servings, were we 
chosen, or lone ago 
only mercy of God, and pure grace of 
Christ our eer >; whereby we were 
In hima made to those Lot Ci phaginte that 
God h - “Dp ppe inted for us to walk in. 

eOOd WOTKS Cannot de- 
serve to muke us righteous betore Gods 
leave unto fulth: that 
tuith be tound without 
vod werks be any where 


yel do they So ¢ 
.o9t thee , 
Me) i} c }} 


AYN BL stwe Xa 


+? , . ss . 
LilGlhi, Dot ‘. 


without faith, 
very well this short 
decluration of t.th abd works: for 
Poul p!} ny teccheth the same. But 
canst thou yet furthe: depamt me out 
at COnevreculion, which thou cailesta 
Chris- 
nine 
eyes, that it muy severally anc plainly 


— : ; —* 
uti ach Oi commonwealth of 


iasiae « ‘ “ ; , » FH pg 
lLraus ° and so sel it out be .Ore 


be known asuncer from eucl 
} gweheye if >v, ° 
LOWS,) i? Ooi men: 

| i will prove how well I can 
doit. Your pleasure is (Master) as L 
tuke it, that L peint you out some cer- 


hoiar. 
i 
I 
tuln Congregation, that may be seen. 
That it is indeed: and soit 
good for you to do, 

Scholar. That congregation is no- 
thing else but a certain multitude of 
mep: which, wheresoever thev be, pro- 
fess the pure and upright learning of 
Christ, and that in such sort, as it is 
faithiully set forth in the hely Testa- 
ment, by 1 the Evangelists and Apos- 


tles: which in all points, are e coyerned 
i 
sh 


a 
Master. 


shall be 


the love of 




















154 


and ruled by the laws and statutes of 
their King and bige Bishop Christ, tu 
the bond of charity > which use his ho- 
ly u.ysteries, that are commonly call- 
ed sucrameuts, with such pureness and 
simpiicity (as touching their nature and 
substance) as the Apostles of Christ 
used and lett behind in writing. The 
marks therefore of this church are: 
first, pure preaching of the gospel: 
then brotherly love, out of which as 
members out of all ene body, spring- 
eth good will of each to other: third- 
ly, upright and uncorrupted use of the 
Lord’s sacraments, according to the 
ordinance of the gospel: last of all, 
bro'nerly correction, and excommunt- 
cation, or banishing those out of the 
church that will not amend their lives. 
This mark the holy fathers termed 
discipline This is that same church, 
that is grounded upon the assured rock 
Jesus Christ and upon trust in him. 
This is that same church, which Paul 
ealleth the pillar, and upholding stay of 
truth. Tothis church belong the keys, 
wherewith heaven is locked and un. 
locked: for that is done by the minis. 
tration of the word: whereunto pro- 
perly appertaineth the power to bind 
and loose: to hold for guilty, and for- 
give sins. So that whosoever believ- 
eth the gospel preached in this church, 
he shall be saved: but whoso believ- 
eth ..ot, he shall be damned. 

Master. Now would 1 fain hear thy 
belicf of the Holy Ghost. 

Schoar. confess him to be the third 
person of the Holy Trinity : And since 
he is equal with the Father and the 
Son, and of the very same nature, that 
he ought equally to be worshipped with 
them both. 

Master. Why is he called holy ! 

Scholar. Not only for his own holi- 
ness: but for that by him are made 
holy the chesen of God, and members 
of Christ. And therefore have the 
scriptures termed him the Spirit of 
sanctification or making holy. 

Master. Wherein consisteth this 


sanctification ? 
Scholar. First, we be new gotten by 


his inward motion. 
said Christ; 


And, therefore, 
we must be new born of 
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water, and ofthe spirit. Then by hig 
lispiration are we adopted, and as jt 
were by choice maae the chiidren of 
God. For which cause he is not cause. 
less called the spirit of adoption. By 
his light are we lightened, to under. 
stand God’s mysteries. By his judg. 
ment are sins pardoned and retained, 
By bis power ts the flesh with her lusts 
kept down and tamed. By his plea. 
sure, are the manifold gifts dealt 
among the holy. Finally, by his means 
shail our mortal bodies be relieved, 
Therefore in the author of so great 
cifts, we do not without a cause be- 
lieve : honour, and call upon him. 

Master. Well, thou hast now said 
sufficiently of the Holy Ghost. But 
this would I hear of thee: why it im- 
mediately followeth, that we believe 
the Eluly Universal Church and the 
Communion of Saints. 

Scholar. These two things I have al- 
ways thought to be most fitly coupled 
together. Because the fellowships and 
incorporations of other men, proceed 
and be governed by other means and 
policies: but the Church, which is an 
assembly of men called to everlasting 
salvation, is both gathered together, 


and governed by the Holy Ghost of 


whom we even now made mention. 
Which thing, since it cannot be per- 
ceived by bodily sense or light of nature, 
is by right and for good reason, here 
reckoned among things that are known 
by belief. And therefore this calling 
tovether of the faithful is called unl 
versal, because it 1s bound to no one 
special place. For God throughoutall 
coasts of the world, hath them that 
worship him. Which though they be 
far scattered asunder, by diverse dis- 
tance of countries, and dominions: yet 
are they members most nearly joined 
of that same body, whereof Christ 1s 
the head: and have one spirit, faith, 
sacraments, prayers, forgiveness of 
sins, and heavenly bliss, common 
among them all: and be so knit with 
the bond of love, that they endeavoul 
themselves in nothing more, than each 
to help other, and to build together 19 
Christ. 

Master. Seeing thou hast already 
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spoken of the knowledge of God, and 
his members: I would also hear, what 
‘5 the true service of God? 

Scholar. First we must consider, that 
the right and true knowledge of God, 


is the principal and only foundation of - 


God’s service. The same knowledge, 
fear doth foster and miuaintain, which 
in scriptures 15 called the beginning 
of wisdom. Faith and hope are the 
props and stays, whereupon lean ail the 
rest that I have rehearsed. Further- 
more, charity which we call love, is like 
an everlasting bond, by the straight 
knot whereof all other virtues be bound 
in one together, and their force increas- 
ed. These be the inward parts of God’s 
service, that is to say, which consist in 
the mind. , 

Master. What hast thou to say of the 
Sabbath, or holy day: which even ow 
thou madest mention of, amone the 
laws of the first table ? 


Scholar. Sabbath is as much to say,. 


as rest. It was appointed for only ho- 
nour and service of God: and itis a 
fivure of that rest and quietness, which 
they have that believe in Christ. For 
our trust In Christ doth set our minds 
at liberty, from all slavish fear of the 
law, sin, death and hell: assuring us ln 
the mean season, that by him we please 
God, and that he hath made us his chil- 
dreu and heirs of his kingdom: where- 
by there groweth in our hearts peace 
and true quietness of mind: which is a 
certain foretaste of the most blessed 
quiet, Which we shall have in his king- 
dom. As for those things that are used 
to be done on the Sibbath-day, as cere- 
monies, and exercises in the service of 
God, they are tokens and witnesses of 
this assured taste. And meet it is, that 
faithful Christians, on such days as ure 
appointed out for holy things, should 
lay aside unholy works: and give them- 
selves earnestly to religion and serving 
of God. 

Master. What be the parts of that 
outward serving God ; which thou saidst 
fven now, did stand in certain bodily 
exercises: which are also tokens of the 
‘ward serving him ? 

_ Scholar. First, to teach, and hear the 
‘carning of the gospel: then the pure 
‘nd natural use of the ceremonies and 
‘craments ; last of all prayer made un- 
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to God by Cnrist, and in the name of 
Christ, wnich without fail obtatnets ine 
Holy Ghost, the most assured author of 
all true serving God, and upright reli- 
rion, 

Master. Tell me what thou callest 
sacraments ? 

Scholar. They are certain customable 
reverent doings and ceremonies erdein- 
cd by Christ: that by them he might 
put us in rememberance of his bene- 
fits: and we might declure our protes- 
sion, that we be of the number of thein, 
which are partakers of the same bene- 
fits, and wiich fasten all their affiance 
in him: that we are not ashamed of the 
name of Christ, or to be termed Christ’s 
scholars. 

Alastcr. Tell me (my son) how these 
two sacraments be ministered: P p. 
tism: and that wich Paui calicti. ce 
Supper of the Lord? 

Scholar. Him that believeth in Christe 
professeth the Articles of the Chrisitan 
religion: and mindeth to be baptised 
(I speak now of them that be srown to 
ripe years of discretion: since for tne 
young babes, their parents or the chur 
ches profession sufliceth) the minister 
dippeth in, or washeth with clean water 
only, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: and 
then commendeth him by prayer to 
God, into whose church he is now 
openiy as it were enrolled, that it may 
please God to grant him his erace, 
whereby he may answer in belief and 
life agreeably to his profession. 

Master, What is the use of the Lord’s 
Supper? 

Scholur. Even the very same, that was 
ordained by the Lord himself, Jesus 
Christ. Which (as St. Paul saith) the 
same night, that he was betrayed, took 
bread: and when he had given thanks, 
brake it: and said, This is my body, 
which is broken for you: Do this in the 
rememberance of me. In like manner, 
when supper was ended, he gave them 
the cup, saying: This cup is the new 
testament in my blood, Do this, as oft 
as ye shall drink thereof, in the remem- 
berance of me. This was the mann-r 
and order of the Lord’s Supper: which 
we ought to hold and keep: that the 
remembcrance of so great a benefit. ihe 
Passion and Death of Christ, be alway 
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kept in mind: that, afier that the world 
is ended, he may come, and make us to 
sit with him at his own board. 

Auster, What doth Baptism 
sent and set before cur eyes? 

Scholar, That we are by the Spirit of 
Christ new born, and cleansed from 
sin: that we be members and parts of 
his Church, received tnto the Commu- 
nion of Saints. For water significth 
the Spirit. 
our burial in Christ, and that we shall 
be raised up again with him, in anew 
life, as I have before declared in Christ’s 
Resurrection. 

Muster. What declareth and betoken- 
eth the Supper unto us: which we so- 
Jemnly use in the rememberance of 
the Lord ? 

Schilar, Vhe Supper (as I have shew- 
ed a little before) is a certain thankful 
rememberance of the Death of Christ: 


‘epre- 


forasmuch asthe bread representeth his: 


body, betrayed to be crucified for us: 
The wine standeth in stesd end pl 

of his blood, plenteously shed for us. 
And even as by bread and wine, ou 
natural bedies are 
ished: so by the body, that is the fesh 
and blood of Christ, the son] is ik 
throuch 
heavenly and godly lite. 

Master. Wow come these thines to 
pass? 

Scholar. These things come to pass 
by a certain secret mean, and lively 
working of the Spirit: when we believe 
that Christ hath, once 
his body and blood for us, 
sacrifice, and most pleasant offering to 
his heavenly Father: and also when we 
lve him our Sa- 
‘. 


Soe ae } 
SUuUSTAINEG and } 


pe ’ 
‘ . -\ ae 
faith, acd CTS 


hd tt 
' 


Or Gil, wiven up 


1 
to make a 


confess and acknowledg 
viour, high Bishop, MIcdiator, and Re- 


ry 
‘ 


? acta — : 
ccemer: towhom is cuc all honour and 
cy} Fry 
glory. 

AMaster. All this thou cost well un- 


| 
! 
a 


derstand. For me thin 
ing is: that faith is the mouth of the 
soul: whereby we reccive this very hea- 
venly meat, full both of salvation and 
immortality, dealt among us, by means 
of the Holy Ghost. Now, since we have 
entreated of the sacraments, pass for- 
ward to the other parts of Giod’s ser. 
vice. 

Scholar. I wiil do your command- 
ment. There remain two thines, be- 


' ' 
2 lier 3 nea 
CEH tay mCane 


* 


longing to the perfection of God’s ser 


3aptism is also a figure of 
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vice. First, our Lord Jesus Christ's 
will was, that there should be teachers 
and evangelists, that Isto say, preachers 
of the Gospel: to this intent, that his 
voice might continually be heard sound 
in bis church. He that coveteth (as 


all ought to covet) to bear the name of 


a Christian, may have no doubt that he 
ought with most earnest affection, and 
fervent desire, endeavour hbimsclf ‘to 
hear and soke into his mind, the word 
of the Lord: not like the words of any 
man, but lke (as it is indeed) the word 
ct Almighty God. Seconcly, because 
all that is good, and that ought of a 
Christian to be desired, cometh unto us 
from God, and ts by him granted: 
therefore of him we ought to require all 
things: and by thanksgiving acknow- 
ledve them all received of him, Which 
thins he so well liketh, that he esteem- 
eth it instead of a passing pleasant sa- 
crilice : as it is most evident by the wit- 
ness of the Prophets and Apostles. 


(We aniuct Jefer the conclusion 19 our next.) 
mo 
Chi an Qaser 
SIR, 
Tire iollowing paper was written by 
me several years aco. If in my own 


cuse it has been productive of no more 
alutory effect, it ous at least contribut- 
cd to make me feel my own unworth- 
ness, and my need of an Advocate with 


wn 


the Father. ‘Phe pcrusal of it may 
probably sugvest to some of your reat- 

, ° . ,. ° ° ’ . oi 
ers hints for scit-examunation, and It is 


with that view [ send it. I do not mean 
to say, that the plan I had sketched out 
for myseli is exactiy suited to the case 
ofothers. There is an endless variety in 
the circumstances, propensities, temp- 
tations, and habits of men, which ren- 
ders somewhat a different course ne 
cessary in almost every separate in: 
stance ; but yet there is a sufficient ce 
eree of resemblance in all, to afford 
reom for hoping, that such a commun! 
cation as the present may not be with: 
cut its advantages. Jam, &e. . 





SUNDAY. 
}EING prevented by indisposition from 
attending public worship, I would e™ 
ploy this scason of more than usual ' 
tirement, in reflecting on my oblig® 
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sions to God; engaging expressly to 
fulfil them, and imploring through” 
Christ that erace, and those influences 
Spirit, which can alone enable 
And may God Aimighty 


of his 
me to do so. 


erant, that my future lie may evince , 


my sim plicity and sincerity in this ex- 


1 > 


ere! Ce 
i! wing 
A +0? 5. 
ence, how 


found by Jamentable expcri- 
adverse the cares oi the 
word, the hurry and 
woe te converse, are to the mulnie- 
nance of a spiritual state of mind; and 
having also found how unfriendly a 
want of regularity in the duties of pri- 
yate prayer, and self-examination, and 
the study of the Scriptures, is to my 
improvement in right tempers and af- 
fections, as well towards God as towards 
my fellow-men, [ am the mere induced 
to form this explicit engagement in the 
presence of God, who knows the heart; 
hoping that tht ough his mercy in Christ, 
its frequent perusal may be of use, In 
reclaiming my steps when they deviate 
from the right way. 

! therefore, in the strength of divine 


race, make the ictlowinge 


RESOLUTIONS : 
I will regard the favour and ever- 
Caod, 
study to make the 
consideration of taem miluence, as much 
93 possible, the minutest actions of my 


cf 
bio 
bait «+ 


lasting enjoyment us the end 


c 


Olall My plans5 anc 


| ae rerard the obedience, s: icrilce, 
mediation, and intercession of Christ, 
as the Only procuring Cause of ail those 
spiritual blessings which cconduce to 
tiat end; as the pardon of sin, peac¢ 
with God, and the sanctifying influ- 
euces of his Spirit. 

I will continually keep in mind my 
oblization to walk in Christ’s steps, and 
to be holy as he is holy: as one, which 
ifI do not fulfil, I shall in vain liope to 
enter heaven; and I will ever pray for 
the Spivit of God, in the belief that 
throu; zh his operation alone, can this 
holy frame be produced, 

/ will cultivate an habitual sense of 
(od’s presence, and of my accountable- 
oe to him; of the shortness of time, 

( of my obligation to improve it. 
“I will study for the future to appear 


rol] 


Welly not so much in the sight of man 


a distraction of 
worldly business, and the dissipation of 
liv 
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as in that of God; and to that end, will 
be particularly watchful against the 
love of i:uman praise or distinction, and 
the fear of shame; desisting from my 
purpose when I feel these to be my 
ovly motives, and endeavouring by 
prayer to overcome them when I per- 
celve them to mix with such as are 
more pure, 

I wili consider love to God and zeal 
for his glory as my highest duties, and 
study to improve d.ily in these divine 
affections; and I will judge of my pro- 
eress in them, not by transient fervours 
of the mind, but by my habitual tem- 
pers, by my punctual performance of 
the sell- -denying duties of Christianity, 
by iny cheerlul acguiescence In all God’s 
dispensations, and by the love, the hu- 
mility, and the meckness which | 
enabled to exercise to those around me. 

I will study to live a life of depend- 
ance on Christ, and of faith in his 
word; making it the sole and exclu- 
sive measure of my belief and practice. 

I will particulerly study to restrain 
all wanderings of the mind, in the pub- 
lic and private exercises of God’s wor- 
ship; to banish, as much as J] can, ‘ain 
and worldly conversation, and vain and 
worldly thoughts frem my mind and 
lips. on the Lord’s-day; and to give all 
miy Houschoid the time requisite for 
hallow ing it. 

I will guard against formality and va- 
nity, especialiy in family worship ; and 
fit myself, by previous reflection and 
prayer, for its due performance. 

[ will be particularly guarded against 
the intrusion of linpure thoughts. I 
will turn away my eyes from beholding 
what might lead to them, shut my ears 
against polluti ng conversation, and re. 
strain my tongue from every licentious 
word; and I will carefully avoid every 
circumstance which I know to have for- 
meriy excited improper feelings, and 
forbid my thoughts to dwell for a mo- 
ment on past scenes of sensual pica- 
sure 

I will watch against every rising of 
covctous desire ; and while I caretully 
repress all tendency to improper ex- 
pense, or the care sless profusion of any 
of God’s gifts, 1 will seek out proper 
objects with whom to share those good 
things of which God has made me the 
steward. and of which he will require 
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an account. I will ask every night, 
whose distress have I this day relieved? 

I will no longer put off to a future 
day, or leave the business of the pre- 
sent day or hour, but will apply myseif 
to it, deny myself to sloth and the love 
of ease, and exercise a constant and 
self-denying attention to what is my 
proper work. 

I will keep truth inviolate in the 
smallest, as well asin the greatest mat- 
ters. 

I will in no case affect knowicdge 
which I have not. 

I will read no book but with atten- 
tion; and I will read none which tend 
to inflame the mind, or to excite impro- 
per sentiments. 

I will be ready to communicate, and 
also to receive knowledge; and I will 
be open to conviction, ever receiving 
correction and reproof meekly and 
thankfully, never questioning merely 
for the sake of dispute, nor ever rctort- 
ing upon any reprover. 

I will watch against all supercilious- 
ness in look or manner, all sourness of 
mind in dispute, all impatience of con- 
tradiction in my intercourse with all, 
whether common acquaintance or the 
most intimate relative, as wife, brother, 
&c.; and I will listen with patience and 
kindness to the arguments and reason- 
ings of others, however impertinent 
they may appear at the moment. 

I will also watch against a selfish and 
exclusive attachment to my own com- 
fort, and study to be equally solicitous 
for the comfort of others, and to re- 
press every rising of impatience at the 
trouble which this may occasion to me. 

I will endeavour to cultivate a tem- 
per of more benignity towards all; and 
I will attend more to the outward ex- 
pression of love and kindness, never al- 
lowing passion to dictate what I may 
say, but studying to act by others as I 
could reasonably wish to be dealt with. 

I will watch particularly against all 
hastiness of spirit towards inferiors, and 
especially those who need my help ; 
but will listen composedly to their re- 
presentations, and render them all the 
justice, and ail the kindness in my power, 
consistently with my other duties. 

I will not only not use railing words 
to any, but I will guard against every 
circumstance inJook and manner,which 
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might tend unnecessarily to wound the 
feelings of others. 

I will not allow the ill conduct of 
others towards me to lessen my kind- 
ness and good will to them. 

1 will not reprove my servants in an. 
gcr, but in love ; and be more anxious 
to remind them of their obligations to 
God than to myself 

J will not chide or correct my chil- 
dren in passion, nor use peevish lan. 
guayve towards them ; and previous to 
correcting them, I will use prayer to 
(rod ; and I will not be turned aside 
by false pity, or by indolence, from duly 
correcting their faults, which I will ever 
remind them to be sins against God. 

I will never use threatening lan- 
guage, but by way of prevention, and 
without any mixture of passion ; and I 
will study, not to allow my voice to be 
elevated above its ordinary tone, in 
talking with any. 

I will guard against all excess in eat. 
ing and drinking ; never allowing com- 
plaisance for any to mar for a moment 
the clear exercise of my reason, or dis- 
compose my quict, by leading me be- 
yond the bounds of strict moderation. 

I will, from this time forward, when 
not hindered by unavoidable circum- 
stances, regularly devote at /east one 
half hour in the morning, and one half 
hour in the evening, exclusively to 
those concerns which lie between God 
and my soul, 

I will, every day, make the attain- 

nent of purity, humility meekness, 
lowliness of heart, activity, watchful- 
ness, calmness of mind, kindness of 
manner, sincerity, and spiritual minded- 
ness, being the graces in which I con- 
ceive myself more particularly defec- 
tive, the subject of special and earnest 
supplication at the Thronc of Grace. 

I will read every day in private a 
portion of Scripture, with meditation 
and prayer, 

I will be daily engaged in the work 
of intercession. 

I will, at least once every day, call to 
mind, with due solemnity, the innume- 
rable instances of God’s providential 
goodness to me, recollecting with deep 
self-abasement what I was in——in— 
and in »and humbly adoring the 1" 
finite mercy of God, which has thus {4 
caused me to differ. 
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{ will also call to mind every day my 
jJamentable failures in duty, my many 
actions whereby God has been disho- 
noured and my soui injured, even since 


ithas pleased him to convince me of 


my obligation to love and serve him; 
and I will improve the remembcrance 
as all incitement to greater watchful- 
ness, circumspection, and self-distrust. 

I will consider the study cf my heart 
as one main business of my life; and 
I will enter every evening, if possible, 
into a serious review of the past day, 
and of the manner in which I have 
kept this engagement, and into a so- 
lemn consideration of the fitness of 
my soul for entering on the eternal 
world. 

[ will anxiously study to reform 
whatever I shall find amiss; and of 
whatever defect in the performance of 
my duty | may be sensible, whatever 
corrupt: propensity I may ci-cover, of 
waatever sinful thoughts, words, or ac- 
tions, | may have been guiliy, [will 
endcavuur to improve as an Incite- 
ment more deeply to repent of sin, 
more highly to value the love of my 
crucified Redeemer, and more impli- 
citly to rely on his atoning merits, for 
pardon and acceptance, and on the 
sancittying grace of the Holy Spirit, 
for victory over sin, and advancement 
in purity and holiness of heart and lile. 

May the Spirit of all Grace fill my 
heart with heavenly wisdom, and form 
me a.ew in my Saviour’s image ! May 
the bright example of Jesus Christ be 
ever before my eyes; and may his 
lessons be ever graven on my heart! 
Through his blood may my defiled and 
guilly conscience be cleansed from all 
sin! May he reign in my heart, and 
ever continue the object of my ardent 
desire, of my undeviating reliance, of 
my cheerful homage, of my lively and 
active gratitude, and of my highest 
love! And may the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
fverlastinge compassion, the God af 
s'ace and peace, sanctify me wholly, 
through the blood of the everlast- 


li“ venant make me perfect in eve- 
' work to do his will, that | may 


ftnubled ever to vender to the Fa- 
Son, and Spirit, one God, the 
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praise and glory of all I have, am, or 
hope for! Amen. 
To the Editor of the Christian Observers 
SIR, 
PossiBLy the following extract from a 
letter which I lately received, may be 
thought worthy of insertion ; in hope 
of producing a public and satisfactory 
explanation on the subject alluded to, 
from some correspondent. It is from 
a young Dissenter of very exemplary 
and pious character, who is desirous 
of becoming a Member and Minister 
of the Church of England, and with 
whom [ have had some correspond- 
ence, in the hope of removing his 
scruples on that head. Your’s, &c. 
L. R. 





‘“ Your statement of what you be- 
lieve to be the doctrines of your Church 
upon the subject of Baptismal Regene- 
ration, has given me great satisfaction, 
avd almost removed my scruples on 
that head; but I tear you will not be 
equally able to silence my doubts on 
the subject cf the Burial Service: I 
feel a strong reluctance at the idea of 
pronouncing so unequivocal, a declara- 
tion of the truly christian state in which 
every one Is said to depart, when the 
contrary is often so notoriously mani- 
fest: unless this difficulty be removed, 
I think I cannot conscientiously suv- 
scribe to the Liturgy as by law esta- 
blished. ‘The anxious and friendly so- 
licitude with which ycu have entered 
into this correspondence with me, in- 
duces me to hope that even on this 
point, (which I confess is quite a stum- 
bling block to me at present) you will 
be able and willing to say something 
satisfactory to 

Your affectionate friend, 

Dec. 17, 1801. Co 

p 


For the Christian Observer. 
Extracts from the Common-Place Book of « 
Country Clergyman. 
(Continued from p. 102.) 
ON THE TRUE DIGNITY OF MAN. 


Ir has been objected against Christi- 
anity, that it exhibits degrading views 
of human nature, iniurious to virtue, 
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inasmuch as they generate a mean and 
abject state of mind, and extinguish 
that generous pride, as it is cailed, 
which is the incentive to worthy ac- 
tions. This is one proof, among many, 
that Christianity is litthe understood by 
those who oppose it. A small part of 
it only is known; and trom hence con- 
clusions are drawn as if it formed the 
whole. 

It is true that Christianity exhibits 
man as fallen very low; but is it not 
also true, thet its proper end is highly 
to exalt him?’ It represents him, in- 
decd, as degraded even unto hell; but 
does it not propose, us its very object, 
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ascends to heaven; 
nature on the 
Tn that nature rec 
heaven'y 
officiates us our advocate 
of Heaven !—entitles us to be called, 
like himseif, sons of God ; and, 
ing forth his Divine Sp 
our fallen nature. and makes it 
fer an inheritance incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away! To 
these contemplations let every meaner 
thought give way; and if we 
let us boast of that which constitutes 
our real Cignity—let us boast of our 
religion, and of our Redeemer. 

‘The unbeliever msy perhaps call all 
deem it no better 
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than a visionary fable. But this being 
Christiani/y, he ts bound ember to shew 
us that human nature Is more exatred 
on some other scheme, or tu renounce 
his objection. 

(To be coni 


Pre (.) 


ET RE 


Yo the Editor of the Christan Observer. 


SUR, 


I wave enclosed an original letter of 


Dr. Horne, tare Bishop ot Norwich; 
with the hope that its publication in 
the CuRisTtAN OBSERVER May Interest 
those readers, who justly admire the 
character ef that eminent and pious 
Prelate. 

It was found among the papers of a 
‘lergyman alter his decease, who was 
well acquainted with the Bishop and 
his Correspondent. M. L. 

Feb 19, 1501 
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\S it has pleased God, who orders eve- 
r the best, to s¢ parate us for 
allipe, so that we Cannot pass our hours 
tovetiicr, as we used to do. In reading 
the Holy Scriptures, and talking one to 
another of the things God has done for 
hima, we 
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us, and requires us to do for 
have nothing left but to pray earnestly 
for each other, that we-fall not into 
temptation, and communicate our 
thoughts in writing for the establish- 
ment of our faith. Be not discour- 
aged, my beloved friend, at what has 
happened. Itis not this, or that pei 
son, that has taken vou from us, but he 
who orders and disposes all events ac- 
cording to his infinite wisdom, and un- 
bounded love. And this, you may de- 
pend upon it, 1s done for great and 
¢lorious purposes ; at least for the tial 
of yourown faith, that being more pre 
cious than goid, it may come ott 
brighter from the furnace of temp! 
tion. ‘There are two methods the cir 
emy has of attacking the children of 
God, threatening and alluring. One ot 
these the strength from above hus em 
«bled you to stand, and fear not but 
the same strength will make you more 
than conqueror over the other. The 
God who delivered you out of the pa" 
of the lion, and the bear, and the um 
circumc Philistine, will (if yo 
continually pray to him) enable you 
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Jash from your lips, untasted, the gild- 
ed cup of pleasure and vanity, now of- 
fered and pressed upon you by the 
world, to charm your faith to sleep, 
and rob you of the jewel of everlasting 
salvation. Oh keep a watchful eye 
upon this mother of fornication, and let 
her not bewitch you with her sorceries, 
as she does the kings and great ones 
of the earth. When you went from 
hence, the world, I know, had no 
charms for you; its cares, honours, 
and pleasures were as insipid to you, 
as the kingdom ef God and his righ- 
feousness are to others: and when 
alone in your little garden, with a bi- 
ble in your hand, no person, Iam well 
assured, could more heartily subscribe 
that sentence of the blessed apostle, 
“Having food and raiment, let us be 
therewith content.’ ‘This happy tem- 
per of mind, my dearest Charles, keep 
and hold fast. Remember it was 
jormed upon thorough conviction and 
sound judement, in the hours when 
you were best disposed to understand 
and settle the true value of things. Let 
not therefore any supposed highness 
of spirits, occasioned by worldly joys 
and pleasures, make you alter an opi- 
non grounded upon the everlasting 
truth of the Almighty God. For the 
world, whatever face it may put on, 
ou this side of the water or the other, 
isnothing but fuel for the fire of ven- 
geance. Remember that all the saints 
of God were strangers in the foreign 
country of this world, foreign indeed 
lothe heirs of glory! they confessed 
themselves pilgrims and sojourners, 
without any possession, but a burying 
place. And, O remember (for it is 
vorthy to be engraved with the point 
ofadiamond upon your heart for ever!) 
that He who made the world and there- 
fore best knew its true value, chose to 
have nothing from it—but its abuse 
and reproaches. Be strong, therefore, 
my much loved friend and brother, be 
strong, not in yourself, but in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might. Be- 
‘ides frequent ejaculations, whatever 
you are about, to the throne of grace, 
fail not, at any rate, to steal some por- 
ton of each day, for reading, medita- 
lon, and prayer. Read the Blessed 
Book, the fountain of all comfort, and 
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apply by faith to yourself what you 
meet with there. Digest the heavenly 
food by meditation, and then turn it 
into prayer for its accomplishment in 
you. Torget not a daily examination 
of the state of your soul, that you may 
know what temptations are most pre- 
vailing, and wrestle with the Angel of 
the Covenant for a blessing on your 
endeavours to overcome them. Pray 
with the same earnesiness you wouid 
have done, had you been with the 
three children in the fiery furnace. 
When you are assaulted by pride, va- 
nity, and lust, look down into the erave 
and see yourself the food of worms 
and serpents; when you are perplexed 
with doubt, fear, and anxiciy, look up 
to heaven and see Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God. That this same 
Jesus, who is ever ready to succour 
them that are tempted, having been 
tempted himself with all the kingdoms 
of the world, and the glory of them— 
that he may preserve you unhurt and 
unspotted in the midst of this evil and 
adulterous generation, and present you 
faultless, in the robes of his perfect 
righteousness, before the presence ot 
his Father with exceeding joy——is a 
prayer offered up in the same earnest- 
ness of supplication, with which he 
prays for his own soul, by, my dearest 
Charles, 

Your affectionate brother in the faith 
of Christ, G. HORNE. 

To Mr. Charles Poynz, 

Spa, Germany. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observei. 
SIR, 
Tam an old Clergyman of the Church 
of England, and thoroughly attached to 
my venerabie Mother. Some are zca- 
lous for her peculiar doctrines, while 
they break through the rules she has 
laid down for the orderly exercise of 
their office. Others, who are so wed. 
ded to her prescribed forms of worship, 
as not to indure the slightest deviation 
from them, do yet deviate as far as pos- 
sible, from the doctrines taught in the 
Thirty-nine Articles, the Homilies, and 
other writings of those who compiled 
her Liturgy. Can either of these sorts of 
Clergymen be true sons of the Church ? 
I think not. Neither the stiff Forma- 
lists, who corrupt her doctrines, no" ths 
\ 
























Mote Angee 9 Nerse 





. 
: 
eS 
ek wot ae 
i= U 





- 
. 


Fee 























He Sepet ies 












disorderly Itincrants, who despise her 
discipline, are honestly fulfiiling their 
ordination vows. They may reproach 
one another as blind guides, or wander- 


ing stars; but we have nothing to do 


with their mutual revilings, nor with 
the extremes Into which they run, Our 


duty is to promote real religion, and do 
all the wood we can, accordiny to the 
penis and order of the Church, and 

vithin the limits prescribed by her laws. 
Siseutd tie blind lead the blind, we are 
commanded, by our divine Master, to 
let them alone, and must take heed to 
ourselves and doctrine. Should irregu- 
dar teachers, in their zeal for Evanyell- 

cal doctrines, compass sea and land to 
make proselytes, and even enter into 
cur labours, and alienate our parishion- 
ers from us, it is better to reirato from 
these men and iet them alone. 
them profess to be conscientious in 
ihe paren way they are pursuing, 
and may taink they are doing God ser- 
nd to him they must vive an ac- 
Voe trials and difficulties with which 
every one has to a who wishes 
to be a good parish priest, are ccrtulnly 
many and gieat, in these times. But 
we should endeavour to be consistent, 
and to mind our own business; to feed 
the flock over which we are placed, and 
to be as Uigita, as galt, aS leaven, in the 
cemmunity, which claims our active 
services and watchful care. We ought, 
indeed, to rejoice it Christ Is pre: iched 
and souls are saved, even by irregular 
means, or unauthorized teachers; but 
much more, li these blessings can be 
Without the violation of esta- 
ler. The mischiefs that at- 


obtained 
Dblisned or 
tend all divisions and separations are 
very great and extensive. One of these 
mischiefs Is a spirit of Insubordination, 
which despises the most lawful domin- 


lon, and is not afraid to speak evil of 


wbo have learnt to 
despise their ecclesiastical superiors S, 
and the established religion ol 
country, are easily led a step further— 
to Murmur against their rulers in the 
State, aud to despise the porerament 
under which the providence of God has 


dignines, They 


their 


Bitter experience has taught this les- 


sontotze Cl 


ergy of the Church of Eng- 
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land, who suffer reproach for their adhe. 
rence to her genuine doctrines. Some 
of them who were deeply engaged ip 
the revival of those doctrines, filty or 
SIXty years ago, did not see the evil and 
danger of schism, as we do; for the Op. 
thodox Dissenters were then a quiet,and 
even vu loyal people. Discountenanced, 
und often persecuted by their superiors 
In the Chur. h, who ought to have en. 
couraged ticir zeal, while it was proper. 
ly resulted, they found both consolation 
and instruction ia the writinys and con. 
versation of such men as Watts, and 
Doddridge, and Guyse. The leading 
doctrines of the Reformation, which had 
been, In a manner, lost in the Establish. 
ment, were still retained by this Class of 
Dissenters, and formed a centre of union 
between them and the Clergy alluded 
to. These good men (though attached 


to the Church) suspected no mischief 


from those who held the truths which 
they esteemed of such inestimable va- 
lue, and they were disposed to overlook 
all other differences as of a trifling na- 
ture. This unguarded conduct, on the 
part of the Clergy, gave the orthodox 
Sects great advantage, which they did 
not fail to employ, in recrulting their 
own congrezations, at the expense of 
the Church, 

But the severest blow, of this kind, 
which she ever received from her own 
sons, was inflicted by the first Metho- 
dists. Inthe lives and labours of the 
two Wesleys, Whitleld, and Ingram, 
we sec no regard paid to the discipline, 
the rule s, and the order of the Church 
of England. They totally forgot, that 
their ordination vows confined their 
ministrations within certain limits, and 
bound it upon their consciences to la. 
bour “where they should be lawfully 
called,” in obedience to their ecclesias- 
tical ¢overnors. Instead of conducting 
themselves as regular parish priests; 
they acted as evangelists at large; rang: 
ing about, and assuming a kind of apos- 
tolical tone and authority. Dazzled with 
the appearance of numerous conver 
sions, and of the rapid spread of evan- 
eclic truth, they went on drawing much 
people after them, and forming sepa- 

rate societies and places of worslip, 
even l parishes that enjoyed the bent 
ht of orthodex and exemplary pastol> 
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In short, they made too much haste to 
do good, and in their zeal for sound 
Joctrine and experimenial religion, for- 
vot that there were such evils as enthu- 
asm und schism. 
We have lived to see the sad conse- 
juences of these irregular proceedings, 
ad they were partly “foreseen by some 
wise and good men at the time. 
Among the wise and the good, of that 
ace, may be reckoned Mr. Walker of 
Truro, aud Mr. Adam of Wintringham ; 
both Clergymen of uncommon sagucity, 
and inferior to none of their contempo- 
rarics In real godliness. Such of your 
readers, @S are unacquainted with the 
character of these two holy and exem- 
plary mien, may find some account of 
them = prefi xed to their posthumous 
works. They were both true sons of the 
Church, and beheld with great anxiety 
these deviations of the Methodists, for 
which they themselves suffered unde- 
served reproach; as we all do, at this 
day, however regularly we conduct our- 
selves. With the venerable Mr. Adam 
was long and intimately acquainted. 
Among other papers that fell Into my 
hands, after his death, in 1784, I fo und 
agreat number of Letters which passed 
between him and Mr. Walker. thought 
them very Interesting, and have often 
wished that others might have the same 
profit and pleasure, in the perusal of 
them, that IL had experienced ; but never 
met with a suituable opportunity of giv- 
: them to the Public, in your Muga- 
ue eppeared. They are at your ser- 
‘ices you choose to give se ma ploce 
i" i. Tam unwilll ne to part with the 
onginals; but they shall be faithfully 
copied for you. 
As I like to know what is going for- 
ad inthe literary and religi 
‘generally look over ail the most re- 
pectable Monthly Publications; but 
‘ley none of them e€xactiy suit my taste 
Lam pleased with the loyalty and the 
i for established order, which appear 
timany of them, during these © peri- 
lous umes.” But the 
on for which they contend, is not the 
citine doctrine of our Church, as 
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scheme of reli- 


Yyot by all her Divines. from the Re- 

uon to the reten of Charles]. It 
tue scheme introduced by Ar hbie! ty - 
wd, und modified, after the Restora- 
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tion of Charles II., by Tillotson, Burnet, 
Taylor, Whichcote and Bull. The las 
named respectable and learned Bishop 
is evidently the oracie of the present 
race of Divines, who assume an exclu- 
sive right to the title of Onruopox, and 
publish “Guides to the Church.’ But, 
assuredly, bis doctrine of Jusririca- 
Tr1ON is not that of the Church of Kug- 
land. And yet the Critics, to whom ] 
allude, afarm that it is, with a pertina 
city that astonishes me. Nay they will 
not endure any writer who adheres to 
the original doctrine of the Church, in 
this point, nor allow him FAIR PLAY. 
thou eh his loyalty and attachment to 
the constitution of his country, beth in 
Church and State, may he uncguestiona- 
bie, they class him among the disaf- 
fected. 

Qn the other hand, while I admire 
the zeal for vital godliness displayed in 
some other Rlonthly Publications, which 
I could name. and feel deeply interested 
In the accounts they give, of the labours 
of Missionaries to cénvert sinners, par- 
ticularly in countries ove rspread with 
heathen carkness, I cennot view with 
pleasure gh e hs —— and poreng s re- 
lutions of cha 
of the kin ‘dom, of ordinations, conden 
rences, and wonderful conversions, as 1 
ood were Cone among us, but 
by the Sectaries. Nor do I like to see 
the names of Ciereymen of the Church 
of England appear among those of Dis- 
senting Peochers, of various denomina- 
tions. on the blue cover of a Megazine, 
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where it is advertised, “ Dr. Gill’s Rea- 
ous for separating from the Church of 
teenie us book, ably 
answered by the venerable Mr. Hart, of 
I have 
dical work, In which 
this answer first appeared, it seems to 
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be conducted on sound principles of reli- 
eovernment. But such a pub- 
lication as yours has long been wanted, 
and Ywish it success with all my heart. 
If you like the specimens, which I new 
send you, of the Correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Walker and Mr. Adam, you 
may have more; with cccasional re- 
marks upon some of the characters, 


events, a opinions, which will be 
found in them. W. R. 
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MR. WALKER’S FIRST LETTER. 
REV. SIR, Oct. 17, 1754. 
Tr was last week that your excellent lit- 
tle Catechism fell into my hands. Allow 
me. Sir, to Communicate to you the sa- 
tisfuction which myself, and all those of 
my acquaintance who have seen it, have 
received from it. The principles are 
truly ev.nyelical; and such as I] pray 
Gov may be taught to every congrega- 
tion in England. I can find no coutent 
in any writer, however otherwise adml- 
rable, by whom the corruption of man’s 
nuture is smoothed over, faithin Christ 
set out historically, and gospel repen- 
tance represented only as an external 
reformation, and that too upon human 
strength. You, dear Sir, feel what you 
speak. have found yourself altenated 
from the life of God, without rightcous- 
ness and without strength: you have 


committed yourself into the hands of 


Jesus for the justificauion of your per- 
son, and the sanctification of your na- 
ture ; and daily experience what it is to 
live by the faith of the Son of God, 
striving earnestly for the recovery of 
the divine image upon your soul. These 
things you insist upon through your 
most instructive Lectures, with an car- 
nestness of address which I will be bold 
to say, these things only can inspire, 
Be assured, Sir, that for this cause I, as 
well as all who love the Lord Jesus, have 
you in my heart. May the continual 
anointines of the Spirit be upon your- 
self, and your ministry! concerning 
which, it will be great joy to me to hear 
that you have not laboured in vain. 
Your bock scems to me pecultarly 
suited to be put into the hands of the 
unawakened. The application is every 
where familiar, and close withal ; ’tis 
short ; on the whole, I know no better 
Introduction, both for the matter and 
manner. I could wish, therefore, it 
might be in many hands, and, with that 
view, to be sold at a lower price than 
eighteen-pence. Tor my part, I shall 
eladly take a number of them, to distri- 
bute among my parishioners. Upon 


this account, as well as for the esteem 
{ hold you in, a line from you will be a 
particular favour. 

Shall I beg you, Sir, to add your Me- 
thods ot Catechizing ? I have laboured 
much in the explanation and enforce- 
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ment of the Church Catechism, in this 
town ; under God, with no inconsiderabje 
success. ‘I'he schemes you pursue may 
contribute to my greater usefulness 
herein. However important this duty, 
yctit is so little practised by the cler 

here, that I can get no light from any 
of them: Some utterly neglect it; 
others do it so superficially, that they 
might as well spare their pains; and 
none that I know (except a Clergyman 
or two of the neighbouring parishes, 
with whom I am in concert) attempt it 
upon your, and I will add my princi. 
ples ; for I cannot see the least point 


wherein we differ. 


I am, Rev. Sir, your affectionate 
Brother, and unworthy Fellow-Laboure: 
in the Gospel, SAMUEL WALKER 

MR. ADAM’S ANSWER. 
Wintringham, Nov. 1, 1754 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, 
TrreruRN you many thanks for the bro. 
therly communication of your Christian 
sentiments, which come from a warm 
heart, and I hope will prove animating 
to me. 

I am very sorry I can give you no 
satisfactory account of the good effects 
of my ministry ; which, as you love the 
Lord Jesus in sincerity, I am sensible 
it would give you pleasure to hear of. 
My lot is among a people hardened 
enough; for though I have, for many 
years, insisted perpetually and only on 
the great Evangelical points of repen- 
tance, faith, and renovation by the power 
of the Holy Ghost, and made it my busi- 
ness to unmask the Pharisaical profes- 
sor, and to strike at the root of a dead 
formality, I cannot say that much Im- 
pression has yet been made upon my 
own parishioners. Nevertheless, I bless 
God, my preaching has not been alto- 
rether without fruit: some of other pa- 
rishes have either been awakened cr 
confirmed by it; and the influence of it 
has reached, more or less, to no iccl- 
siderable distance. But whatever be 
the event, the duty enjoined me Is evi 
dent, and “wo be to me if I preach not 
the gospel ;” I mean in your sense of ity 
which I am so fully possessed of, that! 
would not preach any other for the 
world. And I am also of opinion, that ! 
the good seed is carefully sown, it wi! 
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rosper in some time or manner, im- 

nerceptible to us, What advice you 
think proper for a person so circum- 
sunced as 1 am, will not, I hope, be 
‘hrown away, and the favour of it is re- 
juested —_— 

Your own way of catechising being 
attended with success, it will be advise- 
wyle for you, dear Sir, to stick to it, 
‘hough I, or any one else, could suggest 
nother to you, seemingly more plausi- 
sie, What mine is you will partly 
euess from the little Essay, which you 
‘ave declared yourself pleased with.— 
Hut it would hardly be ingenuous in me 
notte say something more. My method, 
al along, has been to hear the children 
repeat te Catechism on Sundays, with 
Sctip ture proofs, and then give an Ex- 
position of some part of it to the con- 
crecation; going over the whole, in or- 
dey, once a year, But as this appeared 
unedifying and unaffecting, even to my- 
self, 1 struck into a new path; aiming 
more at the heart, than the head, and 


| crafting a good deal of advice upona 


little Instruction ; the former of which 
being most wanted, even by the com- 
mon people. Tor they have knowledge 
(Lhad almost said) enough: they know 
that the Lord Jesus Christ redeemed 
them, &c. but do not attend to the why 
and the wherefore, and are as averse 
from having the unsound place in their 
hearts touched, and having the doctrines 
of the Gospel fastened upon their con- 
sclences, as their betters. 

But besides this, I have almost ever 
since I came here, nigh twenty-cight 
years, examined the children, in the 
Catechism, every Wednesday in pri- 
vate ; sifting them well, and continually 
instilling the principles of Christian 
(octrine, as their capacities can bear it ; 
and especially examining them about 
‘aying their prayers, and keeping them 
‘tretly to it. This, besides the good 
cilect which it may have upon the chil- 
‘ren, may, for reasons which will be 
sbvious to you, have some upon their 
“areless, unpraying parents. And about 
“0 years ago, I also prevailed upon the 
‘tvants and young people to meet me 
‘WOnights a week, at Church, during a 
cw winter seasons, when I made the 
vatechism the eround of my instruc- 
Os tothem; andthe Lectures, which 


March, 1802.] Letter of the Rev. Mr. Adam, of Wintringham. 165 


are now before the public, are in part 
the result of that exercise. This, to- 
gether with my expounding on Sundays, 
I have reason to believe, made some im- 
pression. But, amidst this course of 
laborious duty, I fell into a great low- 
ness of spirits, and weakness of nerves; 
and was persuaded (whether right or 
wrong, God, who knows, bave mercy 
on me) to desist, and have not resumed 
any thing of the same kind. 

I now read the most instructive of 
our Homilies on Sunday witernoons, 
when I do noi catechise, explaining and 
eniorcing the most material parts of 
them; which I do with the full consent 
and approbation of my own heart. and 
in compliance with the advice of Mr. 
Bassett, our Archdeacon of Stowe. He 
is an industrious labourer in Christ’s 
vineyard, and exerts himself to the 
utmost to revive the antiquated doc- 
trines of the Church of England ; for 
which he does not escape shot-free, as 
you, who possibly may have had some 
experience of the same kind ycursell, 
will easily imagine. But he is a stout 
champion for the truth, and has grace 
enough to fear nothing. I have lived, 
for some time, in a state of Christian 
friendship and heart-communication 
with him and his spouse. They were 
the persons who chiefly pressed the 
publication of the Lectures, and indeed 
would take no denial. I was the more 
encouraged by hearing that Mr. Which- 
cote, who is one of our county mem- 
bers, and brother to Mrs. Bassett, said. 
upon hearing one or two of then 
read jn MS., “This is what I have 
jong wanted’ and wished to sec; ali 
the common expositions of the Church 
Catechism are so dry, that J never hac 
patience to go through with them.’ 
I presume he had not seen Bishop 
Ken’s. 

Your warm approbationcf these Lec- 
tures is but too pleasant to me; and 
will put me upon examining into the 
state of my heart. But it would bi 
false modesty in me, not to thank God, 
for the good reception they have met 
with, from persons whose esteem I 
chiefly value ; and for the hope it gives 
me, that, by their means, the book may, 
in some measure, answer the end ! 
had in publishing it, I must now ac- 
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quaint you, that am engaged to Hitch, 
the Bookseller, for an edition of 1000 
copies, which will be sold, when print- 
ed, for one shilling a copy, or ten shil- 


lings adozen. After that,ifthey should 
stand fair for a third edition, I will 


come into any proposal, that you shall 
recommend, for having them sold chea- 
per. 

I thank you again for the overflow- 
ines of your warnr and Christian heart ; 
and especially for your prayers for the 


anointines of the Spirit upon myselt 


and ministry. I beg the continuance 
of them, and give up my heart and 
whole self to the brotherly 
those few neighbouring Clergymen, 
you are in concert with, and wish you 
good luck in the name of the Lord. I 
further say to you, in the power of a 
true love, go on through evil report 
and good report, and be of the “ few 
names in Sardis, which have not defil- 
ed their garments.’’ Rev. iil. 4. 

I am, Rev. Sir, your affectionate 
Brother, and fellow Servant, 

THOS. ADAM. 

P. S.—If you have not seen Mr. 
Piers, of Bexley’s, Two Letters in de- 
fence of our present Liturgy, give me 
leave to recommend them to you ; 
especially as I am told he will bea 
ereat loser by them. When. you see 
the contents, you will not wonder at i* 


To the Editor of the Christian Quserver. 

MR. EDITOR, 
As I conceive trom your | rOSPeCtUus, 
that your Magazine, though principal- 
ly embracing religious subjects, is in- 
tended aiso to convey useful 
tion of every kind, I take the liberty of 
sending you the following Essay on 
the Nature and Cure of the Dry ae 
If f have obtai eve any knowledge upon 
the subject, it bas not been d 
without some ai to procure It, and 
some anxiety lest ny habitation should 
very materially suffer from the Intru- 
sion of so unwelcome a guest. 

Tiuber is subject to decay when- 
ever itis placed in a damp situation, 
or in one in which it is sometimes dry 
times wet. In this case it 
erows of a darker hue, be- 
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imbibes and strongly retains moisture, 

losing at the same time its solidity, 
and the coherence of its fibres. By 
this ordinary decay 1s by no means to 
be confounded with that, which is o¢. 
casioned by what Is termed the Dry 
Rot. Vhe difference between then 
consists In the following Particulars, 
The latter occurs not only in damp 
situations, but in those which are coy. 
paratively dry; from which circum. 
stance its name is derived. The for. 
mer confines itself entirely to those 
parts which are immediately exposed 
to damp, so that some parts cf the 
same plank may be perfectly sound. 
while others are decayed; the latte 
by degrees spreads not only to every 
part of the plank in which it originates, 
but frequently to every piece of timber 
with which it has any communication ; 
extending freqt iently behind a wain- 
scot, or under a stair-case, to different 
rooms, and even different stories. The 
formeracts with comparative slowness; 
but the latter with great rapidity, often 
destroying ina short time a thick beam, 
to such a degree that it is Incapable of 
bearing any considerable pressure. But 
the most obvious and important parti 
culars in which they differ, are those 
of the smell and external appearance. 
The Dry Rot has always a smell re- 
sembling that of mushreoms, by which 
itis readily known. ‘The surface also 
of the wood presenis an appearance of 
vexctat ion. This discovers itself first 
bya are itish appearance or efflorescence 
in some part of the wood, adhering 
closely to it, which by degrees spre. ads 
on every side; in some places forming 
broad patches, like the leaves of some 
sea plants; in others, sending forth 
branches or roots, with various rami: 
cations along the surface of the woot, 
and of various sizes, some of the largest 
being as thick as a man’s finger. These 
branches or roots (for they 
perform the functions of both 
parts of a plant) will often extend 0 
the length of many feet, and when they 
can no longer find wood to which they 
can attach themselves, will climb up * 
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are found to be extremely light; and 
Fe .xposed to the air, soon shrivel up 
‘0 an inconsiderable bulk. Wainscot 
which bas suffered trom the Dry Rot, 
when taken Gown, is found to have its 
pack surface covered with broad fila- 
ments of the above kind, slightly ad- 
heriug to it, which may be easily peel- 
edott; the wood under it, though often 
perieculy dry, being found engi Lo 
have lost its solidity, and to be totally 


deca 4 ¢ c ‘dd. 


This account of the appearance of 
the Dry Rot sufliciently explains its 
yature.s The Dry Rot in wood 1s a de- 
cay oceastoned bya fieculiar vegetable of 
he fungus kind, which possesses the 
power of destroying the wood to which 
it adheres, and ‘tem which it derives 
its nourishment. 

This vegetable originates and Is pro- 
nagated, like all other vegetables, from 
seed. The seeds which are extreme- 
ly minute in this genus of plants, are 
spread over its surface, or placed in 
cavities in its branches. They require, 
inorder to make them vegetate, a soil 
and situation suitable tothem. Wood 
rather damp is their proper soil, and 
sarnant air their favourite situation. 
And wherever they meet with sucha 
sil and situation, they readily grow 
and luxuriantly flourish. 

It may not indeed be an easy matter 
to trace, I many cases, the way by 
which these seeds have been introduc- 
el; but we may rest satisfied in the 
general law of nature, that no vegeta- 
ion Is propagated at a distance by any 
other mode ; and it may be sufficient 
here to remark, that though, in every 
part of the world, wood exposed to 
damp has always decayed, yet there 
are many parts of the world where the 
Dry Rot has never been known. There 
ve many districts in England, where 
thas not yet appeared ; but wherever 
thas once got a footing i in a town or 
illage, it is not unusual for it to spread 
in that place, till few houses remain 
*\urely tree from it. A small chip of 
Wood, a few particles of saw-dust, will 
“on vey the seeds; nay the very tools 
Wed in removing wood decay ed by it, 
May be the means of carrying them to 
pe places, where they may find a 
‘Wourable situation for growth. I have 
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known new boards, which had stood 
in a yard in which the Dry Rot was 
found, decay in a tew months when 
laid cown in floors; as they brought 
with them the seeds of their own des- 
truction. Superficial reasoners are often 
deceived, by confounding the cause with 
the means of its growth. ‘They find it 
chiefly in damp situations, and there- 
love attribute its origin to damp; in- 
stead of considering the damp as only 
affording a favourable situation for its 
growth when already planted. In an 
unfavourable situation, the seed would 
perish. 

In what manner it effects the des- 
truction of timber, is not so easy to be 
explained. But I conceive that it acts, 
as the chemists speak, by decomposing 
the wood; 7. e. it has the power of ab- 
stracting from it some of the elements 
of which it is composed, by which the 
conesion of the parts is destroyed, and 
comeannently the — and durabi- 
lity of the timber. Wood is compos- 
ed, i In a great measure, of carbon, oxy- 
gen, and hydrogen; and let any of 
these principles be withdrawn, let their 
proporuon be varied, or let anew prin- 
ciple be introduced, and the wood is no 
longer what it was. The shape and out- 
ward appearance may in some degree 
remain, but its solidity and texture are 
lost. 

It was necessary to give so full an 
account of the Dry Rot, in order to 
throw light upon the kind of remedies, 
proper to be adopted for the purpose of 
preventing or destroying its growth. 

To prevent it, air holes should be in- 
troduced into those cavities in a build- 
ing where a stagnation of air might 
clse occasion damp. Such are the ca- 
viues under the boards of a ground 
floor, or behind the wainscotting of the 
lower apartments. ‘These air holes 
are, however, attended with the incon- 
venience of rendering a room cold; 
unless there is a convenient mode of 
stopping them, whennecessary. With 
the same view, dry cinders, or ashes, 
are preferable to earth as a layer under 
floors; as being less apt to imbibe and 
cive out moisture. 

But when the Dry Rot has already 
taken possessionol a place, other reme- 
lies must be resorted tommany have. 
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been proposed. The Society for the 
incouragement of Arts, some years 
aro, proposed a premium for one which 
shoutd, upon sufficient trial, ave been 
found to be effective—They adjudged 
it io a gentleman, whose process con- 
sisted in carefully removing every par- 
ticle of wood which apynnrec to be 
—— by it, in completely charring 

r pitching the new wood used, in dig- 
wh out the earth adjoining to the 
place where it flourished, and filling up 
ihe cavity with ashes and scales from 
a siuith’s forge, and in also making a 
chanel or flue by whick fresh air might 
always be admitted. 
this process will be seen to be judicious 
—with respect, however, to the last it 
may be remarked, that the mere ad- 
mission of air, without establishing a 
current, does not appear to be particu- 
larly useful. Ii, by any means, as by 
communication with a chimney, a re- 
cular current of air can be produced, 
the situation becomes no longer fa- 
vourab!c to the growth of this destruc- 
tive vevetable. It may be remarked, 
that veretables of this class contain a 
large proportion of fixed air, or, as it 
is now termed, carbonic acid gas; and 
that they flourish principally in places 
where that kind of air is found, which 
is known to be wherever air has been 
long stagoant lo damp places. 

‘nese remedies cannot, however, 
be all of them practised without con- 
siderable expense; I shall therefore 
propose one, which I can, from repeat. 
ed observation during six years, pro- 
nounce to be certain, both in prevent- 
ing and destroying this noxious vege. 
table. 

Take any quantity of green vitriol, 
and dissolve it in an iron pot over the 
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fire, in as little water as will be suff. 
cient for its solution, and with this 
liquor, whilst very hot, rub over the 
infected wood with a brush, as thick 4s 
possibie, two or three times. If pro- 
perly done, it forms a kind of giage 
upon the surface of the wood, Care 
must be taken of the operatot’s Clothes, 
as the drops which fall upon them yjj 
corrode them. 

The rationale of this process is ob, 
vious: the heat of the mixture is de. 
structive to vegetation. I have knowy 
boiling hot water destroy the Dry Rot, 
in an early stage of its growth. Bu 
besides the eflect of the heat, the cor- 
rosive nature of the application is such, 
that all vegetable life perishes by its 
contact; and as it occupies the pores 
of the superficial part of the wood, it 
not only destroys any seeds which 
might have made a lodgement there, 
but renders the wood totally unfit for 
ever affording any further nutriment 
to its erowth, though the application 
does not appear to have any bad effect 
upon the wood itself. It should bere- 
marked, that every part, both of the 
wood and walls also, which it has al. 
ready occupied, ought most carefully 
to be washed with the solution, else it 
may be expected to break out in another 
part. I have seen this to be the case 
lately, where the joists and beams of 3 
loor had been washed with the above 
mixture, but a small part of the endo! 
the joists, which rested upon a wall, 
had been left untouched. In conse 

quence of this, the rot had extended 
itself from these ends to the floor of 
an adjoining room, and considerably 
injured it. I remain, Sir, &c. 
VIMAND. 





ETE 





* © Our critical readers will discover some inaccuracies in the following Lines, but will ready & 
fnowledge, we doubt not, that these are more than compensated by their elegance. 


ELEGY ON THE 


Wuo! hapless, he!pless being, who 
Shall strew a flower upon thy grave? 

Or, who, from “ mute eblivion’s power,” 
Thy disregarded name shall save ? 


Honour, and wealth, and learning’s store, 
The votive urn remembers long; 

And ev’n “the annals of the poor,” 
Live in their bard’s immortal song 


DEATH OF A POOR IDIOT. 


But a blank stone best stories thee, 
Whom sense,nor wealth, nor fame could fine 
Poorer than aught beside we see, 
A human form without a mind. 


A casket gemless !—yet for thee 
Pity suspends the tender wail; 
For reason shall a moral see, 
While mem’ry paints the simple tale 
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es, it shall paint thy humble form, 

Clid decent in its russet weed, 

Hap} y in harmless wandring’s charm, 

And pleas’d thy father’s flock to feed.— 
With vacant, reckless smile she bore, 

Patient, the scorner’s cruel jest ; 
With unfixt gaze could pass it o’er, 

And turn it pointless from her breast. 
Her tongue, unable to display 

The unrorm’d chaos of her mind! 
No sense its rude sounds could convey, 

But to parental instinct kind. 

et, close to everv human form 

Clings imitation’s mimic power, 
And she was fond and proud to own 

The school-time’s regulated hour ; 
tnd o’er the mutiiated page 

‘© lesson’s tone; 

Andere the scholars’ task was said, 

Brought ever and anon her own; 


Vutter’d the rillihn 


And many a tru: ant boy would seek, 
Al id drag reluctant to his place ; 
Andewa the master’s solemn rule 
Would mock with grave and apt grimace. 


Each heart humane could frecly iove 
A nature so estrang’d from wrung; 
And even infants would protect 
Her from the passmg traveller’s tongue ! 
But her prime joy was still to be, 
Where holy congregations bow ; 
Rapti n Wi 'd transports when they sung, 


i 


! whenthey pray’d, would bend her low. 


iam Wheresve’er thou art, 
some latent worship still is there; 


Blush ye! whose form without a heart, 
The Idiot’s plea can never share ! 

Poor guileless thing! just eighteen years, 
Parental cares had rear’d alone ; 


Then (lest thou c’er should’st want those cares. 


Heaven took thee spotless to his own, 
Full many a watching eye of love 
‘hy sickness and thy death did chect 
And reason, while she joys, approves 
The instinct of a parent’s tear. 
Poor cuileless thing! forgot by men, 
Tie heaving turf directs to thee ; 
“Tis all thou art” to mortal ken, 
put Faith bevond the tomb can sec. 
For what a burst of mind shal! glow, 
When disencumber’d from this clod ; 
Thou, who on earth could’st nothing know. 
Shalt rise to comprehend thy God! 
Oi: ! could thy spirit teach us now, 
Full many a truth the gay might learn ; 
7 se value of a blameless lite, 
Full many a scorner might discern. 


yes! they might learn who waste their time, 


What it must be to Anow nosin. 
They who pollute the soul’s sweet prime, 
What, to be spotless pure within. 
Go! then, and seek her humble grave, 

All ye who sport in folly’s ray, 
And as the gale the grass shall wave, 
List to 2 voice that seems to Say ; 
“ °Tis not the measure of your powers, 
To which the cternal meed is given : 
°Tis wasted or improved hours, 
Which forfeit, or secure your heaven 


3° 
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CHAP IV. 
foe inquiry pursued with regard to the doctrine 
f ORIGINAL sin, and the consequent STATE 
AND CHARACTER OF MAN, in this world, 
AS A SINNER, 


ik. Overton now proceeds to parti- 


Cularize some of the most important 
rlits of Christian doctrine, which are 


“othe chief subjects of the present 
on ‘pa He reminds his readers. 

t has been already preved, that 
‘Christ Obsery. No. S. 


our Church Is ‘to be interpreted ac- 
cording to the most natural and fui! 
sense of her words, and that a practical! 
acquaintance with her doctrines is re- 
quired,’ in her members. 

The Author then details the senti- 
ments of the persons whom he op- 
poses, and which he considers as dil- 
fering essentially from those of the 
Church, upon the doctrine of Orict- 
NaL Sin, considered under the distinct 
views of man’s eorrzufition or sinful- 
a and hiszmpotence; and 

he refers, in support of the fairness of 

his statement, to various passages In 

the writingsof Bp. Law, Bp. Warburton, 

and the other writers already ailuded to, 
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The inference he craws from all these 
quotations, is, that these Divines set 
thei;nselves to reduce this doctrine to 
the narrowest Compass they possibly 
cab, Which in jeed some of them whom 
he quotes, confess to be the case. 

Witn the views of these writers, on 
the three pots mentioned above, Mr. 
O. then contrasts the doctrine of the 
Church, as it 1s contained in the Articles, 
Liturgy, and Homilies; and confirmed 
by Dr. Noweil, Bp. Jewell, Roxcers, 
Hooker, Bradtord, Cranmer, Heoper, 
Lattmer, and even by tue Augsburgh 
Confession, which some resort to as a 
palliadve. 

We must refer our readers for the 
details of this contrast, to the book it- 
self; but we extract the foilowlng pas- 
sage, us Coptalning the Author’s sum- 
mary view eof the pores discussed In 
this chapter. After asking whose coc- 
trines respecting buman corruption 
most resemble those of “i Church— 
“ ours, Whe speak strone'y on tie sub- 
pets or theirs, Who so cae to lower 
and extenuate it; and quoting some 
concessions of Bp. Burnet and Dr. [ey, 
in which they allow that the views they 
oppose are more Closely conformed to 
the doctrine of the Church than their 
own, he adds :— 


Similar concessions, in abundance, might be 
adduced from others of the 
this classof tenchers And that anv of them 

should attempt to maintain them agreement 
wih the church on this doctrine is really as- 
tonishing, For, let us only bring a few lead- 
ing ideas of each into comparison, and see 
hew this coincidence will apnear 

They then, as it has been shown, denv the 
corruption of our nature by the fall, a/to: gether 
doubt whether our mental corruption 1s at all 
owing to Adam’s transgression ; or confine this 
corruption to some ofour species: Gur Church, 
in terms the most express and unequivocal, 
which she repeats and illustrates bevond all 
poss. ble room for mistaking hey, that 
© Original sin. is the fault and corruption ofthe 

rature of every man that naturally ts engerder- 
ed of the offspring of Adam ;” that © /// men 
are conceived and born in sin;” that into this 
staie ** we were cast, bv breaking of God's 
commandment in our firs l 
that we descend from him as corrupt branches 


asserts, 


t parent Adam ;” and 


from a corrupt stock.—The most orthodox of 


Divines consider this depravity of our 
nature as but partial; as consisting in defects 
andimp riections, accompanied with much re- 


} 
+} i a 
LHeS¢e 


maining good :—Our church teaches, that we 
are the farthest possitle gone from original 
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Most eminent of 


(Li terary, 


righteousness; that we have no health in ys 
no one part of our former purity and clean, 
hess; that of our own nature we are without 
ais spark of goodness in us, without any virty. 
ous or godly motion, and only given to ey] 
thoughts and wicked ‘deeds 
In their judgment, the great evil of sin cop. 
sists in its effects on human SOCIeLy :—Our 
church affirms, that it most justly provokes the 
wrath and indignation of God.—A common 
opinion with them is, that the effects of the 
first transgression upon Adani’s posterity, are 
only temporal judgments, and a state of mor. 
tality.— the Ch erch of En ph te asserts, that 
in every child who is born into the world 
ginal deserveth God’s wrath and relia 


tion; that Adam after his fall was accursedof 


his Maker, condemed by his just judgement to 
everlasting death; that he had not ung in hem. 
rconceraation, both of b Ly 
ISTE ITS 


self but everlasting 
and soul, and that lus whole yp» , Sustain 
the seifsame fall and punishment —According 

: ( ie 5 
to their casistry, Gaod’s mest av ful denuner. 


tions against sin, may only mi; ty some still, 
intermediate, ard uncertain kind of pumsh. 
Ment: hese denunciations they are pf 


shy of mentioning: and they even Say, that 
“We are not called pon by our Church to sub 

it’ of hell-tor ments, nor even 
to condemn those who affirm that all men oil 
be finally saved P ancliie Church uses, and con. 


ity 


scribe to the etern 


stantly repeats, im regard both to the intensit 
and duration of this punishment, the very 
strongest expressions afforded in language: 
Such surely are these, to © perish everlasting. 
ly; “to go into everlasting fire ;” © God's 
wrath and everlasting damnation ;” the bitter 
pains of eternal death ;” * bell-fire ;” “the 
most excruciating and eternal torments tn un. 
qnenchable tire "—How would these Gentle 
men represent intense anc never-ending mise 
ry, if this language does not? 

So in respect to the powers man naturally 
possesses for restoring himsel Lf to holiness and 
the divine favour. They mightily extol his 
reason as sufficient, without any supernatural 
assistance, to enter into the true meaning of 
God’s word, and to attain all requisite knowl 
edge in divine things: Our Church teaches, 
that “unto a natural man, many of the pre- 
cepts of God’s word, seem mere absurdities, 
contrary to all reason;” and that “a natural 
man urderstandeth not the things that belong 
to God, and that neither can he.?—They tezch. 
with almost one voice, like the Papists, the dae: 
trine of freewill/:—Our Reformers say, 1st 
the Pzpistical doctrine of freewill is adom int 
ble in the sight of God, and to de ubherre. by 
ail Christian men; and our Church adds, thet 
we have no will to good, till we are preve" 
by the grace of Christ. Their ideas are. th 
man’s natural powers are only nor quite suffice 
for what Christianity requires ; that they cal 
not place him ina state of Chrretion pe fect: 
but that he can atchieve a great deal to’ ave 
this end; and that something must be first 
by him, in the work of conversion and gal¥a- 
tion, is mest strenuously insisted upon. Soli 
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mes they suppose him capable of performing 
eich gaod ¥ vores as naturally make him zncdin- 
; to embrace the gospel ; at Others, such 4s 
mat recom” ond him to God; and at others, 
guch as revder him worthy of t he divine favour 
and lection: Our Church teaches, that he has 

er to ie what is really good ; that with- 


i 
gin the work of {is 


oul Chvist he can do noth an 


gaivation; that of himself be is unable even to 
think a gro d thought; that he cannet make 
tioself ighteouseitherinthe whole orin part; 

that ic cannot even prepare gniencs. to faith, 
ge: that bis dest natural works neither render 
him weet to veceive grace, nor deserving of it, 


nor ie pleasing to God, but are, in fact, them- 
elves sis 

lhos, then, is the agreement with our Arti- 
cles, Liturgy, and Humiuties, of which these 


Courchmen boast! In this manner do they 


I teach the doc‘rines contained in these formula- 


ities, us they were first delivered by our Re- 
formers! (np. 105—157.) 

Mr. O. concludes the Chapter by re- 
pelling the Charge, that the persons 
whom he defends use stronger language 
than the Church has done upon this Pt 
trine, and denies that such can well be 
found. 

CHAP. V. 
Tie investigation continued with respect to the 
doctrine of REPENTANCE. 

|. Mr. Overton, after remarking that 
according to men’s ideas on the subject 
of depravity, will be their solicitude re- 
spect ing it, and their notions of conver- 
siot from it, goes on to state his own 
views and those of his friends upon the 
subject of Repentance. They consid- 
era fechng and practical conviction 
ot human depravity as essential to Chris- 
tanity ?  Phis conviction, they think, 
“may justly excite unfeigned sorrow, 
and deep anxtety In the soul;” and they 
awe also of opinion, that. “ in order to 
salvation, a change of mind. of views and 
dispositions, must be effected in every 
rsony Wherever born, however edu- 
cated, or of whatever conduct; a 
Change generally known by the nanie 
of Regeneration. 

To those who object that this change 
1S ¢ fected in us at our baptism, the Au- 
thor answers, that baptism rests on the 
sme footing, in this respect, with cir- 
‘umcision; that good fruit cannot be 
Ploduced but from a good tree; and 
wa asthe bulk of those who have been 
baptized, live in the habitual practice of 
What the word of God deems evil, they 
"an therefore be Christians in outward 


profession only ; and “ this distinction,” 
he adds, “ between a mere nominal, he- 
reditary, external religion, and real, 
practical, eiaanal Chritianis y; between 
the mere form of godliness, and the fow- 
er of it, we cannot relinguish.” (p. i161.) 
Lhe change, for which our Author 
aryucs, Is properly represented, he re- 
matks, by «ny one of the scriptural 
terms, 4é 5 entahce, conversion, revova- 


Cision oft the tien ; none of which, how- 
ever, are to be considered as Impiying 
the conversion of persons. already Chris- 
tiuns, to the profession of Christianiiy; 
but the couversion of an hereditary pro- 
fession, into actual practice ond experl- 
ence; “and in fact,’ he adds, “the 
change effected in the views, disposi 
tions, and pursuits of those, whe trom 
mere nominal, become real Christicnsy 
bears so strong a resembience to that 
experienced by the first Cristians on 
their conversion, as fully to justify the 
description of it by the sume terms 
(p. 162.) 

Mr. O. observes, however, that he 1s 
not solicitous about words, but that 1t is 
the thing only, the actual reformation of 
the heart and character, which Is to be 
deemed of importance; and, viewing 
the siate of religion among us, he 1s 
wuxious to guard against that abuse of 
the doctrine of the Est.blishment con- 
cerning baptism, which permits all pere 
sons In our Communion, to e3 rpect the 
blessings of the baptismal covenant as 
a matter of course, whether or not in 
any sober sense of the words they fulfil 
its conditions. 

‘The author of this happy change of 
character,’?’ Mr. O. adds, “ we believe, 
is, the Holy Spirit; but, that it is gene- 
rally effected, and is always to be sought 
after, in the diligent use of the appoint- 
ed means of grace.’? He guards ayainst 
the misrepresentations of those who 
would insinuate that when conversion Is 
spoken of, “we are ranting about some 
instantaneous operaticn, which finishes 
the whole business of religion at once: 
ve mean by it the sr r7ous commencement 
of a work,which it requires the vigorous 
exertions of a whole life to complete. 
Our opinion therefore is, that humility 
of mind, and seriousness of deportment, 
highly become the character of Chris- 
tians, in their best estate.” (p. 163,164.) 
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2. “© Very different, however, are the 
notions of several of our Ofsfionents. 
We will not affirm that they absolutely 
treat with ridicule every appearance of 
contrition Tor sin, or solicitude respect- 
ing the state of the soul; but they cer- 
tainly approach very near such a Con- 
duct. At the most, it is only some gen- 
tle feeling of remorse, some slight de- 
eree of spiritual anxiety, which they 
can endure. Mien may be serious, may 
be affected, niay discover solicitude, 
ubout what other objects they please ; it 
is not permitted here: It is knavery ; it 
is folly; it is hypocrisy; it is insanity; 
where the honour of God, and the care 
of the soul are concerned.” (p. 164.) 

Mr, Polwhele, the Anti-Jacobin Re- 
viewers, Dr. Croft, Mr. Clapham, &c. 
are censured on this ground; and are 


accused of giving a distorted view of 


the sentiments of those persons whom 
they oppose ; such a view, likewise, as 
is utterly Incensistent with their rcpre- 
sentations, at other t NCS, of the ilatter- 
ing nature of the doctrines of their ad- 
Several of these authors are 
ing the neces sity 


versaries, 
quoted, as wholly deny 
of any radical change in the present day; 
as referring to baptism, whatever radi- 
cal and internal change may be allowed 
to be necessary ; and as incaning no 
more by repentance, than cutward re- 
formation; or at most, some very pars 
tial change of character; or 1f more Is 
allowed to be rec 
ithe more abandoned par t of mankind, 
“ Yowever indulyent,’? Dir. Carr says, 
(Serm. L. p. 112.) % the Savicur of the 


os cen Ra eutes. dca 
siabie. it 1S OMAY a] 


7 to acclie 


ssion....if we have fallen 


work d may 
infirmities, or pas: 
into adultery, the ‘ft, murder, &c. our re- 
pentance niust closely follow.’ (p.171.) 

In contrasting with these notions, 
the sentiments of the Church upon the 
point in question, Mr. O. shews, from 
the Liturgy and Homilies, that she con- 
siders repentance to be necessary for 
every fierson in her communion, who 
has arrived at years of discretion; and 


that she could not possibly be more ex- 
plicit than she is, in declaring against 
the substitution of any merely outward 
or partial change for true repentance ; 
teaching, as she does, that it extends to 
the ** very bottom of the heart,” and that 
penitents “must be clean altered, and 
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changed,” and “must become ney 
creatures.” He further states, that she 
ascribes this work entirely to the Holy 
Ghost, and on this point quotes a st ong 
passage from Lord Bacon. (p. t71- 
174.) He then illustrates, by further 
extracts, her views of the necessity of 
contrilion and solicitude of nund,as ac. 
companying this change; and, having 
vivena specimen of the penitential lan. 
guage of our leading Martyrs, in a pas. 
sage quoted from John Bradford, thus 
conciudes :-— 

I again appeal to every competent and un 
prejudic ed judge, to say, which party teaches 
most like the Church of E ne¢land, on this sub. 
ject; we, who allow men to be earions in this 
most serious cause; or ¢iey, Who are so dispos. 
ed toslight,and even to ridicule real solicitude, 
about the spiritual state: we, who urge the 
necessity of a practical, radical, and general 
change of character; or they, who rest so much 
upon hereditary distinctions, and external re. 
formation, and, at the most, require only some 
very partial amelioration of heart and prin. 
ciples: we, who ascribe true conversion to 
God, to the agency of the Divine Spirit; o 
they, who consider ita work which is “ easy 
and natural” to man? (p. 177. 

(70 be continued.) 


X. The Auticalvinist 3 or Two filain Dis- 
courses on Redemption and Faith. By 
Rosert PeELLowseEs, MA. of St. Ma- 
ry Hall, Oxiord ; Curate of Harbury; 
and Author of a Picture of Christian 
Philosophy, &c. &c. Second edition, 
with additions. Svo. 28 pp. Price Is, 
or 10s. a dozen. 
Tur title of this pamphlet, led us to 
expect from it, an exposure and relu. 
tation of those opinions,which form the 
- features of the Calvinis- 
lic system. But in this expectation we 
have been disappointed. The attack 
here made, is not on the doctrines held 
by Calvinists exclusively, but on thos 
which we have been in the habit of re- 
garding, as the prominent and distinc- 
tive marks of the Creed of the Church 
of Englind ; nay, as forming the essence 
f Christianity itself, 

Had Mr. F. confined his animadver 
sions to those less essential points 
which give to the Calvinistic creed its 
peculiar character; and had he, at the 
same time, conducted the discussion i 
the spirit of Christian charity and for- 
bearance, we should have thought him 
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by no means liable to reprehension on 
that account. But having direcily im- 
pug ned some of those doct rines, which 
are the most unequivocally specified in 
the Liturgy and Confessional of that 
Church, of which he is pot only a meis- 
ber hut a minister; and having Ieit 


others equally important enurely out ot 


his system, We deem it our duty to lve 
tohis work a greate r share of our atten- 
tion than its size miay scem to claim. 

In the Preface, Myr. I’. advances a 
number of strong, but vagee and enc. 
ral charges, against “many of those 
who falsely assume the ttle of Evan- 

elical Preachers.” These persons, he 
i es, “either from stubborn ignorance, 

r pe erfidious wickedness, ave, at this 
scans busily employed, in sapping 
tlie strong foundations of morality 3”? and 
in decrying ‘the importance, and in- 
validating the necessity, of a loyal sud- 
mission to the moral government cf the 
(rosfied.”? (qo. it.) 

The real object of Mr. P’s attack, 
would ap pear from these,and such like 
extracts, to be the Antinomian hercsy. 
That this heresy “ti a considera! le eX- 
istence In the kingdom, we are not dis- 
posed to deny ; and so sensible are we 
of its pernicicus and unti-christian ten- 
cency, that we should rejoice to see the 
pen of some able Divine pointe dagainst 
it, with discrimination and eflect. A 
rash, Incautious, or unskilful hand, how- 
ever, while Antinomianism is the pro- 
lessed object of his hostility, may strike, 
uw Mr. F. has done, a deadly blow at 
the root of all evangelical obedience. 
Mr. Fellowes, it is moreover to be ob- 
served, is far too loose and declamato- 
ty, and dwells too much in generalities, 
even if his method of treating the sub- 
ject were unexceptionable in other re- 
spects, to convince those, whose minds 
may be tainted with the subtle and de- 
lusive errors of Antinomianism : but he 
will be still less likely to produce any 
eifect, when to declamation, he adds in- 
vective ; and when, by a very superfi- 
Clal eye, errors, which are radical, and 
perhaps no less destructive, than those 


/A€ opposes, may be discovered in his 


“Wn views of Christianity. 

We conclude from the title of the 
bamphiet, that Mr. I’. meant to convey 
‘0 his readers, the idea, that the Calvi- 
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bee 


nists, as a body, were justly chargeable 
vith those Antlncmian notions, which 
he re eprobates 5 but may it net be ques- 
tioned, whether this be indeed a well- 
sentuilon ! Whatever ob- 
eclions might be urgcd avuinst certain 
Caivinistic sentiments, it: sure!v cannot 
with truch be alleged generally oi chose 
who hold them, that they are employed 
“in sapplng the foundations of morali- 
ive” oF that liicy “decry the importance 
and invalidate the necessity of a loyal 
submission te the moral government of 
the Gospel.” The Inetitntes of Calvin 
himself, and the Westminster Cate- 
chism, would disprove this charge; al- 
though both these works are Certainly 
far more Calvinisuc, if we may be al- 
lowed to use such an expres ston, than 
the generality of modern Calvinists. 
May we not also call in the aid of expe- 
rience, and refer to Scotland, wuere the 
above-named Catechism forms the com- 
mon groupd-work of reilgious instruc. 
tion, as a proof, that the Calvinisiic 
creed, Whatever crrors some perscns 
nay attribute to it, is not chargeable 
with producing all thet relaxation of the 
tics of moral cbligation, which Mr. k 
would maintain it does § 
Tie pamphiet consists of two 
mons, the first of which ts from i John 
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of the whole world. ‘Vhe Author's de- 
clared object in it is, briefly and plainly 
to explain the extent and nature ef out 
redemption ; the benefits of which he 
states to be universally extended, and 
not confined to “a few chosen incividu- 
als.*°? (p. 9, 10.) 

After maintaining that the death of 
Christ will be the means of blessedness 
to none who do not perform the condi- 
tions of faith, repentance, and sincere 
obedience, which are required of them, 
(p. 10), he explains the nature of br 
Christian Covenant to be, that (p. 11. 
“ Christ by his death hath ar on 
his Father to grant to mankind a dis- 
pensation of mercy; promising par- 

* Whatever may be the cpinions of men on 
this subject, or on the true meaning of the 
term Jc/ect, we think the word itsel if ovehit not 
to be treated with levity. It is a scriptural 
expression, and one, as Mr. F. must know, 
which is frequently used by our Church. 
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don on the conditions of their faith, 
their repentance, and their obedience, 
or continuance in well-doing.”” Mr, 
I’. Chen gives it as his opinion, that the 
consequence of Adam’s disobedience 
was the forfeiture to himself and his 
descendants of the privilege of immor- 
tality ; and that this sentence of mor- 
tality, or, as he explains it, this total 
extinction of being, which awaited all 
men at the close of life, was repealed 
by the death of Christ. And this 
deliverance from a state of annihila- 
tion at death, he states also to belong 
only to those who obscrve the statutes 
of Christv’s kingdom. The disobedi- 
ent, he farther observes, are threaten- 
ed, by Christ, with destruction ; which, 
according to Mr. I signifies merely 
the total extinction of being, at the 
close of this mortal ilfe.(p. 11.) To 
prove that we have not misrepresented 
the sentrments of Mr. I. on the im- 
portant points of the real nature, ex- 
tent, and effects of the fall of Adam, 
we shall quote the following passage— 


Though Christ both practised, taught, and 
enjoined tle purest morality, and though we 
are desired to “ be holy, ashe which hath call- 
ed us is hiolv,” (1 Pet. i. 15) vet there are 
many persons, either through ‘pleasure in un- 
righteousness,” (2 Thess. ii 12.) or wrought 
on by “strong delusion, that they should be- 
lieve a lie,” (2 Thess. ii. 11.) whopretend that 
the sin of Adam hath so thoroughly tainted, 
and so radically depraved human nature, that 
man is from his birth, addicted to wickedness, 
and incapable of goodness.—But the Serip- 
tures, When they are truly expounded, never 
teach, and our Saviour himself, in all his dis- 
courses, never published this loathsome and 
pernicious doctrine, The sin of Adam did not 
witiate the nature of mankind The punishment 
inflicted on Adam for his transgression, was 
death, and temporal misery. His posterity, 
therefore, are born to mortality and to suffler- 
ing; but they are not born either in guilt or in 
wickedness. They are not éorn disposeu to evil 
aad indisposed to good. They are born innocent ; 
and this was certainly the opinion of our Sa- 
viour, or he would not otherwise have declar- 
el of little children, that of such is the king- 
dom of God. He would not have said this, if 
they had been born in guilt and wickedness; 
for guilt and wickedness can have no admis- 
sion into heaven. Little children are born in- 


nocent, and ripe for heaven; and the fall can- 
not, conseguentiy, have so vitiated the nature 
of man, as to have communicated to it an un- 
natural propensity to moral evil, and an utter 
ioathing of moral good. (p. 15.) 


— 
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With this view of the subject, we 
need not wonder that Mr. F. shoulq 
have pronounced the Gospel to be 
“nothing more thana rule of inie;” ( 
12.) and that the death of Christ has 
only procured deliverance trom anni. 
hilation, for those who obey Its pre- 
cepts. (p. 11.) Mr. Fellowes no where 
asserts, that the death of Christ is fol. 
lowed by any other biessings, than 
those which have been already enume. 
rated ; and he endeavours to prevent 
the notice of this omission, by inveigh- 
ine strongly against all(p 12. who re- 
gard the death of Christ, as baving an- 
nulled the necessity of moral obsery- 
ances. We, in common with Mr. F,, 
regard such an opinion as deserving 
the utmost abhorrence ; and we scru- 
ple not to say, that whoever considers 
the death of Christ as having invalidat- 
ed the importance, or superseded the 
practice of a single moral duty; ‘p. 
12.) whoever imagines that our Re- 
deemer hath “left him nothing to do, 
but only to live as he pleases;” or repre- 
sents him as delivering us ** from the 
necessity of moral virtue,” (p. 14) en- 
tertains irrational, and unscriptural no- 
tious, blasphemes the Gospel of his 
God and Saviour, and will find him- 
self ‘*miserably and fatally deluded, 
when the Son of Man shall again ap- 
pear, coming in the clouds of Heaven; 
when the books shall be opened, and 
judgment shall be administered ac- 
cording unto righteousness.” (p. 14.) 
So far we agree with Mr. I’. But be- 
cause we condemn the errors of those 
who abuse the essential doctrines of 
the Gospel, shall we, therefore, aban- 
don them? God forbid! 


(To be cominued.) 





XI. Practical Sermons, by the late Rev. JoseP# 
Minner, M. A. Master of the Grammar 
School, and Vicar of the Holy Trinity Church, 
in Kingstonupon Hull. To which is prefixes, 
an Account of the Life and Character of the 4u- 
thor. Second edition, revised and correct 
ed. By the Rev. Isaac Miner, D D. 
Dean of Carlisle, and Master of Ducen’s Col- 
lege, Cambridze. Large Additions are mate 
to the Life of the Author, with further Ante 
madversions on Dr Uawets’s Misrepreseh 
tations, and Two Sermons not before publishe 
Svo. pp. cxxxvi. and 355, boards, 6s. 1801. 


Amupsr the grieyious departure from 





i 









| 


he 
ne 
10 
his 
m- 


ed, 


nj 
ind 
ace 
4.) 
bee 
ose 


of 


ane 


EPH 
mar 
urch, 
‘xed, 
, Au- 
rect- 
) D. 


ar’ 

Anis 
esene 
shed. 
jl. 


rom 


arch, 1802. | 


ihe faith, and the disposition to receive 
novel schemes of theology, which mark 
the present age of fearless innovation, 
we con congratulate our readers on the 
growlbg taste for sound doctrine. The 
present volume of Ser: ons has passed 
through two editions in less than a 
your; and yet these compositions are 
not distipguished by any particular 
bevuty of styie, or, what the Apostle 
culis “ excellency of speech or of wis- 
dum” hey are plain and artless, 
but earnest and powerful discourses, 
such as John Bradlord, Hugh Latimer, 
or Edwin Sandys, wouia have deliver- 
ed to thelr, congregations; and the 
doctrines are exactly those of our Re- 
formers trom Popery. Indeed we 
have often been reminded of honest 
L.timer. in perusing these Sermons of 
Mr. Miner, and been carried back in 
imagination to the best and purest 
tincs of the Church of England, when 
ail her Bishops and Ciergy preached 
according to her Articies and Homi. 
lies. 

Tis wiil constitute their excellence 
in he eyes of those who think that the 
proper use Of a sermon Is noi to dis- 
piy the Jearning and eloquence of the 
pieacher, or to excite the admiration 
ol the hearer, but for Instruction, fofiu- 
lar insiruction in righteousness; and 
that one of the proots which our Sa- 
viour elves of his own mission, “unto 
tue poor the Gospel is preached,’’ will 
aways mark che ministrauon of a true 
teacher. One thing. however, Is certain, 
that when we see a man who Is quail- 
fied to Shine as a scholar, and to culti- 
Vale with success these parts ol litera- 
ture which are connected with worldly 
honour ond emolument, condescend to 
nih of low estate, and preach the Gos- 
Prlto tLe poor, we can have little doubt 
Of his Christian sincerity. 

Mr. Milner’s intellectual powers 
Were certainly of a superior kind, and 
his learning unquestionable ; nor was 
he without ambition after literary fame ; 
but all was sacrificed for the sake of 
Christ He ¢ preached not himself, 
but Christ Jesus the Lord.”? In all his 
labours and writings, we perceive an 
rele desire to extend the kingdom 

* our Redeemer in the hearts of 1 men. 
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The Sermons are twenty-three in 
number but none of them, it appears, 
were composed or prepared by their 
Author for publication. We find that 
he left a discretionary power, in his 
will, with two of his most intimate 
friends, to publish any of his Sermons 
that they might think adapted to pro- 
mote the cause of true religion and vir- 
tue, and that these were selected from 
the large mass o: eight or nine hundred 
which he left behind him. 

The following Table will give the 
reader a view of the Contents of the 
volume. 


CONTENTS. Life of the Author, (p. 1.)— 
SERM. |. orginal sin, Gen. viii 21 (p. 1.)— 
SERM IL The church of God confessing 
her guilt and depravity, Isaiah Ixiv. 6, 7. 
(p.15)—SERM KI Jesus Christ, an un- 
speakable gift, 2 Corinthians, ix. 15. (p. 29.) 
—SEKM IV. The nature of faith, Heb. xi. 
1.(p 47 )—SERM. V. The case of Pharaoh, 
a war ning to stubborn sinners, Exodus, x. 

3.(p 63 )—SERM. VI. Lowliness recom- 
soamatliod from the example of Christ, Philip. 
i. S, 4, 5. (p. 76.)—SEKM. VIL. Jacob 
blessing the sons of Joseph, Gen. xlviii 15, 
16 (p. 90)—SERM. VIIL The duty and 
uses of religious fasting, Joelii 22. (p. 104.) 
—SERM. 1X. fhe communion otlice of the 
church of England considered, 1 Cor. x. 16, 
17.(p 117.)\—SERM Z. The character and 
prayer of Samson, Judges xv. 18 (p. 153.) 
—SERM. Z1 The nature and cure of stoth- 
fulness, Proy. xv. 19 (p.151.)—SERM. X11. 
The character and conduct of Josiah, 2 
Kings xxi. 19. (p. 165.)—SERM. XITL. 
Love of the Lrethren, an evidence of a state 
ot salvation, L John iii. 14 (p.178.)—SERM. 
XiV. the doctrine of Providence, Mat. x. 
29,50 (p. 192 )—SERM. XV. Family in- 
struction, recommended from the example 
of Abraham, Genesis xviii. 19 (p. 209.)— 
SERM. XVI. The Ife of faith, Habakkuk 1. 
5, 4. (p 225. )—sSERM. XVII. The charac- 
ter of Saul, 1 Samuel xv 30. (p. 258 )— 
SERM. XVII. The character and faith of 
David, 1 Samuel xxx 6. (p. 253.)—SERM. 


AIX. St Paul’s experience in the school of 


Christ. Phihp. iti. 12 (p 267 )—SKRM XX. 
‘Lhe song of Simeon, Luke ti. 26 (p. 283.) 
—SERKM. XX1. The portion of the men of 
the world, and the hope of the Godly, 
Psalm xvii 14, 15. (p. 297.)—-SERM. 
XXII. he brazen serpent, John ii. 14, 15. 
(p. 512.)—SERM. XXL St. Peter’s cour- 
ne and his want of faith. Matthew xiv. 28. 
(p 335.) 


In the life of the Author, prefixed 
to this volume of Sermons, (p. Ix.) an 
apology is made for the defects which 
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must unavoidably cleave to composi- 
tlons Circumstanced as these were. 


It is not ‘o be expected that sermons writ- 
ten so rapidly, and purely for the purpose of 
doing good to his congregations, without the 
least view to the pubsication of them, should 
be verycorrect. He found time to forge and 
hammer, but he had none to ftie and polish. 
His manuscripts are, in many instances, so 
ero wded and ustertined, as to be almost unin- 
telligible: Besides, it was hits constant prac- 
tice to msert connecting and expianaiory ob- 
servations, at the time of preacning, accord- 
inyy vs hisfeelines and judgement suggested at 
the momen. It is cntirely owing to the ex- 
ceeding great care and labour of the Rev. Mr. 
Richardson, and to his intimate knowledge of 
the suther end his sentiments, that this vo- 
lume is in the respectable condition in which 
itis now presented to the public. Any de- 
fects, which still remain, it is trusted, wul be 
found not very material; and the reader will 
have the candour to ascribe them to their true 
causes, as above related. 

The inhabitants of the town of Hull, ex- 
pressed a great desire to see some of Mr. Mil- 
ner’s serinons in print, and the writer felt it 
incumbent upon him to gratify their wishes, 
Hie acts in obedience to this call; but at the 
same time he judges it entirely expedient not 
to publish too many atonce. Among the vast 
collection of the manuscripts of Mr. Miiner, 
there are many striking compositions on Serip- 
ture-Characters; some specimens of which 


tt 
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I. REV 


ANTI-JACODIN 


In our preceding Numbers, we shew- 
ed the influence, and, in consequence, 
the importance of Reviews; and insi- 
nuated that the conduct of Journalists 
is often highly reprehensible. We will 
now procced to justify the insinuation. 
And, as the mischief is usually the 
epeatest, when false or hostile princi- 
ples are propagated underthe mask of 
truth and fricndship, we will first no- 
tice the work entitled the Antr-Jaco- 
pin Review. This Journal commenc- 
ed in July, 1798, with professions the 
most laudable; a resolution to oppose 
with intrepidity the efforts of Jacobin- 
ism and Infidelity; and to defend with 
all its energy, the Government and 
Religion of our Country. fora sea- 
s0n its excrtions were spirited and 
happy. It exposed the artiiices, and 


lowered the tone, of several popular 
publications, In which a regular and 
systematic attack on our excelient Es- 
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are now published. There are also seyepsj 
Official Sermons, preached at the election of 
mayors, &c, but, whether it will be proper to 
publish any more cf his practical discourses 
must depend on several circumstances, This 
volume, he doubts not, wil be bighly acceptg. 
ble to the affectionate friends of the author; 
and he considers it, also, as a trial of the taste 
of the public. 

All the subjects of practical divinity, were 
well digested in Mr. Milner’s mind; but he 
never chose to be tied down by artificial rules 
of composition. fi delivering his thoughts 
from the pulpit, he had generally one point in 
view; and if he sometimes digressed pretty 
frecly, he made his whole design clear before 
he had done, and returned upon his audience 
with redoubled force. Inthe manuscript ser. 
mons, there are frequently wanting a few very 
short connecting sentences,to effect and finish 
the Lucipvus onvo; and where these can be 
supplied successfully, all becomes at once free 
from embarrassment and obscurity. 


Though this refers to the first edi- 
tion of these sermons, published under 


the care of the friend above-mention-' 


ed, it equally applies to the second, 
which now lies before us, and accounts 
for the abruptness which we found in 
many passages, particularly near the 
conclusion of a sermon. 


(To be continued.) 


OF REVIEWS, hc. Sc. 


REVIEW. 
tablishments was carrying on; and, in 
this view, was, unquestionably, the in- 
strument of good. 

There was, however, it must be con- 
fessed, even at this period, a violence 
displayed in the work, beyond what is 
usually thought requisite in the sup- 
port of truth; but the cause was im 
portant, and the occasion pressing. 
There were symptoms also, from the 
first, which caused suspicions, whether 
any thing beyond a mere /olitical rell- 
gion was the object of its defence ; but 
its conductors avowed themselves “ol 
thodox,” “champions of truth,” and 
were loud in declarations of their inv! 
olable adherence to the Church of En- 
gland. Gladly, therefore, we hail 
them as allies, afforded them our coul* 
tenance, and became interested in the!’ 
SUCCESS. 

Great then was our regret, whens 
before the expiration of a single ye" 
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March, 1802. | 


we witnessed a conduct glaringly in- 
consisient with these professed princi- 
niles. Great was our regret, when Uits 
boasted wltachment to tue Churct dis- 
piuyed itseli in the mutation of her 

rei ulhle CGOClLlaes, the abuse ot her 
iithiul miibisters, abd even the repre- 
heusion of ber eminent prelaics. Yet, 
shat such bus been the fact, every com- 
perenit and uiprejudiced judge wil be 
fu.y convinced, aller a perusal cl this 
Journal, irony May, 1799, tu the pre- 


seit period. 

[ut we need not, alas! have recourse 
touhy Femote part of the conduct of 
these Journaitsts, to discover tis la- 

ndonment of thelr avow- 
edtenets. We have a fair specimen 
buh of their redigion and manners, in 
their Review for y no 1802. In this 
Nouwber, p. 85, having miterpreted St. 
Johu xvii. 20, 21, as favouring the no- 
tion, that all persons, of all commiu- 
nions, differing, in form of govern- 
ment, from werel own, “ are wiihout a 
STOUNE Le for th ope the V entertain?’ of 
salvation, our critics thus proceed :=— 
“Q would our 4/shopfis attend to this, 
as their predecessors, the Apostles, 
did before them, and they would con- 
tribute much more effectually to the 
chlarsement of the flock of Christ 
than by delivering Charges recomnien. 


} fae t re” r . - . 
cafory of SPIRITUAL RELIGION, @ /Crm,y 
vc 


meutadle ab 


‘0 which a duaker ora Al thodist may 
be nneg toafixc a mecning, but which a 
ud Chur cAman dante not understand, 
I j is a religion double distillec--iis 
substance all evaporated In fume, and 
Mav suit us when we are out of the 
body, but leads only to confusion and 
every evil work. while we remain in 
"What language is this. from the 
persons here using it! Unbelievers 
have condemned. as absurd or hy po- 
‘cal, all reeard for Chris: lanity, ex. 
“pt asa mere eaxvernal thing, an en- 
gine to overawe the multitude; men 
fthe world, absorbed in business, or 
Crowned in sensuality » have fractically 
‘enied all that is spiritual i In religion ; 
Yissenters, with a view to depreciate 
‘he Establishment, bave insinuated that 
“religion chiefly consists in forms ; 
“a Daubeny has maintained, that 
® spirituality of divine worship is not 
“Arist. Obsery. No, 3. 


a 
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essental to the being of the Church of 
Christ; but never, surely, tll vow, 
was spiritual religion thus avowedly 
reyected, and openly ridiculed, by pro- 
fessed Christians, and Defenders ot the 
Church of Ragland. 

Nor can it, by any means, be affirms 
ed, that the object of this contempt. 1S 
only spiritual religion, as dishigurea by 
wild Enthusiasis and extravagant Sec- 
tauries. Under this isinuation, the at- 
tacks of these Critics on vital Chris- 
tianity ure Usually sheltered. But here 
they have conlessed the pian truth. 
The immediate subjects of the present 
censure, are not only strict observers of 
the externui ceremonies of our Church, 
but able defenders of her constitution 
and discipline. And, if the opinion of 
these Critics is to be regarded, so far 
are the persons in question trom being 
enthusiasts in religion, that their cha- 
ructeristic defect Is un excess of mode- 
ration. ‘Phe theology objected agelst 
is, however, according to their own ex 
press language, the * spiritual religion 
which ts enc couraged by those who ought 
to discountenance it; the “religion 
reccommended in the Charges of our 
It is, therefore. spiritual re- 
ivlon, as expressly defined to be, “a 
sincere devotion of the mind to Ged; 
ai bumble resignation to all his dispen- 
sations 3 uh universal and unvaried ube- 
dicnce to his will;’? spiritual religion, 
aus exhibited under all the aids of ele- 
rant Composhion, exalted station, and 
the best-regulated piety. 

But have these Reviewers indeed any 
ground for representing this species of 
religion, as some * new-fanvled,.’? ab- 
surd thing, which is only intelligible to 
Quakers and Methodists? Wat saith 
the Scripture? “God is a Sf7ri7, and 
they who worship him, must worship 
him in Sf#?rit and in truth.” Man is 
compounded of soul and body, and is 
commuuded to “ elorify God with his 
body and his Spzrit;” to “love him with 
all his heart. with all,” &e. The whole 
Christian dispensation is styled * the 
ministration of the Spirit?“ The law 
is sfirvitual.”’ Lvery true Christian is 
quickened, taught, renewed, strength. 
ened, and comforted, by the Spirit. He 
is Instructed to fray, live, walk, £271 By 
bless, &c. in the Spirit, All his accep- 
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table works are denominated “ the fruits 
of the Sfirit’? The yr ments, for 
which itis his grand object to prepare, 
are sfiritual ; and hereaiter, even his 
will be sfiril(uatized. Bhan igen 
xious aut alnients are, therefore, also 
ied, “ the fr wits ay the Spirit,” 

earnest ft te Spirit,’ &c. &e. 
e and use ef the Spi- 
iadiinis. or, 


body 

reih 

V 

@ 

ial 3 thie 
Pa 

An ral this li tdi Suen 


rit, 1s essential in 


sS 


-- 


Sir: sf 


“ [except a man be born of water, and of 


the Sfzrzt, he cannot enter into the hing. 
doin of God.’? “No man can say that 
Jesusis the Lord, (can reallvrely on him 
as his Lord and Saviour, but by the 


fi — Ghost”? And, “Ifany man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his” "Lo he carnatey minded,” we 


oeare | . ‘ ‘ rye ty 667 “) ts ay 
are also taught, “Is 5 de ath, but to be 


a 
and peace.” 


! 


spiritually minded, is life 
“set their 


Christians are enroined, to 

affections on things —. to * Jools 

at the which are u seen 
13’? yea, 


eternal  C] wensh ip is in 


‘. ' ’ 


thines 
9 


the:cy: 
Cieir 


heaven.” It is moreover expressly af- 
firmed, that “he only is a real Jew 

’ ; ; 
whois one 77 usr? and that © clr. 


varidly 5 
cumcision 1s that of the Aceart, in the 
nirit, and not in the letter.” And those 
persons who are zealous 
and neglect iuternals iM Peligion, 
every where treated with the 
veriiy, and compared to * iad Phari- 
lsepulchres.” The 


sees,’? and * white 


wand ale amit + Po 4 
aracteristic epithet, therefore, by 


' 
Cia 
a ee , J) Sey ee are. Repel, 
wile eharne % nristlLans are aistinguisbed, 
. . 
—— i. P . Cot ee cat SS rte 
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“6 aren! religion,” we are to believe, 
issome “new-fangled thing, to which 
no persons Can affix a meaning but Qua- 
kers and Methodists.” !° 
But what saith the Churc! 

land on the subject’ itis, we see, af- 
firmed, that “a sound Churcliman dogs 
not understand the term spiritual reii- 
rion.” Sacraments of our Church 
are, however, an outward visible sign 
of an fncvard and spiritual grace.” Her 
ministers ‘are inwardiy moved, to take 
upon them their high office, by the /Z- 
ly Shirit?? All ber true members are 


ce 
Gi Inge 


vy. 
yp 
—_- ai 


“e baptized w with water and the Muly Sj. 
rit;’’ they “receive remission of their 
sins by sfiri/ual regeneration ;’’? they ¢ 
% shéritually eat the tlesh of Christ, and 
drink ap usenet 
guided, 


they are sanctified, 


engthened, comforted, &c. 
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precisely after the example of the Scrip. 
ture Christians, hy the Holy Spirit; they 
‘feel in themselves the working of 1), 
Spirit of Christ, mortifying the works of 
the flesh, and their earthly members, 
and drawing up their mind to high te 
heavenly things ; they pray, that 
“God's Holy Spirit may be ever with 
them ;”’ that they may “ daily NCreas 
in his fly Spirit more and more ;” &e. 
&c.—-Clearly then, those persons, from 
whose minds “ all notions of spiritual 
religion are evaporated,” are equally 
free from the religion of Scripture and 
of our Church. 

But what say our primitive Bish ODS, 
and other writers of eminence? For, 
even the venerable name of //e// is ip. 
troduced by these Critics, and his works 
recommended to our perusal. (See 
as above.) Hear then Bishop Hall. 
“ivery veligion,” saith this real orna- 
ment of our Church, “ bears in her line. 
ainents the image of her parent: the 
TRUE RELIGION, therefore, 7S SPIR ITU 
At, and looks like God, in her purity: 
ail (we relizions are wrens, and curry 
the face of nature, their mother, and of 
him whose illusion begot them, Satan... 
Let this then be the Lydian stone of 
trial; we need no more (Deca. ill. 
Epis. 2 Again, lhe says, * A Chris- 
tiun is the living tempie of the living 
Giod; where the Deity is both resident 
and w orshipped.” (Deca, y. Epis. 3.) 
And again, “ Then only can J find my. 
seit when, overlooking these 

earthiy things, I can fetch my joy from 
heaven. —w hat an heaven do I feel in 
myself, when, after many traverses oi 
meditation, I find in my heart, a feeling 
possession of my Ged.”. (Deca. ii 


i enaenatee 
Happyy 


Epis. 1.)—Hear Bishop Jewell; hear 
the judicious Hooker. It is useless. 


As soon may our Critics raise the wot 
thies of those times from the dead, 4 
produce a man of them who ridicules 
spiritaal religion. 

But what say our great modern Pre 
lates? “ Let the friends of religion seize 
the present favourable opportunity & 
diffusing and enforcing by their instruc 
tion and example, the principles of @ 
tal and sfiiritual religion.” —We ask ou! 
Reviewers pardon. It is the “engi 
of these Dignitaries, to which they * 
cifically object. 














rary, 


crip. 
they 
if the 
‘ks of 
bers, 
h and 
that 
With 
Crease 
> ke, 
from 
ritual 
{ually 
© and 
hh LOS, 
For, 
1S in 
vorks 
(See 
Hall, 
orna- 
* line. 
: the 
RITU- 
urity: 


Lanes 
ne oi 
a. lil, 
Chris: 
living 
sident 


a \ 


Ss. +) 
d my. 
these 
- from 
eel in 


ses Oi 


eeling 
-* il, 
» hear 
se less. 
> Wor’ 
ad, as 
icules 


ity 0 
struce 
of 7 
sk our 
ology 


’ } 
y De 


i . 





By arc h, 1802. | 


We, however, shall not be ashamed 
ofa religion, supported by authorities 
ike these, under whatever opiprobrious 
gees it may be represented. Our 
heurt’s Cesire, and prayer to God, is, 
that “we may dally zrercase in his LHoly 
Guid, more and more, until we come 
mito his everlasting kingdom’? “that 
ol} carne nel wtfeetions may dic In us, and 
that a mes bclunging to the Spirit may 
live me grow in us;” that the whoie 
body of Christians, “as lively stones, 
ma iy be built up a sfiiritual house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up sfiiritual sa- 
crifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ. ’——-Lvery other kind of religion, 
weare persuaded, Is net only defective, 
bui ruinous. * Having the form of god- 
linessy but denying the fower ef it,” is 
expressiy characteristic of “perilous 
times’? to the Church. It is a farce 
that cannot be supported, beyond a cer- 

tan limit, Jn Consistency with her public 
existence In uny place. 

These ay ssslssnio are equally war- 
ranted by Experience, as they are de- 
ducibie [rom Scripture.  Woahat con- 
stituted the radical sin, and proved the 
ou ruin o: the ancient Jewish Church ¢ 
Was it not the very thing we are repro- 
baing ¢ They substituted the shadow 
uf religion for its reality, Tiey laid an 
undue stress on certain external ordi- 
hancesy saying, “ The Temple of the 
Lord, the Temple of the Lord, 
these,’ and neglected the sf7r’¢ of their 
Cispensation. What excited the divine 
Uispicasure againstthe Christian Church 

ei Gandis 3 “She had a name to live, 
and was dead.” What has contributed 
nore ig the enormities of the Church 
of Nome, than the hopes of salvation she 
Has excited in all, within ker external 
pace, without any praper regard to cha- 
acter? In what originated the unexam- 
7 i desolations ef so many other Chur- 
~ which we have recently withes- 

: Curisrran OBSERVERS, with one 
ice answer, Jn the neglect of the £cntte 
sfurit of Christianiiv; in the attempt 

0 preserve the dody without the soul 

Mteligion. The usual progress Is this. 
“First,” as a late eminent Prelate ob- 
‘eves. “men grow unmindful of the 
distin, guishing articles of Christianity ; 
ine; salways, of what they hold in com- 
i with the heathens ;” and then are 
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they prepared, to “burn up all the 
houses of God in the land.” 

Would our Reviewers attend to this, 
they would contribute much more ef- 
fectually to the support of the Church 
of England, than by publishing cri- 
tiques, recommendatory of a religion 
without spirit; akindot thing to which 
a Materialist or a Papist may be able 
to affix a meaning, but which a sound 
member of our Church does not un- 
derstand. Itis areligion doubly gross; 
it is corrupt; itis pestilential —But, 
when will these genticmen learn, that 
“he who made that which 1s without, 
made that also which is within;’’ and 
that * God looketh not only at the out- 
ward appearance, but also at the heart?!” 
When will they discover a proper con- 
cern for forms and ceremonies, with. 
out depreciating what it is the grand 
end and object of ali external institu- 
tions to produce, real practical! Chris- 
tianity? When will they see the ne- 
cessity of something more, than that 
mere outward union with Christ, 
through the profession of his religion, 
which,as Hooker expresses the matter, 
may leave men “ gmfrous Idolaters, 
wicked Heretics, and Jinfis and Lambs 
of Satan 2”? (See Eccles. Pol. b. iti. p. 
99.) When will they be convinced, 
that no persons can support the cha- 
racter of true ministers or members 
ef the Church of ag 0 wae do not 
equally respect her Constitution and 
her Doctrines ? 

Ifthey persist in their present con- 
duct, and can indeed retain readers, the 
mischicf must beincalculable. Ifthey 
“will netther go into the’? spiritual 
“kingdom of God themselves, nor suf- 
fer those who are entering, to go in;” 
if they persist in lavishing unqualified 
abuse, on all persons, of whatever re- 
spectability, who exert themsclves to 
revive the languishing spirit of true 
religion among us, to ** strengthen the 
things which remain, that are ready to 
die ;”* if such characters are to be stig- 
matized as ** Quakers,” and “ AMetho- 
dists,’? and persons who have “ a sneck- 
ing kindness for the Vadernacle;” as 
ruilty of % daseness of design,” % wilful 
misrefiresentation,’? “most gross false- 
hood,” “malicious ingenuity,” © aggra- 
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valed insolence;? as doing what is 
“mist base, i a manner, il possible, 
more base,’ “ fiotroning the public mind, 
under the fair pretence of improving 
it,” carrying on a “conspiracy against 
the Church,’ resembling * the purring 
ofacat;? ke. &e.5 if all this, disem- 
bogued in a singic articic, is to be tole- 
rated trom persons, styling themselves 
* Guardians of polite Literature,’ and 
Dvienders of our Church; who wiil 
not think that our polite Literature and 
our Orihodoxy deserve equal Ccommi- 
seruion?’—Or, rather, who wiil not 
wonder, that persons, whose preten- 
sions and conduct are so diametrically 
and notoriously at variance, should 
possess any credit whatever? Who will 
not say, from such Guardi-ns, may po- 
lite Literaiure, the Church 
land, and true Resigion. speedily be de- 
livered? 


‘ ¥ 
Qf itie 


SS 
nY¢ » b , “ , wero 
MORE’sS SLHOOLS > OR, THE 


CONTROVERSY. 


MRS. UH. 

BLAGDON 
Mrs. H. More, a3 we bave beard, about 
ten or tweive years ago, when, viewing, 
in compaby with some triencs, the ro- 
mantic and beautiinul rocks o: Cheddar, 
which are a few niles distant from the 
place of her summer residence, was 
struck with the miserable appearance 
of the children who gathered round 
her, and was Induced to look into many 
of the neighbouring houses. 

She perceived that the poverty of 
the people was great; thelr manners 
rude in the extreme; and toeir reli- 
Pious izporance alinostincredible. She 
repeated her visits, being desirous of 
doing something, thourh at first she 
scarcely knew what, for the meliora- 
tion of their condition. <At this time 
only a very inconsiderable number of 
the inhabirants of the parish of Ched- 
dar attended the Church. It was dis. 
covered that in this, and in the odjoin- 
ing parishes, lmmoraiities of every 
kind abounded; that modesty and de- 
cencvy were little known among the 


females of the district; and that the 
men were [requentiy guilty of crimes 


them to a public trial 
at the Assizes. 
We are not sufficiently acquainted 


with the history of all the schools of 
Mrs. More, to be able to supply our 
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readers with an account of the origin 
olf each. We well recoilect, howeyep, 
to have heard, that, at the time of which 
we now speak, she had a COntVOVeErsy 
to sustain, not with the Clergy, very 
few of whom resided at thot period in 
the parishes in quesivon, but with many 
of the inhabitants, who, suspecting hep 
intentions, Invented and propagated Vae 
rious caiumMnbies avainst her. 
ject of veneral apprehension amone 
the lower class of people. was, that she 
meant to carry the children beyond 
seas, 
slavery. It was contended, that she 
had at least some Intention of raising 
money trom the labour of the poor; 
for no one, it Was Sald, ever pretended 
to confer any good on others, without 
having some selfish desigen, 

It is worthy of remark, that it was 


jame, Nut of me‘Acd7sin, but of re 


(ne Su). 


1 


the 
figion, which was it this time unpopu- 
lar and odious in many of these places. 


“We have hitherto dene without reli- 
cion, and we want none of it among 
us.’ was the kind of answer given to 
some of her proposals, for establishing 
Sunday Schoels for the poor children. 
* Religion will not make our corn to 
erow. It will neither clothe our backs, 
nor feed cur beltics. Reading never 
did any body good ??—** But may no 
religion tend to preserve the fruit in 
your orchards; to save some of your 
chickens; and to prevent the chiidren 
from making firewood of the stakes in 
your hedges °°’ It wes not reaaily seen 
how this effect, which was acknow- 
ledged to be a good one, could fellow 
from religion. By great perseverance. 
however, the exercise 0 
much patience under reproach, and & 
no small expense of healih. and ume 
and money, Mrs. Mere and her Sis 
ters established their Sunday Schools; 
where they themselves were the pri. 
cipal teachers. They were accustomed 
to leave their own house at a very elf 
hour on the Sunday morning, durin; 
the summer months; and, after twit 
attending the church with the ch’! 
dren, they returned home late at night: 
having made a circuit often of ten, % 
fieen, end sometimes of more ths 
twenty miles. 

Their institution of female clubs 
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was a mensure attended with peculiar 
success; aud It Mmiay be acceptable to 
our! 
fem. A small sum is paid monthly 
by exch member; and the fund thus 
raised (Which ts lacreas dby charitable 
coucrivutions) Is appli d partly to the 
redef of the sick abd aged, and is partly 
distributed In rewards, on the day of 
thelr marrlayey lw Lheose young women 
whose Character has been irreproucha- 
ble. A vegard to iemale reputation 
hes thus been encouraged; and by 
these, and various other means, a high- 
er Standard eof morals has been intro- 
duced into the district. 

Tie advantegeous effects of Mrs. 
More’s schools were, aiter a certain 
tine, very tuily and yenerally ac- 
kuowicdget?. They were mentioned 
with approbation in the publications of 
the Suctety for Bettertig the Condition 
of ie Poor. Tiey have been the means 
ofexching, IN many Guarters,a zal for 
Shin dic titutions. They have pines 
buted Lo noe ihe religious character and 
siiuuiate tbe exertions of the Clergy 
theniscives; to whuse inspection they 
have always been submitted. They 
have been visited by many benevolent 
furele ners 3 and Nivs. More has often 
beeh joaded, and even overwhelmed, 
wih Compihnents, on account of the 
success of ber exertions. Muititudes 
accustomed to attend the 
Celebrations Of au annual festival, held 
0. the hits of Cheaudar: a festival in. 
tended chiefly for the purpose of af- 
mNoOcent amttsement, to 
Moe chana thousand children; thouch 
it | as bee 1) Se ometimes misreprese ented 
by the mialevolent, as a Contrivance cal- 
Culted soleiy for the ostentatious dis- 
Puy ot Mis. More’s own charity.—DPew 
Petsous, perhaps, more entirely ex- 
Ciuce from them religion, all duliness, 
a phartsaical severity, and all Sectari- 
than irs. More; and 
lone, as we believe, have been less 
airaid of incurring the charee of vani- 
ty when it has appeared necessary to 
Submitto hat iniputation, for the sake 
% ecommending loyulty, of dissemi- 
hing religion, and of promoting the 
seneral wood. 

That the beneficial influence of Mrs. 
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More’s Jabours has not been over stated, 
appears, not only from the testimony 
of Nine Clergymen, beionging to the 
parishes in which the schools are 
placed, but also from that of the Curate 
yt Biagdon himself, (the Rev. Mr. 
Bere), who is lately become her ac- 
cuser; for in a letter to Mrs. More on 
this subject, written onthe 7th March 
1797, Mus. Bere expresses herself as 
loilows :— 

* ‘The School,” the Blagdon School, 
** yoes on very well. “There seems to 
be a serious spirit, working for good 
among the common people. Mr. 
Bere desires me to say, which he thinks 
is sayiny a great deal, that two Sessions 
und two Assizes are past, and a third 
ol each nearly approaching , and netther 
as prosecutor or prisoner, plaintiff or 
defendant, has any of this parish, once 
so notorious for crimes and litigation, 
uppeared; and moreover warrants for 
ood stealing, pilfering r, &cC. are quite 
out ol fashion.” 

Qur readers may probably be sur- 
prised, when they are told that istitu- 
tions, so evidently tending to promote 
the cause of religion and morality, have 
been the occasion of exposing Mrs. 
More to severe censure, and that these 
censures have been framed and uttered 
by a Clergyman oi the Church of Eng- 
lund. The circumstances which led 

* We might fillour pages, were it neces. 
sary, with additional testimonies to the same 
eficct, fromthe Nine Clergymen above alluded 
to. These testimonies are contained in a lit- 
tle pamphlet, culled * A Statement of Facts,” 
to which we beg to refer our readers; and 
they afiord the most satisfac tory evidence, of 
the loyalty, regularity, and utility of Mrs. 

More’s institutions, It is im possible, indeed, 
for any candid man to peruse them, without 
fecling a strong conviction, that the charges 
of a sectarian and seditious tendency, which 
Mr. Bere has in so unqualified a manner ad- 
vanced against Mrs. More’s schools, are wholly 
unfounded. he mode pursued by Mr. Bere, 
for invalidating the attestations of these nine 
clerrymen, is, in the highest degree, unbe- 
coming a Christian Minister, not to say an 
honest man. He endeavours to hold some of 
them up to ridicule; while he distorts, mis- 
represents, and garbles the words of others; 
but on this point, we must refer our readers 
tothe pamphlet called the “ Force of Con- 
trast,” as a specification of particulars would 
occupy more room than we can spare for that 
purpose, 
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to this extraordinary attack, were the 
foliowing :— 

The IMasier of Blagdon School was 
represented by the wite of the Rev. 
Mr. Bere, the Curate of Blagdon, to be 
of a methodisticai turn; and, in parti- 
cular, objections were made against a 
weekly meetin, of grewn persons, held 
at his house. The | ‘eekly meeting 
Was, in colisequence of this represen. 
tation, discontinucd. Mir. Bere, some 
time afterwards, complained of certain 
words lnjurtous to his character,which 
he understood to have been spoken by 
the same Schoolmaster, and on this ac- 
count insisted on nis being dismissed. 
To this demand Mrs. More did not 
yleld a ready acquiescence. Whether 
she was at this tinic aware of the na- 
tural vioicnce of Mir. Bere’s temper, 
and of those habits of misrepresenta- 
tion and unfounded assertion, ef which 
he bas lately given so many diszrace- 
ful specimens ; or whethershe judged 
that this request, though accompanied 


with high professions of approbation of 


her measures, was intended merely as 
a prelu de to an attempt to overthrew 
all herschools; or whether she thought 
herself under some sort of obligation 
to protect the character of her depen- 
dent, we do not presume to judgc; nor 
is it to our present p purpose to decide, 
whether the rule of conduct she adopt- 
ed at this juncture, the very best 
which human wisdom couid dictate. 
It is sufficient for us to state, that she 
referred the examination of the point at 
issue, to her friend Sir Abraham Elton. 

Mr. Bere is himself a Magistrate ; 
and the mode which was adopted, both 
by Sir Abrabam Elton and Mr. Bere, 
of substantiatin r their several allegra. 
tions, was that of taking down nume- 
rous affidavits; a proceeding on many 
accounts highly exceptionable. Afh- 
davits on the side of Mr. Bere, were 
taken before himself, and were made 
by persons of a low condition, (one 
of the principal by a woman of infa- 
mous character,) and were full of hear- 
say evidence. Affidavits in flat conira- 
tiction to these were taken by the other 
party. The Bishop of the Diccese 
heard of the cispute, though in an im- 
perfect manner, expressed some 
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favour of the removal of the Schoo}. 
master. Ata meeting of some Neigh. 
bourinss gentry and clergy » Which was 
proposed by Sir Abrabam Elton, Mp. 
ere, however, having been allowed to 
select the individuals who should at. 
tend, (in doing which he contrived tg 
ano qagiion their minds upon the sub. 
ject,) a resolution was passed, in favoyp 
of toe removal of the Schoolmaster; 
and Mrs. More immediately both dis. 
missed the man and put a period tg 
the institution, though not without fale 
ing earnest exhortations to the chil- 
dren and their parents, to avoid all 
complaint, and to attend duly as be. 
fore at the church in which Mr. Bere 
officiated. 

The Bishop, learning that the infor. 
mation which had led him to conclude 
that Mrs. More’s Schoolmaster ought 
to be dismissed, was incorrect, sal 
having also heard certain things un- 
favourable to the character of Mr. 
Bere, suspended him from his curacy, 
and requested Mrs. More to restore 
both the School and her schoolmaster, 
which was done accordingly. 

Mr. Bere, however, retused to yield 
his pulpit to the person whoin his Rec- 
tor appointed to succeed him; and the 
Bishep, after a time, took off the sus. 
pension; some of the charges mace 
arainst Mir. Bere not being substan- 
tiated. The School was new once more 
dissolved, and hir. Bere is at this time 
Curate of Blagdon. 

Mr. Bere’s principal charge against 
Mrs. More, is, her having preferred 
secret accusations against him to his 
Rector and to the Bishop, in conse- 
quence of which he had been st ispend. 
ed. It appears, indeed, that Mrs. 
More had rea ie certain com: 
plaints arainst Mr. Bere, in a letter to 
his Rector, by whom they were con: 
veyed to be Bishop ; - but it is also cer: 
rth that she had distinctly authorized 

e Rector to inform Mr. Bere of te 
substance of her letter. though not 0 
grant a copy of it. Her ovject bew 
ever scems to have been, to vindicate 
the character of her Schoolmaster, and 
not to inture Mr. Bere. She nevets 
at any time, either directly or inti 
rectly, applied for Mr. Bere’s ¢ _ wii 


sion; an assertion which we haza rd 
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che authority of Dr. Moss, the Bi- 
shop’s son, and the Chancellor ef the 
Diocese. 

We think it also right to make 
known this fact, that Dr. Crossman 
(Mr. Bere’s Rector,) with a warmth 
becoming the integrity of his charac- 
ter, as expressed his regret and in- 
dination, that Mrs. More should have 


;ycurred so much abuse on account of 


Bere’s dismission 
which she iad no 


, wansaction (Mr 
from his curacy) 77 
concern, 

Mr. Bere has, however, written 
three pamphlets, In which he assumes 
itas a point proved, that Mrs. More 
had used means to effect his ruin. 
This accusation, we have already said, 
is untrue; and we are concerned to 
add, that the books containing this un- 
warrantable charge, are composed ina 
manner equails disgraceful to the cha- 
acter of a clergyman, ora gentleman. 
We do not now reicr to the quaint, 
perplexed; and inaccurate 
these writings, which reflect little cre- 
ditouthe lterary talents of their au- 
ther; but we would chiefly animadvert 
on that vein of low scurrility which pol- 
lutcs almost every page, and compels 
us to suspect, that the man who pas- 
rie so rare a fluency in this gross 
dialect, is the familiar companion of 
those who habitually employ no better 
language. 

The circumstance, however, of his 
having been suspended, belore he had 
been fully beard in his own defence, 
appears to have given some temporary 
credit to his cause; and having once 
taken up the pen to complain, he seems 
tohave lost all sense of propriety and 
decorum, indulging a querulous pro- 
lxity dil he has rendered himself dis- 
gusting and absurd. * 


* The following may serve as specimens of 
Nestvle of Mr. Bere. — For this the world 
fives vourno credit. It is*thus youacted with 
Mrs, Cowley, Mrs. Yearsley, and on other oc- 
fsions But if you thought these were not 
Our equals in society, vou cannot think so of 
Me, Had vour mind been even a little imbued 

Wh right p rinciples, you would not — been 
inde fatigable in forming, fosterii and, by 
¢ basest means, defending anata directly 
Ontrary both to our civil and religious esta- 
“auMent—I never countenanced the low ri- 


the 
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To the several books of Mr. Bere and 
his coadjutors, whici contain, as we 
conceive, many actionable passages, 
Mrs. More, whose ill health, indeed, 
has rendered ber unequal to any busi- 
ness, has given no answer; and her 
silenc: has been one alleged ground, 
for the vast quantity of coarse and vio- 
lent abuse poured out against her. 
Many of the gresser falsehoods of these 
pamphieis have however been pointed 
out, in the publications of persons, who 
appear to have volunteered their ser- 
vices in her cause. We would, in pars 
ticular, refer our readers to a little tract, 
entitled, “ Phe i’orce of Contrast,” con- 
talniug numerous gu irom the 
works of Mr. Bere, which directly con- 
tradict one another; and which have 
very plainly proved to us, that he isa 
man, on whose representation of a fact 
we ought to repose no confidence what- 
ever. Many of Mr. Bere’s most hardy 
assertions have also been contradicted 
Ly public advertisements, stened by the 
churchwardens, overseers, and some 
resnectable inhabitants of three or four 
of the parishes, where Mrs. More’s 
schools are established. 


,ftert 
MALIONS 


baldry which this unfortunate controversy has 
produced.” In your outset, Sir,” says the 
same Mr. Bere, in his preceding pamphlet to 
Sir Abraham E!ton, * You have prostituted 
the name and fame of Scipio, and rendered 
that of H More supertatively ridiculous. In 
sooth, Sir, the queer and humourous figure 
your Scipio in petticoats otiers to tiie mind’s 
eye, inecks gravity into hysterics. —You are 
not made for sportive tricks. —Yon have done 

your cause no good by your disgraceful freak. 
If ever I wrote discreetly, sensibly, or spirit - 
edly, it was in my fetter to you of the 3d Oct, 
and the worid will sustain my reasons You 
and Hannah,” meaning Mrs. H. More, “igno- 
bly triumph in the success of artifice and in- 
fluence.—How dare you, &c.—-Look ve, Sir 
Abraham, Lam descended in direct line from 
Gwyn ap Glendour, ap C ilwaliader, ap Sty- 

nig, sad so on to Ad lam—sound men and 
trite? OF} hisown Rector and Sir Abraham 
Elton, he savs, “ A precious pair of parsons 
they appear to be.” And yet, in one of his 
pain] shlets Mr. Bere observes, “] take this 
opportunity of declaring, upon my honour, 
that | never directly or indirectly w as con- 
cerned in, or at any time countenanced, the 
low ribaldry which this unfortunate contro- 
versy has so abundantly produced.” We can 
hardly, however, conceive much lower ri- 
baldry, than that of which Mr. Bere has been 
guilty. 
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The Blagdon controversy has become 
the subject of much observation in the 
Reviews. Tie Britrisu Critic has 
supported the cause of Mrs More, as 
that of injured merit; has affirmed that 
Mr. Bere, who accuses ter of sedition 
as well as metnodistn,is connected with 
the Jacobins 5 and that Mrs. More, and 
not Mr. Bere, Is the true friend to the 
Caine’ and State. 

The ANTI-JACOBIN Rivitw has ran- 
ved itself on the side of Myr. Bere, and 
has even justiiied the style and manner 
of his wrlunegs. 

The Anti- jacobin isa work which we 
consider as entitied to much praise, for 
having manfully sustained the cause of 
loyalty, and for having also strenuously 
pleaded on the side of the Church of 
Eneland. It likewise, on many 
occasions, assumed a tone, In respect 
to morals, which is highly creditable to 
it. Frenci profligucy of manners, as 
well as French atheism 
are the its attack; and we 
desire to cu-operate with it, 2 


has, 


wl anarehe 
Qand AMAPCHYV, 


obiects ot 
~ 


after our own mauner, in this inportant 
warfare. 

The Anti-jacobin has, howeve 
often betrayed, is we conceive, Into an 
unchristian violence; and has disdain- 
ed that spirit of conciliation and kind- 
ness, Which is one of the means of re- 
penrny men from thelr religious pre- 
judices, and is one characteristic of a 
Protestant and truly Christian Church. 
Tt has, in the c: se of the Bluedon Con- 
troversy, eS WCli as in other instances, 
been hurricd into error, chiefly by its 
hatred of Methedism; or rather of any 
thing, to which that name may have 


r 5 been 


been given by the ignorant and irre- 
ligious 
We may probably treat of the differ- 


fulsely imputed 
of our future 


ence between real and 
Methodism, in some 
Numbers. 

It aepeey from a recent pamphiet, 
entitied, *“* Animadversions on the Cu- 
rate of . Bla don’s Three Publications, 
(a work, which, though anonymous, as 
well as severe, abounds with wiilteics 
oi its having been written by a per- 
son well acquainted with his sub- 
ject,) that the sentiments respecting 
Mr. Bere’s character and conduct, 


which are entertained by his neigh- 
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bours, are very different from those 
which the prejudices of the Auti-j “Jaco. 
bin Review ers have led them to jn. 
duige. Mr. Shaw, who figures in Mr. 
Bere’s pamphiet, as bis friend and am. 
bassador to the Bishop, is affirmed tg 
be a Clergyman, who was lately in the 
King’s Beuch, and whose Church js 
entirely deseried. It is, likewise, as. 
serted, that all familiar acquaintance 
with Mr. Bere is carefully shunned, py 
almost every one of those neighbours 
of whose countenance he has boasted, 
Of the five clergymen, who supported 
him at the Blagdon Meeting, tour (who 
are Damed) are said to bave now turned 
against hinn; and the fifth appears not 
to be very favourable to him. But not 
to mention the friends who have with. 
drawn, it seems thut Mr. Bere has cre. 
ated an abundance of enemies. He has 
attacked not only the Nine respectable 
Clergymen, who published the Siute. 
ment of Facts, but, likewise the Chan. 
cellor, Dr. Crossman (Mr. Bere’s rec. 
tor,) the raed Chapiain (Mr. Bar. 
ker.) De. Randoiph, Dr. Maclaine, and 
Mr. ‘Lewis. © You talk much.” Suys 
the writer to whom we lately referred, 
“of pretended schisms in the Church, 
but have you not attempted to createa 
real schism in it, by inflaming the body 
of Curates, for these are apparently 
meant by your insidious expression “ the 
labouring clergy ©?’ By these labourers, 
I suppose, your “ frm Clergy”? are 
designated. 

‘An enlightened observer of your 
manceuvres has informed me, that when 
you thought you had got your Diocesan 
and Dr. Moss on your side, in the be- 
einbing of the contest, and had impres- 
sed them with admiration of your zeal 
for the Church, in opposition to Sects 
rism, you suddenly hurried away t 
Cambridge, to obtain a Master of Ams 
Degree. Those who did not penetr.t¢ 
your motives, wondered at this ebull: 
tion of vanity in an old clergyman, ant 
that you should incur so considerable 
and so useless an expense; but a [ev 
who knew you better, judged that you 
were impelled to this measure, by you! 
sanguine expectations of speedy preler’ 
ment, as such a degree was a necessé!! 
qualification for your holding two liv- 
ings.” Your assuming a solemn n alt 
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and summoning Mrs. H. More to the 
awiul day of judgment, is so shockingly 
resumptuous, that I shudder, and turn 
aside from it.”—* Mrs. H. More’s 
veal, is a zeal with knowledge; a zeal 
that, in her numerous Tracts, has done 
more perhaps, and certainly as much, 
to repel the dark and menacing ude of 
levelling and anarchical principles, as 
the ablest among the very able rulers, 
either of the Church or State.”—* In 
yilifying a woman of such active and 
celebrated benevolence and piety, you 
have done all in your power to shake 
‘the confidence of infirm minds, (of 
which, alas! there are but too many,) 
in religious conduct, and Christian sin- 
aif If Mrs. H More isa hypocrite 
r a fanatic, whom, they might natu- 
all say, Shall we trust : ?*__« You have 
striven hard, to deprive all those parish- 
es, which have been favoured by Mrs. 
More’s religious instructions, and re- 
lieved by her abundant charities, of a 
double blessing ; and what reward have 
you to offer them in return ?....When 
vou retire to your chamber, and are 
still, will it satisfy the magistrate, who 
has repeatedly vaunted of his sedulous 
exertions in the cause of justice, for 
thirteen years, to say to himself, “I 
have degraded a woman of the highest 
reputation, by my malicious accusatiens, 
and have revenged myself on her, for 
daring to think I was a man to be neg- 
lected??? Or will it silence the monitor 
in the bosom of the elderly Christian 
pastor, to say, ** My arts have prevailed. 
Ihave perverted her piety to fanaticism, 
her labours of love into schemes of 
vanity, and her wisdom from above, 
into worldly craftiness ?”” Would the 
complete success of your endeavours 
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shed the dew of blessing on your life, 
or a balm on your death? Is it, can it 
be delightful to you, to have done all 
in your power to blacken her virtues, 
to murder her peace, and destroy her 
health ? Is such persevering, such ob- 
durate vengeance, towards a woman, 
worthy of a man; putting the Christian, 
the Clergyman, and even the Genile- 
man, out of the question ?” 

‘“ Before Mrs H. More’s schcol was 
established in your parish, both the chil- 
dren and youths neglected divine ser- 
vice, and generally, according to your 
own account, passed the holy-day, set 
apart for it, in riot and idleness. 

‘© After it was instituted, they attend- 
ed the church, in the most regular and 
orderly manner; and four times the 
usual number were present at the Sa- 
cramental Table. Now that the school 
has been for some time abolished, where 
are the two hundred children and 
youths, that sat with decent demeanour 
and devout attention on the benches at 
Church? Alas! few of them appear 
there, and Blagdon is falling back fast 
into its former irregularities.” 

We shall conclude with expressing 
our hope that no considerations will in- 
duce Mrs. More to engage in this con- 
troversy. Let her continue to enligh- 
ten and improve the age. Let her assist 
the cause of rational piety, and good old 
Church-of-England religion, by devotion 
without cant, and zeal without enthusi- 
asm. We will venture to predict, that 
all attempts to injure the character of 
this excellet woman, and to depreciate 
her merits, will prove as impotent as 
they are wicked ; and that her enemies, 
with their slanders and aspersions, will 
quickly sink into neglect and oblivion. 
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+ Authentic communications will be thankfully received, and may be addressed, under cover, to the 
Editors, at the Publisher’s. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

During the last year, the following Works 
Were printed at the CAmBpripGE UniIver- 
‘Ity Press; Porson’s Hecuba, 8vo. 3s. ; his 
lea, 8vo. 3s.; Woon’s Algedra, 2d edit. 'Bvo. 

i his Optics, Gd edit. 8vo. 5s.; Viwce’s As- 


Christ. Obsery. No. 5. 


tronomy, 2d edit. 8vo. 6s.; Dr. Crav EN’S 
Tracts, 8vo. in Parts ; L’Apv rocat’s Biogra- 
phical Dictionary, translated by Collignon, Vol. 
IV. 8vo. 6s.; MILNER’s Sermons, 2d edit. 
8vo. 6s.; Marsu’s MICHAELIS on the New 
Testament, Vols. IIL. and LV.8vo. in 3 Parts, 
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20s.; Simeon’s Helps to Composition, vol 1. 
Part I. and Ii 8s. each Part, and anew edi- 
tion of Clande’s Essay, by him, and of iis 100 
Skeletons of Sermons; and Mawuisy’s Iddustra- 
tion of the New Testament, 8vo 5s 6d 

There are now in the same Press, an im- 
proved edition by Mr Renunan, of nis Flora 
Cantabrigrensis; My Burier’s magnificent 
edit. of Eschy/us, in 4to and 8vo; Porson’s 
Euripides; Visce’s 4t0 Astronom:, Sd vol.; 
Dr Craven’s Sermons and Tracts, 2d edii.; 
un Abridgmem of the Bisuop oF LincoLy’s 
Elements of Theology, by Mr i. tareuaMm; 
Muipusver’s Church Astory, Vol IV 3; and S1- 
MeON’S Helos to Composition, Vol. ti. Part 1. 
and iT. 

The Supplementary Preface to Professor 
Porson’s Heewha contains a Dissertation on 
the Measures of the Greek Dramatic Poets, 
in above 40 paves 

‘The Rey. Mr Boucner, Vicar of Epsom, 
has circulated Proposals for printing by Sub- 
scription, in two vols. 4to. price four guineas 
Lingue Anglicane Veteris Thesaurus; or, A 
Glossary of the Acctert Luglish Language, i 
Two Parts: the First compmsine Provincial- 
isms, or such Gll Words as sill exist in the 
various Dialects of the Provinces; and the 
Second, such drcdaisms, or Old Words, as, 
being lost even to the Provinces, are now to 
be found only in Otd English and Scottish 
Writers; intended as a Supplement to Dr. 
Johnson’s Dictionary; and, in conjunction with 
that work, to exhibit a complete View of the 
whole Frgiish Language 

Tse Rev. Eo Davies, of Olveston, in Glou- 
eestershitre, proposes to publish by Subscrip- 


tion, in one vol. 8vo. an Lesay on the Origin of 


the Celtic Dialects, compared with Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin; on the first Introduction of 
Writing into the West of Europe; and on 
other Branches of Literary Antiquities. 

The late Bennet Lana ron, Esq. has left, 
with directions for its Publication, a Life and 
Literary History of Dr Folhnson, with whom 
he for many years maintained «an intimate 
triendship 

Mr. T Jones. of Brecov, ts preparing for 
publication, a f/rstory of Brechiockshire. 

The Soctery or ANriqvuarties have it 
incontemipalian te in § 
the principa! Gothic Leclesiastical 
throughout Mighind 

fo the same Soccetyv, the remarka le paint- 
ings, discovered up 1 the walls of the House 
of Cominons, durin its late repair, have been 
presented; and the Society ordered 
drawings of ‘mito be made 

Mr Nicucuns ‘ts about to commit te the 
Press, a New cidition of his Aneclotes of Mr. 
Rowyer; wees will be so much enlarged and 
improved as to be rendered, tna considerable 
decree, a Hestorv of the Literature of the 
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Messrs Bounctir’s vreat work, descriptive 
of the various Bee ls of the Cattle of this Isl. 
end, and which +s patronized by his Majesty, 


is in considerable forwardness. It will con- 
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sist of upwards of 200 Plates, with appropri. 
ate Letter-press, and is superintended by Lord 
Somerville. 

inthe Press, a Translation of an interestin 
Piece by Dr Ivarp. Physician to the Inst). 
tute for the Deaf and Dumb at Paris, contain. 
ing an Account of the first dawnings of Rea. 
son in the young Savage, caught a few years 
since in the woods near Aveyron, and of his 
Education, 

STEREOTYPE PRINTING is an English in. 
vention. Some account of the inventor and 
the causes of lis iil success was published ge. 
veral years since by Mr. John Nicholls. The 
practice hus been lately adopted at Paris by 
Didot, and it promises to become one of the 
most considerable improvements connected 
with Literature, which has been made since 
the invention of moveable types. The solid 
pages produced by this method must not be 
confounded with block-printing Solid blocks 
were cut with great labour in a mass, whereas 
the solid pages used in Stereotype printing are 
cast from pages first set up in the usual way, 
with moveable types. A mould or impression 
is taken of each page in any suitable plastic 
material, and afterwards as many solid pages 
are cast into the mould as may be wanted, 
The expense of a solid page thus cast, does 
not exceed that of re-setting it 1m moveable 
types, when wanted for a subsequent edition. 
It is obvious, however, that this method of 
printing requires a considerable capital ; and 
that it will only answer in standard works, for 
which there is a constant demand. It offers, 
indeed, an unusual advantage tothe Publisher, 
as he need not take off more impressions at 
uny one time than are likely to be sold, and 
may thus avoid the expense of a heavy stock. 
And it cflers singular advantages likewise to 
the Purchaser, as the works published after 
this method will never be out of print, will be 
fir more accurate than common editions, and 
with proper care may be brought almost to 
perfect accuracy, and will be rendered ex- 
tremely cheap, This latter circumstance ap- 
pears to have occasioned the ill success of the 
Knylish inventor, by exciting the prejudices 
of the workmen, as has been frequently the 
case with regard to inventions for abridging 
labour, and consequently reducing the price. 
The Frenchman, however, seems to have 
found workmen of better sense or better tem- 
per. He is enabled to sell many Latin Clas 
sies, and French and English authors, as low 
as 7id per volume. An enterprising London 
bookseller is about to bring this invention into 
use among ourselves. When it becomes 
somewhat matured, it may be of great impor 
tance to the Universities, &e. in printing fat 
cheaper and more accurate Bibles, ‘Test* 
ments, and Prayer Books, than have ever yet 
been printed; and to such important 5ocie 
ties, us that for Promoting Christian Know 
ledge, which disperses vast quantities of use 
ful Tracts 

Dr Mavor, on the Ist of Jan, began 
publish an Universal History, Ancient and Mo- 
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gern, comprehending a General View of the 

qransactions of every Nation, Kingdom, and 

Empire on the Globe, from the Earliest Ac- 
counts of Time to the General Peace of 1802. 
It will extend to 25 vols in small 12mo., one of 
which will be published monthly, price Ss 
éd sewed. In the enumeration which the 
Author has given in his Prospectus of the 
yses of History, we are surprised that no no- 
tice is taken of its Religious uses, as direct- 
ing the reader toa view of the Superinsending 
providence of God, the fulfilment of Prophe- 
ey, and the weakness and depravity of human 
nature. We fear that this omission augurs ill 
of the work itself. 

Messrs Lancutrre and W. Hawkes jun. 
of Newcastle upon ‘Tyne, have succeeded in 
obtaining a heat of far greater intenseness, 
than has been evee before produced. ‘This 
was eflected by the combustion of oxygen and 
hydrogen gas, by means ot a blow-pipe; the 
gases being conducted by tubes, in due pro. 
portions, and made to unite in concentric cir- 
cles. The discovery is of considerable impor- 
tance in chemical science, 

Potatoes have hitherto been raised chiefly 
from what is termed the Eyes of that useful 
vegetable; but from several recent trials, 
clusters of potatoes, each weighing from 
twenty to twenty-two ounces, have been pro- 
duced from planting only the shoots or sprouts. 
This is a discovery of general importance. 

In addition to the many attempts that have 
heen made to construct carriages to run with- 
out horses, a method has lately been tried at 
Camborne, in the county of Cornwall, that 
seems to promise success. A carriage has been 
constructed, containing asmall steam engine, 
the foree of which was found sufficient, upon 
tral, toimpel the carriage, containing several 
persons, amounting at least toa ton and a half 
weight, against a hill of considerable stcep- 
ness, at the sate of four miles in an hour. 
Upon a level road it ran at the rate of eight or 
nine miles an hour. 

Messrs. Ronertsons of Glasgow have in- 
vented a furnace, into which the fuel descends 
om a hopper placed in the tront, and which 
8s kept constantly full. ‘ibe furnace is sup- 
nied with air by an open'ng immediately above 
hehopper. ‘The smoke is thtis disengaged 
hear the mouth of the furnace, and most of its 
combustible parts are consumed as it passes 
Verthe mass of ignited coal, between the 
houth and the vent at the back. A conside- 
‘able saving of fuel is effected by this mezns ; 
ind a more convenient method of consuming 
Niesmoke, and thus preventing nuisance to 
the neighbourhood, is hereby obtained, than 
ov any former contrivance. 

Dr. Woopvirne had successfully inocu- 
“ted, at Christmas, 1801, 5,460 subjects for 
Ne Caw Pox, chiefly at the Small Pox Hospi- 
This safe and mild species of inoculation, 
™ heen adored in France, Spain, Italy, Ger- 
“anv, Holland, Denmark, and Sweden, and 


— = 
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has recently found its way even as far as Rus- 
Sia; though not without considerable opposi- 
tion in some places. As the discovery is one 
of those which is not adapted to remunerate 
the author, the subject has been brought be- 
fore the House of Commons; which, by judi- 
ciously appropriating a small part of the pub- 
lic money, to the reward of discoveries, thus 
ircumstanced, when ib themselves of ereat 
importance, not only remunerates their au 
thors, but, which is of still more consequence, 
gives authenticity to the discovery. We see, 
therefore, with great satisfaction, that Parlia- 
Mentary Remuneration has been lately award- 
edto Dr. J C. Smith, for his method of pre- 
venting the Progress of Contagious Disorders ; 
and to Mr. Greathead, for his invention of the 
Life Boat ; and is about to be extended to Dr. 
Jenner, for bis discovery of the Cow Pox. 

It was long since known, that amber and 
certain other bodies possessed a peculiar at- 
tractive, and a peculiar repulsive power. 
These powers were soon discovered to depend 
on the capacity of those bodies, to contain a 
peculiar aeriform fluid, which was named 
Evectriciry; and on the modes of its en- 
tering them, residing in them, and passing 
out of them. ‘Uhat fluid was afterwards found, 
in certain cases of 11s decomposition, to have 
light and heat for its principal elements. This 
discevery suggested the possibility that it 
might be the same with that fluid, by the de- 
composition of which, in thunder, lightning 
bursts from the clouds ‘This conjecture was 
ascertained to be truth, by the late Doctor 
Frankity, of Philadelphia. ‘The next pro. 
gress of the same science was to the discove- 
ry, by the late Dr Ga.vany, in Italy, of the 
residence of a peculiar fiuid in the living ani- 
mal body, which might be made to shoot 
from one bare nerve to another, through the 
medium of certain metallic conductors, and 
under laws nearly similar to those of electri- 
city. M. Vora, not long since, contrived to 
elicit this fluid, by means of a pile of layers of 
metals, different in debility or in conducting 
power, such as zine and silver, with interme- 
diate strata of moistened pasteboard, by 
these he elicited the Galvanic fluid in a quap- 
tity in which it exhibited, identically, the same 
phenomena as electricity. ‘Phe spark, that is 
the evolution of light and heat, was produced 
in one case as well as in the other. Hence 
the necessary inference, that Electricity and 
Gelvanism are the same. ‘The experiments of 
Volia have been since varied and extended by 
the Askesian Society in London, by Mr.Davy, 
by Mr Hyde Wollaston, and others. Me. 
Tromsdorti has latelywith a pile of 130 plates 
of zine and copper with the humid interme- 
dia, produced such an efusion of Galvanism 
or Electricity, as inflamed various metallic fil- 
ings. He promises soon to make experiments 
still more considerable, with a pile of even 
500 or 600 plates. 
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ROYAL SOCIETY. 
Epitome of the Phtlosopbical Transactions for 

1801, Part 2. ( Continued from p. 126) 

Art. 12. An Historical and Anatomical Des- 
eription of a doubtful Amphibious Animal of 
Germany, called by Laurenti, Proteus Anguinus, 
é6y CHARLES ScuretBers, M, D. of Vienna. 
Communicated by the Right Hon. Sir Foseph 
Banks, Bart. K.B P R.S. 

The animal which this article describes is 
found ina smalllake in Carniola. In shape it 
bears some resemblance to the Water Lizard, 

Art. 13. Observations tending to Investigate 
the Nature of the Sun, in order to find the Causes 
or Symptoms of its variable Emission of Light 
and Heat; with Remarks on the Use that may 
possibly be drawn from Solar Observations, by 
WitriaM Herscuer, LLD HFRS. 

Few Astronomers have added more to our 
knowledge of the starry heavens than Dr. 
Herschel. it is well kvown that his teles- 
copes, so greatly superor in brightness and 
distinctness to those before in use, have given 
him, as it were, the privilege of inspecting the 
celestial bodies, from 2 nearer station than his 
predecessors cou'd attain. But Dr H. de- 
serves as much praise for patient attention, 
accuracy of observation, and ingenuity of rea- 
soning, as for the mechanical excellency of his 
instruments. Je has lately turned his atten- 
tion to the examination of the Sun; and, inthis 
paper, endeavours to explain the nature and 

robable causes and eflects of the changes 
which takes place in its atmosphere It ap- 
pears to him, that the body of the Sun is 
opaque, and that it is surrounded by two dif- 
fereut strata of clouds. The lower of these, or 
that which is next the Sun, consists of opaque 
clouds, probably not unlike those of our 
planets; and these appear to be, in general, 
very closely connected. They form a most ef- 
fectual curtain, to keep the brightness of the 
superior regions, from the body of the Sun; 
at the same time that they greatly support its 
splendor, by reflecting a very larg: proportion 
of the brightness coming to them, from the 
illumination of the superior regions. The upper 
stratum consists of self-luminous or empyreal 
clouds. ‘The term clouds, however, does not 
perhaps convey exactly the idea intended; as 
we generally conceive, by that expression, 
something too gross and too permanent to al- 
low of its being properly appl'ed to luminous 
decompositions, which cannot float or swirn in 
air, as is the case with our planetary clouds. 

Every one who has observed the face of the 
Sun through a good telescope, must have per- 
ceived the appearances which have usually 
been distinguished by the name of spots, pen- 
umbre, &c. These names Dr. H. rejects, as 
figurative exnressions that may lead to error ; 
and, in their room, substitutes others more 


appropriate. The dark parts, formerly term- 
Lf 


ed spots, he styles ctenings; being the body of 
the Sun, seen in consequence of the accidental 
gemoval of the luminons and inferior clouds. 
These openings are usually surrounded by 
challows, hitherto called penumdbre ; being the 
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strata of inferior clouds, seen by the remoyay 
of the luminous one above. Ridges and nodules 
are bright elevations of luminous matter, ge. 
nerally termed facu/e. Through the interst). 
ces, which are frequently numerous, the lieht 
reflected from the upper surface of the lowe; 
clouds, is often plainly visible ; and being cop. 
siderably less intense than the direct illuming. 
tion of the upper regions, it occasions a faint 


appearance, to which is assigned the name of 


indentations, and which gives the face of the 
Sun a mottled appearance. 

‘he ingenious Author now proceeds to ac. 
count for the phenomena, which presented 
themselves to his view He concludes from 
the appearance of the clouds of the lower re. 
gions, (which seem to fleat at a considerable 
height above the body of the Sun) that they 
are supported, hke our own, by an atmos. 
phere, in which they may freely move about in 
all directions. The same holds good with re. 
gard to the self-luminous clouds of the upper 
regions ; the regular arrangement of which, 
at Certain given altitudes, can only be ascrib. 
ed to the specific gravity of the gases, to 
which they probably owe their existence. He 
supposes a transparent elastic gas, which may 
be called empyreal, to be found in different 


quantities, by the nature and construction of 


the Sun. Where this gas is formed in large 
quantities, it forces itself a passage through 
the planetary clouds, and thus produces an 
opening. When it has reached the higher re. 
gions of the Sun’s atmosphere, it diffuses it- 
self; removing the luminous clouds, and thus 
occasioning a large portion of the inferior 
clouds, or shallows, to be seen round the open- 
ings; and mixing afterwards gradually with 
other superior gases, it promotes the increase, 
and assists in the maintenance of the general 
luminous phenomena. 

Such is the Author’s theory, which cet- 
tainly is ingenious and plausible. ‘This able 
astronomer, however, cautions us to distin 
gcuish between facts observed, and the conse- 
quences that‘in reasoning upon them, we may 
draw from them; and this caution should be 
borne in mind, while we attend to the progress 
of his inquiries. 

The question naturally eccurs, whether 
there be actually any considerable difference 
in the quantity of light and heat, emitted from 
the Sun at various times; and whether the 
difference perceivable in the mildness of our 
seasons, and in their fertility, may be ascribed 
to a more or less copious emission of the solar 
beams. Dr. H. is much inclined to believe, 
that Openings, with great Shallows and 
Ridges, instead of small Indentations, may 
lead us to expect a copious emission of heat, 
and, therefore, mild seasons; and that, 0 
the contrary, small Indentations, and a poo 
appearance of the luminous clouds, the 4 
sence of Ridges and of large Openings 
Shallows, will denote a spare emission of heat, 
and may induce us to expect severe seasol> 
It is true, that different countries may, 4 the 
same time, be exposed, from various local ¢" 
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cumstances, to different temperatures; but 
pr. H. obviates the tendency of this objection, 
inom the familiar instance of the complicated 
aricties of the tides, though the simplicity of 
eit causes, We Might have expected, would 
jyve precluded every extraordinary and seem- 
‘gly discordant result. 

‘He considers the infiuence of the Sun- 
beams on the vegetation of wheat, as aifording 
ys some criterion, though an indirect one, of 
iheseverity or mildness of the seasons. Re- 
curring to the observations of others, he re- 
marks five distinct, though irregular and very 
unequal periods, of the disappearance of the 
gots in the Sun, noted during the course of 
150 vears last past; in each of which, the 
nrice of wheat was certainly higher than usual. 
~RKeviewing his own observations, he finds a 
sjsible deficiency in the illuminating and 
heating powers of the Sun, from the year 1795 
(9 1800; a period which comprehends both 
ihe late considerable failures of grain. Dr. 
H. concludes his paper, by communicating to 
iis readers the consoling intelligence, of a fa- 
yourable return of the rich appcarance of the 
sin. This, he hopes, will occasion a renewal 
of such seasons, as, in the end, may be at- 
ended by all their usual fertility. In this 
wish, every reader will unite with him. 

Art. 14. Observations on the Structure and 
Mode of Growth, of the grinding Teeth of the 
Wild Boar, and Animal incognitum. By Eve- 
rarD HoME, Esq fF. R.S. 

Art. 15. Account of sone Experiments on the 
Ascent of the Sap in Trees Ina Letter from 
T.A.KNiGcutr, £sq. to the Right Hon. Sir Fo- 
hh Banks, Bart. K. B. P. R. S. 

Whether we direct our attention to the 
magnificence of the starry heavens, or sur- 
vey the wonders displaved in the various pro- 
Wuctions of nature on the face of this globe, a 
CiristraNn Osserver wWillsee much cause 
to admire and adore the infinite power and 
wisdom of that God, who formed and fashion- 
tdall things. It is the glorious distinction of 
man above the brutes, that he is capable of 
knowing the Creator, and contemplating his 
wisdoa; nor can there be a surer mark of 
“ahenation from the life of God,” or a more 
‘owvincing proof of depravity, than the dwell- 
ng amidst innumerable evidences of divine 
vsdom and goodness, displayed on every 
ide, without being impressed with sentiments 
“admiration and gratitude. A tree isan ob- 
ft continually before our eyes; but the ex- 
lusite art discovered in its internal structure, 
‘ie curious arrangement of its fibres, the vari- 
‘of the vessels which it contains for the 
‘Olrisiment of its several parts, are not in 
sieral observed, and we are obliged to the 
‘son who discovers them to us. 

Mr. K. has turned his attention to the ascent 
“thesap in trees, and several of the facts 
“ich came under his observation, are very 
“Nous and interesting 
He first entirely removed the bark of several 
ng crab trees, by circular incisions, about 
“aninch in breadth. The sap still rose in 
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them, as well as in other trees which had not 
been su treated; and the branches shot during 
the whole spring, with equal luxuriance. But 
that part of the stems which was below the in- 
cisions, scarcely grew at all; whilst ail the 
parts above, increased as rapidly as in trees, 
the bark of which remained in the natural 
state. By leaving a branch between two in- 
cisions, and in other ways varying the expe- 
riments, Mr. K. found the resuit uniformly to 
be, that those parts of the stems and branches, 
which were above the incisions, and had « 
communication with the leaves through the 
bark, increased rapidly; whilst those belov, 
the incisions scarcely grew at aljJ, ull a new 
communication with the leaves through the 
bark was obtained, by means of a lateral shoot 
below the incisions. 

By placing, in a deeply tinged infusion, some 
shoots of the apple, with incisions round the 
bark, above and below particular leaves, Mr. 
K, found that the infusion had passed up the 
pores of the wood, beyond the incisions, and 
into the insulated leaves, but had neither co- 
loured the bark, nor the sap between it and 
the wood, and the pith was not affected, or at 
most was very slightly tinged at its edges. It 
appeared, upon further investigation, that 
there were within the stalk of each leaf, seve- 
ral kinds of vessels, existing with distinct offi- 
ces; some conveying the coloured infusion 
into the leaf, others returning diflerent fluids 
tothe bark. By reducing the number of leaves 
in a shoot, the bark became shrivelled and 
dry, and the point of the shoot died for want 
of nourishment. The whole action of each 
leaf lay between itself and the root, for the 
branch was perfectly well fed below the up- 
permost unmutilated leaf, but failed immedi- 
ately above it. 

Many of our readers may have had the op 
portunity of observing a transverse section of 
a turg or shoot of a tree through a microscope, 
and of remarking the different kinds of celis 
or tubes distributed through its substance 
These tubes have each their several offices, 
and Mr. K. has successfully investigated the 
functions of severalofthem = The sap he finds 
to ascend from the roots through the common 
tubes of the alburnum, (that soft white sub- 
stance between the inner bark and the wood) 
to the points of the annual shoots. At the 
face of the buds, and inthe soft and succulent 
part of the annual shoot, the alburnum ceases 
to exist; and here commences the action of 
the central vessels with their appendages, 
certain spiral tubes. By these the sap is car- 
ried into the leaves, and exposed to the air 
and light; and here it acquires, by what means 
Mr K. does not attempt to decide, the power 
to generate the various inflanimable sub. 
stances that are found in the plant. It ap- 
pears then to be brought back again throveh 
other vessels to the bark, and by that to he 
conveved to every part of the tree, to add new 
matter, and to compose its various organs for 
the succeeding season. Some ingenions con- 


jeeteres on the nature of the mechanical force 
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by which the sap is elevated, are added, in 
which the Author attribut.s that effect to the 
expansion of the lamine diverging in every di- 
rection from the medulla to the bark, and 
which constitute what is called by workmen 
the true or silver grain of the wood, in oppo- 
sition to the false or bastard grain, which con- 
sists of those concentric circles which mark 
the annual increase of the tree. it is a useful 
observation, that a board cut in the direction 
of the silver grain, where the lamine lie pa- 
rallel with the surface of the board, is rarely 
or never found, when prope: ly laid in the floor, 
to deviate from its true horizontal position: 
if, on the contrary, one be sawed across the 
silver grain, it will during many years be inca- 
pable of bearing changes of temperature and 
of moisture without being warped, nor wiilthe 
strength of numercus nails be sufficient entire- 
Jy to prevent the inconvemence thence arising. 

Art.16 Additional Gdservations tending to 
investigate the Symptoms of wo? Variabie limis- 
sion af the L ght and Heat of the Sun; with 
Trials to set aside Darkening Glasses by trans- 
micting the Solar Ra,'s aren b Liquids ; anda 
Jew Remarks to remove Objections that might 
be male against sonie of the Arguments contain- 
ed in the former Paper By Ww LLLIAM HeERS- 
cHEL. LL.D. F.R.S. 

D: H gives an account in this paper of the 
continuation of his Observations from the 2d 
March, 1801, to the 3d of May following; by 
which it appears, that his e xpect. wions of the 
continuance of a copiceus emission of the light 
and heat of the Sun have been hitherto sufii- 
ciently verified; and by comparing the pliaeno- 
mena which he reports, with the correspond- 
ing mildness of the season, he conceives his 
arguments obtain a considerable support. 
He suggests a suspicion, that one half of our 


Sun is less favourable to a coprous emission of 


ravs than the other; and that its variable lus- 
tre may possibly appear to other Soiar Syste:ns, 
as irregular periodical siurs are seen by us; 
but whether this arises from some permanent 
construction of the solar surface, or is merely 
an accidental circttmstance, must be left to 
future investigation A skeleton eye-piece is 
recommended for viewing the Sun, in the va- 
cancy of which is placed a moveable trough, 
shut up atthe ends with well polished plain 
glasses, so that the Sun’s rays may be made 
to pass through any Jiquid contained in the 
trough, be fore the ‘vy come to the evye-giass. A 
mixture of ink diluted with water and filtered 
through paper, inclosed in this trough, gives 
an image of the Sun as white as snow, and 
represents the objects fery distinetly without 
darkening glasses (We are obliged to defer 
the conclusion till next month ) 
FRANCE, 

A scCuocL OF LIVING ORIENTAL LAN- 
Gcuaces has been established in Paris, near 
the National Library, by order of the Govern- 
ment, for political and comme-cia! PURPOSES 5 


in which are taughithe Pers'os Svabic, Vurk- 


ish, and Modern Greek Lar ciages. 
LALANDE has published a Letter upon the 


[ Literary, 


subject of a Cu1nese Dictionary, which 
has been projected under the patronage of the 
Frencii Government; wherein he reminds the 
persons conc erned, that the celebrated De. 
guiznes laboured his whole life upon a similar 
design, and that his Ciunese Dictionary, in a 
large 4to volume, is now in the possession of 
his widow. He announces too, that an Arme- 
nian Dictionary, upon which the Abbé Clouet 
long employed himself, is in the hands of his 
heiress who resides at Turin, and that she 
wishes to sell this MS.to the French Govern. 
ment. It forms 6 vols. in folio, 

By adecree of the Consuls, of the 4th of 
March, the Na1TIONAL INSritTuTre ts order. 
ed to prepare a General View of the Progress 
of Science, Letters, and the Arts, from 1789 
ie the Ist Vendemiare of the year X., (Sep. 

sd, 1801.) This view, divided into three 
parts, corresponding to the three classes of 
tlhe Institute, is to be presented to the Consuls, 
ina Council of State, in the course of next 
Fiuctidor; by a deputation of the three class- 
es; and a similar account is to be drawn up 
every five years. 

the Nationa Insviture, on the 24th 
Feb, chose Ramonp to be Resident Member 
ofthe Class of Mathematical and Physical Sci- 
ences, scction Mineralogy, he having 253 
votes; Patrin, 280; and Valmont de Bomure, 
197. teyne, Klopsiock, and Sheridan, were 
named as Foreign Associates in the Class of 
Literature and the Fine Arts; MaSKELYNE, 
Herschel, and Priestley, in that of the Moral 
and Political Sciences; and RENNELL, Rum- 
ford, and Miiller, in that of the Mathematical 
and Physical: the fiest mentioned in each 
class obtained the majority of votes, 

The Firsr Consun, probably to answer 


political purposes, is the avowed patron of 


Science and Literature; and with this view 
encourages and assists SOCIETIES in every 
part of the Republic, through the celebrated 
chemist, M.Cuaprai, whom he has made 
Minister of the Intertor. “Uhe most assiduous 
attention is paid by this Minister, to the re- 
Vival and encouragement of Manufactures in 
all parts of France, 

The Society For THE ENCOURAGE- 
MONT OF Na rionaL Inpusrry has offered 
prizes, for a cheap method of weaving Fisher- 
men’s Nets; for the manufacture of White 
Lead and Prussian Blie; for the transplanta- 
tion of Autumnal Corn in the Spring; and tor 
the fabrreation of Metal Kitchen Utensils, in 
imitation of the Germans and —_— lined 
with a sirong varnish or glazing, capable of 
resisting fire andthe action of ae but ata 
price not exceeding that of the ordinary uten- 
sils. 

The quantity of feon procnred in France 
would more than setlce for its consumption; 
but foreign iron has hitherto been in greater 
Council of Mines received an 
order. in conseqnence, from the Gover: ment, 
to submit the French fron to the expermments 
ce quanty. 


repute, ‘the 


necessart’ to xscertain its comimaratis 
Tic result cf the investigation is, that the iron 
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of Trongois has every quality requisite to su- 

persede the foreign ; but that the Iron from 

the other forges is subject to cracks and flaws, 

which it is supposed may be removed by 
reater Care in its manufacture 

The experiments which have been made 
with the machine for navigating under water, 
have induced M. Guy Ton to investigate more 
deeply than heretofore the subject of respira- 
tion. He has made accurate observations in 
the diving-bell, and has calculated from hour 
to hour the consumption of the respirable part 
of the air, and the formation of carbonic acid 
gas. ‘Ihese observations have led him to in- 
vestigate the chemical means of ameliorating 
what remains of respirable air, and of absorb- 

ing the carbonic acid gas in an atmosphere al- 
ready exhausted. For instance, the danger 
arising from animal exhalations may be pre- 
vented by opening a flask of oxygenated muri- 
atic acid. 

On the 19th of Keb. Beyer, Physician to 
the Dear anp Dums Acapemy at Paris, 
made some experiments, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the degree of deafness, of some 
of the individuals, who compose this establish- 
ment. With a bow strongly pressed, and 
drawn upon plates of glass, with tubes of the 
same matter, and pieces of cloth, be obtained 
sounds very sharp andextraordinarily piercing. 
One of the pupils, named Massieux, experi- 
enced a very slight sensation, and a young 
girl appeared not to receive the smallest. The 
others manifested their astonishment; there 
were some who expressed great pleasure at 
hearing a sound, doubtless for the first time. 
But what is worthy of remark, is, that one, 
who could not hear the most piercing sounds, 
was transported when a small instrument was 
played on, which Beyer calls barmonico. This 
instrument could scarcely be heard by any 
one at the bottom of the room, yet the deaf 
child appeared transported, and heard it very 
well, It may, perhaps, be concluded from 
this, that the deafness of those who hear only 
the most piercing sounds, arises from the tvm- 
panum, or drum of the ear, being stretched 
too tight: and on the contrary, that this mem- 
brane is too relaxed, in those who can receive 
the impression of soft and tender sounds only ; 
and finally, that this membrane is absolutely 
palsied, in those who cannot hear at all. It 
might be useful, were nataral history and 
inedicine to unite and repeat these experi- 
ments. Some sparks of light might perhaps 
be elicited ; and possibly their hearing be re- 
stored to some of these individuals. 

ITALY. 

Literature has already felt the effects of the 
Peace in Italy. Many new works have been 
already published, and others resumed which 
had been interrupted by the War. Among 
the latter is the Literary Fournal of Pisa, 
which was suspended in 1798. after having 
been published for 25 years This Journal 
comprehends not only Ancient Literature and 
that of Italy, but the Literature also of Eng- 
land, France, Germany, and Spain. 
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The Turin AGRicuLTURAL SocieTy has 
appointed a Commission to examine what ma- 
nufauctures best suit Piedmom, with the means 
of encouraging them, and the places best 
adapted tor them; and proposes to establish 
and extend manufactornes for spinning cotton, 
parucularly m the difierent hospitals ; and to 
give the preference, in all possible cases, to 
silk, hemp, and wool, the natural produce of 
the country, over foreign materials. 

Dr. Svacco has shown, that the disease of 
the udders of cows, called the Cow Pox, is 
indigenous in Italy; and that human subjects, 
inoculated with this matt: r, have been tully 
protected from the Small Pox. He contro- 
verts the opinion of Dr. Jenner and others, 
that this disease of the udder arises originally 
from the grease in the heels of horses ; stati ng, 
that all the cows in Lom! bardy are milked by 
women, who, in no case, handle horses heels. 

GERMANY 

Tn our last Number, p. 134, we noticed a 
Decree of the Austrian Government, prohibi- 
tng Dr. Gaut from continuing to read his 
Lectures on Skulls. It appears, however, that 
he lias since been permitted to proceed, nuder 
certain restrictions, and is obliged to send a 
list of his anditors to the Magistrates of Vi- 
enna. The following explanation of his Tise- 
ory is given in some of the French Papers :— 

“The doctrines of the celebrated German 
Dr. Gall are not only curious, on account of 
the celebrity given to them by the prolibition 
against their being publicly tanght in Vienna, 
but they are likewise remarkable for their re- 
sults. As the brain is moulded by the skull, 
Dr. Gall, who thinks he has found in the con- 
formation of the brain an explanation of the 
different moral and intellectual faculties of 
man, establishes the convexity of the skull as 
the rule from which he is to form his judg- 
ment; and contends, thatthe more convex the 
skull, the greater the capacity of the individu. 
al, which he supports by the examples of the 
skulls of many celebrated men. This con- 
vexity is generally remarkable in every great 
man; but handsome men, whose heads are 
more round and gracefully formed, have sel- 
dom much genius. He likewise believes him- 
self able to determine the place of each of our 
mental faculties in the brain; the faculty of 
observation, for instance, lies just behind the 
forehead, This part is very convex in chil- 
dren, who, a9 is well known, are remarkable 
for this faculty. This convexity diminishes 
insensibly, and even becomes a concave, un- 
less in great observers; and Dr. Gall con- 
cludes that liberty and eustom may induce 
great chi: ues inthis fa culty in man He is 
in possession of the skulls of many celebrated 
persons, particularly those of Blumener, Alx- 
inger, and Wurmser In the brain of the 
latter he pretends to have diseovered the or- 
gan of courage, which has its plece about an 
inch above the ear —The sku!!s of animals 
furnish him with important discoverics) He 
has found in the skulls of singing birds, in 
those of celebrated Musicians, and, above ‘all, 
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in that of Mozart, the organ of music  Final- 
ly, the wily brain of the fox and the cat, as 
well as those of men whom he had known re- 
markable for craft, point out to him the organ 
of cunning.  Itis but justice to say, that the 
doctrines of Gall are very curious ; how far 
tuey are well founded is not tor us to exam- 
ine.” Clef du Cabinet, and Fournal du Soir.” 

‘The German Papers say, that a traveller 
jiately discovered in a private house at Wir- 
temberg, many sheets of Musie, in the hand- 
writing of Luruer, and apparently of his own 
composition; who ts known not only to have 
been a lover of music, but himsclf an admira- 
ble Mustetun and Composer. We have the 
authority of Handel, to attribute to him that 
sublime piece of Church music, known in 
Mngland as accompanying the Hundredth 
Ps: ns ; and the same great man acknowledges 
that he studied the compositions of Luth 
and derived singular advantage from them. 

M. LoscucGe, ne ar Nuremberg, has dis- 
covered a method of employing the bark of 
tan-yards, after it has served the purpose of 
the tanner, in the manufacture of Wrapping- 
paper. The bark is washed, and put into a 
pounding mill; where two hours, or a sixth 
part of the time necessary for white paper, 
may serve for the trituration of the mass. it 
is then thrown tovether into reservoirs, while 
woollen rags are triturated in the mill for 
about halfan hour, when the prepared tan is 
again thrown in, and triturated with these 
rags for a short time only, because the quality 
of the paper dues not require a fine grain, 

Mr. HiL4, an ingenious Orientalist, of Hal- 
le, in Germany, has undertaken the publica- 
tion of Hafiz, a celebrated Persian poet, and 
proposes to give the original text in a new 
‘Talik type, with a literal translation. Should 
this work be favourably received, Mr. Hill 
will extend his plan to the publication of seve- 
ral other Persian classics His Prospectus, 
in Latin, has been sent to press. 

Mr. Kiuarrorn, likewise of Halle, who 
has devoted many vears to the study of Chi- 
nese Literature, will shortly publish the meat 
number of an Oriental Jour nal, under the title 
of © Museum fiir die Orientalische Liters. 
tur;” in which work he is assisted by several 
ingenious friends. Mr. Klaproth has been for 
some time employed on a new Chinese Gram- 
mar and Vocabulary, of which a Prospectus, 
in Latin, may be soon expected. 





HOLL AND. 
M. Vroniyk, Professor of Natural History 
at Amsterdam, has endeavoured to ascertain, 


by experiment, of what use the long stiff 


hairs, termed whiskers, which are plac ed near 
the mouth of certain quadrupeds, might be to 
them. Having disposed ofa number of books, 
placed on their edges, upon the ground in his 
chamber, so as to form a kind of layrinth, he 
let loose a rabbit, with his eyes bound up, 
amongst them. The animal succeeded in ex- 


tricating himself from this labyrinth, without 
having overturned them ; 


but when Mr. Vro- 


{ Literary. 


lyk had cut off his whiskers, the animal, hay- 
ing no longer these tentacula to direct him, 
ran against the books, and overturned them. 
Moreov er it is known that the bulb, in which 
each of the whiskers is implanted, receive a 
small nervous filament, proceeding from the 
infra-orbilaty nerve. 

A National Library has been formed at the 
Hague, for the use of the Dutch Legislators, 

Van Marum and Professor Prarr have 
undertaken a large course of experiments to 
illustrate the nature of Galvanism. They have 
charged electrical batteries of 140 feet square, 
by a single contact with the pile of Voita; and 
they have clearly proved, that this pile iS a 
true excitatory apparatus of Electricity, which 
surpasses, in some respects, the strongest 
electrical machines. They have melted, by 
the Electricity of this apparatus, to the amount 
of 12 inches of iron-wire, and even of wire of 
Platina. 

SPAIN. 

A model has been lately executed, by Cav- 
PENNE-SAINT-PEE, Of a floating fortification, 
which can neither be burnt nor sunk, intended 
for the defence of roads and harbours, &c. It 
is constructed like a raft, and in the form of a 
lozenge; and is composed of different grat- 
ings of timber, placed one over another, in the 
intervals of which cork is left to float. The 
uppermost grating, which serves as a platform, 
is covered with wood. Round this are para- 
pets of cork, eight feet thick, and five feet 
eight inches high, which give the whole an 
appearance of a military fortification. In the 
centre of the raft are six twenty-four pounders, 
upon carriages of a peculiar construction. To 
avoid the inconveniences occasioned by the 
common furnaces for heating balls, in the con- 
sumption of wood and the quantity of smoke, 
the furnace is made of iron, and is heated by 
eighteen lamps, the wicks of which are six 
inches broad, and are lighted in an‘instant, or 
as soon extinguished by cutting off the wicks, 
which fall into a vessel filled with water plac- 
ed underneath.—Clef du Cabinet, No. 1819. 

Messrs. Ruiz and Pavon, oe returned 
lately from South America, are preparing to 
publish at Madrid, a complete Flora Peru- 
viensis, or Catalogue and History of the Plants 
of Peru 

SWEDEN. 

M. Guyton has published at Paris a Me- 
moir upon a Stove, constructed according to 
the principles of the Swedish Chimney, and 
which appears to carry the economy of fuel 
nearer to perfection than it has yet been. The 
winters in Sweden are, by many degrees, more 
rigorous than in our latitude ; and travellers 
have observed, that there is no country where 
the intemperance of the seasons is guarded 
against at less expense. Their whole secret 
consists in giving to the pipes which conduct 
the smoke the greatest number of circumvolu- 
tions possible, in order to obtain its entire heat. 
The third part of a billet of wood will, in these 
chimnies, communicate a heat for ten hours 
above the mean temperature. 
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EAST INDIES. 

A kind of pulse grows in the Island of Cey- 
fon, which is possessed of very valuable prop- 
erties, and will be an article of import to Ben- 
gal. [tis called ane, and might be rendered 
of great unity. The stem of this plant is 
from three feet aad a halfto four feet in length, 
and furnishes a flax, which is twisted into 
long ropes. From thee ‘xtraordinary quality it 
possesses of not decaying or rotting inthe wa- 
ter, itis particularly employed by fishermen 
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for their nets and lines, It appears, however, 
to be rather deficient in elasticity ; but that is 
attributed to its never having been sufflcently 
steeped. Its strength appears, from some ex- 
periments, to be inthe proportion of five to 
fuur of Kuropean cordage. he plant grows 
spontaneously in evlon, and many tons of it 
may be collected in Candy; but the natives 


are entirely ignorant of the proper meihod of. 


manufacturing it. 


*,* Having received Notice from the Commussioners of the Stamp Office. that for the Books, 
inserted in all Lists of New Publications, Cec, we must pay the Duty as Advertisements if the Prie 


and the Bookseller's Name ve inserted, we shall in future omit such Lists ; 


but shall announce the 


most emporrant Publicutions in our Literary Intelligence. 
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I. STATE AND PROGRESS OF RELIGION, 


PROTESTANT MISSIONS IN THE EAST 

INDIES, 
(Concluded from pp 12°.) 
Tut Rev. Mr. Paezold, i in a letter dated 
at Vepery, the 10th of Aprii,!800, states 
his having been on Missionary concerns, 
visiting the Southern provinces of the 
Peninsula; purticulars of which, as de- 
tailed in his Diary, he promises to trans- 
mit. 

The Rev. Mr. Pohle, in a letter dated 
at Trichinapally, 17th of March, 1800, 
states, that in the course of the year 
1799, he had baptized thirty-six infants, 
one adult, and four grown children of 

toman Catholic parents.—-T wo persons 

had been received from the Popish 
Communion. The communicants, In 
the course of the year, had been two 
hundred and six, marriages thirteen, 
and burials thirty. He ey also private- 
ly administered the Sacrament to a few 
sick persons; and some German sol 
diers had twice communicated in the 
Church. 

The English school had increased, 
consisting of from thirty-nine to filty- 
four children; and in the Malabar school, 
there were about twenty. The Malabar 
and Portuguese people belonging to 
his Mission were in number two hun- 
dred and eighty-five —The Chatechists 
and Schoolmasters were as before re- 
ported, excepting that a young man, 
Christ. Observ. No. 3. 


whom Mr. Pohle had sent to Tanjore, 
had returned thence, and been success- 
fully employed in the English School.— 
Ail had regularly performed their re- 
spective duties, without interruption, 
excepting what had sometimes been oc- 
casioned by slight indispositions.— The 
Chatechists often made excursions into 
the country, to preach the Gosfel to the 
heathens. Tie principles of Christiani- 
ty many approve of, who nevertheless do 
not enter into the Church, being scan- 
dalized by the immoral lives of many 
Turopeans, particularly in the circum- 
stance of keeping women, without being 
lawfully married to them It is proper, 
he observes, when these objections are 
made, to clear the Gospel of counte- 
nancing such immoralities; but this will 
not always satisfy those who contend 
that principle and practice ought to go 
tovether. He had recently built a new 
Malabar School Housc, appropriating 


the old one to the English Scholars, in. 


stead of continuing to teach them in the 


Church, which bad thereby been mate- 


rially injured. Mr. Pohle earnestly 
hopes, that a succession of faithful and 


pious Missionaries, whose principles and 


morals are correct, and who are true ser- 
vants of Jesus Christ, may be frerpretu. 
ated. 
The Rev. Mr. Kolhoff,in a letter dat- 
ed at Tanjore, 3lst of December, 1799. 
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excuses himself for having too long 
omitted tv write to the Socicty, alleg- 
ing the weight of business that had been 
lying beavy on bim, in consequence of 
the death of his ever honoured and 
dearly beloved godfather, the late Rev. 
Mr. Swartz, and the ill state of the Rev. 
Mr. Jenicke’s health, He acknow- 
ledges, with gratitude and much satis. 
faction, the receipt of his salary and 
gratuity, and of letters from the Secre- 
ary, and promises by God’s gracious 
assistance to fulfil, to the utimost of his 
power, the duties of his station. He 
then details a number of paruculars 
concerning the last days, and the death 
of Mr. Swartz, every account of whom 
serves only to increase the vencrauion 
entertained for his valuable and excem- 
plary character.* 

During the year 1797, Mr. Kolhof 
had assisted Mr, Swartz in preaching 
on Sundays to tae English and Vamuii- 
an congregations, and in perio ring the 
other duties of the Missien; in which 
course likewise he had been regularly 
occupied the year following. ‘Till the 
second Sunday after Easter, 1798, the 

vev. Mr. Jzenicke had dite preached 

occasionally at Tanjore. in the English 
and Tamulian Congregations, after 
which time his repeated attacks of ill- 
ness altogether disabled him from so 
doing. Still however Mr. Joonicke con- 
tinued to be of great service by his 
eood instructions, and his attention to 
the Mission accounts. 

In addition to his ordin ary duties, Mr. 
hKolhoff had also been ean) oc oupied in 
instructing the Rev. Mr. Holzberg, in 
tue Tamulian lene age ; wherein, be- 
sides preaching) in Linelish, he had lately 
delivered two Sermons, and administer- 
ed the Lord’s Supper. 

In the vear 1797, the number of the 
haptisms had been one hundred and 
nine; amongst which, thirty were in- 
fants, born in the Tamultan Congrega- 
tion, thirty-two beathens, and forty-seven 
children of European parents. Three 
persons had also been received from the 
Popish Communion. 

In the year 1798, the baptisms had 
been ninety-one; of which 38 were in- 
fants born in the Tamulian Congrega- 


* See our Obituary for last Month. 
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tion, thirty-seven heathens, and sixtcen 
children of European parents. The 
converts from Popery were filteen. 

And, in the year 1799, the baptized 
were one hundred and ninety; thirty- 
eight being infants of the Tamulian 
Congregation, one hundred and forty- 
five heathens, and seven children of Eu- 
ropean parents. The converts from 
Popery this year were twenty-five; two 
hundred and nine persons of the Tamu- 
lian Congregation had received the Sa- 
crament of the Lord’s Supper, nite cou- 
ple had been married, and forty-nine 
corpses buried. 

The English and Native Schools had 
been kept up as usual. In the Eng- 
lish School, there were then only sine 
scholavs: in the provincial Schools at 
Tanjore and Cun nbagonam, about forty; 
and in the Tamulian Scheol, consisting 
exclusively of chiidrcu beionging to the 
Congrevation, ninety-nine hoys,amonegst 
whom there were fourteen Seminarists 
trained to become Catechists, and thirty- 
five were Charity boys, maintained and 
clothed by the Mission. Two English 
School-muasters instructed in the pro- 
vincial and English schools; and four 
School-masters taught the children In 
the Tamulian School. Six Catechists 
were — at Tanjore, in instruct- 
ing the Catechumens, visiting the Chris- 
tians, and conversing with Heathens 
and Papists. 

Mr. Kolhoff states, that an event very 
favourable to the whole country, and to 
the Mission, had happened about the 
middle of the last year. Mr. Swartz’s 
endeavours having been crowned with 
success, the adopted son of the late 
Tulja Maha Rajah, by order of the Court 
of Directors, had been placed on the 
throne, on the 30th of June, 1798, On 
his accession, Serfogee Maha Rajah had 
corrected several abuses, and endeav- 
oured to make his subjects of every de- 
nomination happy, by a just and mild 
government; and he had been particu- 
larly beneficent by furnishing a large 
quantity of grain, for the support of the 
poor in their Congregation, which had 
been a very important and considerable 
relief, during a time of scarcity. 

In the month of October, 1799, the 
Rajah had signed a treaty, by which he 
transferred tothe Honourable Company: 
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the power of administering justice and 
collecting the revenues of the Tanjore 
country. By this treaty too, the two 
forts of Tanjore were to be entirely 
evacuated by the Company’s troops, and 
his Excellency Serfogee Maha Rajah 
was at liberty to garrison them. The 
Company’s troops had accordingly 


muithed out to Villam, on the 29th of 


October, and an end was thereby put to 
the Engiish divine service, performed 
on Sundays and Wednesday evenings, 
in the church of tue little fort. Appre- 
hensions had been cntertained that the 
‘Pamulten divine service there would be 
discontinued, and the place appropriated 
to the Bramins; but these fears had not 
been well founded, for the Rajah had 
not only given them leave to perform 
the Tamulian service there, but also 
promised to protect them against all 
moJestauon. 

The defeat of Tippo Sultan, and the 
reduction of the Mysore country, ad 
ofiened a great door to make known the 
Slad tidings of the Gosfiel to the inhabi- 
fants of an extensive country; and it 
was the fervent prayer of the Afissiona- 
ries, that God might send faithful la- 
bourers into his vineyard, and cause the 
light of his glorious Gosfiel to shine 
amongst these poor Heathens, that they 
mizht be turned from diteees to light, 
and from the fiower of Satan unto God. 

The Rev. Mr. Holzberg, in a letter 
dated at Tanjore, 11th of March, 1800, 
mentions that he continued to be sta- 
iedly engaged in bis Missionary labours, 
and had occasionally preached to the 
Malabar Congregation, and performed 
other offices in their language. The 
garrison having marched to Trichina- 
paily, all the Europeans had left Tan- 
jore, and their labours were conse- 
quently confined to the Tamulian Con- 
eregation, which was in an increasing 
state, and amongst whom, through the 

blessing of God, they did not labour in 
vain, many amongst them being anxious 
for the salvation of their immortal 
souls. In his first Sermon to them, in 
the Tamulian language, last year, be 
had mentioned the great benefits they 
were permitted to experience, by the 
Christian liberality of the society, in 
sending out teachers, and causing the 
‘ospel of Christ to be preached to 
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them. Mr. Kolhoff and he occasion- 
ally went out to confer with the Hea- 
thens; but the constant preparations of 
the candidates for baptism requiring 
much attention, there was but little time 
to spare for that duty. 

Vhe death of Mr. Jeenicke has been 
already mentioned, During his illness, 
he ofien expressed his hopes of soon 

ntering into the joy of his Lord; and 
on the day of his death, after suffer ring 
much from fever, he was seized with 
convulsions, and between seven and 
eight in the evening, was delivered 
from all his sufferings, and introduced 
into that state of rest, which he had 
longed after with most ardent desires, 
His brethren and fellow-labourers ob- 
serve, that from the time of his arrival 
in India, till seized with that dreadtul 
sickness the Hill Fever, he had pur- 
sued his work in the Mission with fer- 
vour and delight. He was a great 
blessing to the congregation and school 
at Tanjore, and a happy instrument for 
the enlargement of the kingdom of 
Christ, in the countries to the south- 
ward, where he erected several Church- 
es, established Schools, and had lebour- 
ed with all his strength to instruct the 
ignorant, to awaken the careiess, and 
to animate every one to welk worthy of 
his holy profession ; and it is remarka- 
ble, they observe, that previously to his 

departure, he should have been enabled 
to visit all those places, where he had 
before preached the word of God, to 
warn and exhort the people who had 
been instructed and awakened by his 
ininistry. The endowments of 
his mind, the excellent disposition of 
his heart, and his zeal for the glory of 
God and the souls, bad given 
them cause to lament his early death ; 
ter of especial sorrow 
an afflicting stroke 
followed the severe 
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and it was mat 
to them that such 
should so soon have 
loss, which they and the Mission had 
sustained by the lamenied death of 
the venerable Mr. Swartz; but they 
knew it to be their duty to hur ble 
themselves bcfore Him, who is the 
Lord and Head of his Church, and to 
submit to all his ways and dispensa- 


tions, which, though unsearchable. are 
always holy, wise, and good. 
pray that God may mercifully look 
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upon the afflicted state of the Mission ; 
that he may be their heiper and pro- 
tector; and supply his Church, in that 
country, with able and faithful la- 
bourers ! 

Tie work of the Mission, by God’s 
aSsistance, was carried on as usual, 
and they were about to muke some 
revulations for the better evucation of 
girls belonging to the congregation, and 
to erect chapels for the accommoda- 
tion of Christians, resident westward of 
Tanjore, particulars of which they pur- 
posed to detail ina subsequent Ictler. 


ill, A VikW OF 


DvrinG this month considerable fears have 
been entertained of the rene wal of hostilities 
between Great Britain and France ‘These 
fears owed their origin in some decree to the 
unexpected, but probably not unreasonabie 
protraction of the negotiations at Amiens ; 
but they have been strengthened by the sud- 
den activity, with which our naval propara- 
tions have been resumed. All the ships of 
the line and frigates in a serviceable state, 
received orders to take on beard from four to 
six months provisions, and to be in readiness 
to sailat a moment’s warning. These mea- 
sures may not have been cecasioned by the 
discovery of any imsincerity on the part of 
France, but may be merely tbe eflects of soli- 
citude for the public safety,and of wise precau- 


tion, guarding against every possible issue of 


the existing conferences. The promptness 
and decision however with which they were 
taken, would seem to justify the popular 
opinion, that s-me unnecessary delay or 
evasive conduct on the part of 
Consul, had excited suspicions of his good 
faith. 

The progress of the negotiations at Amiens, 
is at present wrapped in impenctrable secrecy. 
It would therefore be uscless to form any con- 
jecture, either as to the particular pow. s 
which have contributed to lengthen them, or 
asto their final issue, though that issue it is 
now confidently expected will be favourable ; 
we would however remind our readers, that 
peace in the present instance 18s net exempt 
from its dangers, anv more than war, and that 


=< 


the appointment of either the one or the 
other, depends on more unerring councils than 
those which guide any earthly cabinet The 
Christian Observer, therefore, while he ear- 
nestly prays for the permanence ef peace, will 
cheerfuily acquiesce, should his prayer be de- 
nied, in the wisdom of the divine dispensation. 
In either case, he will still place his implicit 
teliance on that gracious Providence who has 
so wonderfully watclicd over the fortunes of 


the Chief 


{ Historical. 


The Rev. the Danish Missionaries, 
in a letter dated at Tranquebar, 27th 
of March, 1800, state, that their Ja- 
bours were continued as usual, and, 
through the divine blessing, not with- 
out effect. 





BAPTIST MISSION IN INDIA, 


The last accounts from the Baptist 
Mission in India, state, that the New 
Testament, in the Bengalee language, 
had been printed. A copy of it has 
been reccived in this country. 
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this country, and who, we humbly hope, will 
continue to guide her councils, to enlarge her 
resources, to invigorate her spit, and to unite 
all ranks in the common detcuec of our king, 
our laws, our liberty, and our religion; which 
are, perhaps, no less exposed to danger inthe 
hour of peaceful intercourse from insidious 
artifice, than in a season of War from open 
violence. 
RANCE. 

THe annuyl renewal of one fifth of the 
members of the ‘Tribunate, appomted by the 
Constitution, took place in the course of last 
month. The Chief Conseul availed himself of 
this circumstance, to remove tien their seats 
many of thase who, under the ides that discus- 
sion was a part of thei duty, had the pre- 
sumption to oppose his preject ot a Civil Code 
It has been rentarked, tha: those members 
both of the Legisiative Body and the Tribu- 
nate, who voted tor the death of Louis ZVI, 
have been expelled on this cccasion, 

Bonaparie, norwithstanding the congratula- 
tions with which he was received on his re- 
turn from Lyons, seems to have had reason to 
suppose, that the satisfaction excited by his 
elevation to the Presidency of the Italian Re- 
public was not universal. A new conspiracy 
against his authority was announced about 
the b ginning of this month, in consequence of 
which 30 or 60 suspected persons were appre- 
hencded, and among them the famous journalist 
La Harpe, who, though now in his dotage, has 
become an object of Consular jealousy. The 
charge preferred against them, is that of hav- 
ing maintained an habitual correspondence 
with the enemies of the state. 

The Consuls have decreed, that every year 
the ‘Tribunal of Cassation shall depute 12 
members, to point out such laws as experience 
shall prove either vicious or insufficient ; to- 
gether with the best means of preventing 
crimes, punishing offenders, duly apportioning 
punishments, perfecting the different codes, 
reforming abuses in the judicial administra- 
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tion, and establishing a better discipline 
among the officers of justice. 

some aaditional vessels of war, with troops 
on board, were despatched in the course of the 
last month to the West indies, 

The price of bread s stated to have risen 
throughout France, an the consequent dis- 
tress of the lower classes of people to be very 
great, 

ft.¢ Moniteur of the 18th Feb. contains a 
list of the births, deaths, &c. in Panis, dumng 
the year i801, and we ce tarniydo not remem- 
berto have seen a document , exhibiting aii of- 
ficial record of such shameless protiigacy of 
manners, or of so much public wretchedness, 
We think it a duty not to withhold the account 
}rom our readers 

Legitimate Births, 14829 

ilicgitimate 2...) 484: 


Being about 
one fourth of 
the whole. 
Being about 
one sixth of 
the whole, 





Marriages . . . 3820 
Divorces . 2. 2. - @2U 





Died in their own 
houses 

Died im poor houses 
and hospitals . 2 8257 

Found dead in the 
streete ... » <U1 


12510 


Being about 
two-fifths of 
the whole. 


Let the people of Great Britain carefully 
contemplate this horrid picture. Let those 
especially, if such there be, who have felt a 
seciet complace ney in the prospeet of internal 
revolution, or Gallic invasion, vainly hoping 
perhaps that the consequent equalization of 
property would relieve the miuscries of the 
poor, consider this unsophisticated exhibition 
of revolutiouary misery, apd sey whether they 
would exchange for it the distress of this coun- 
wv. great as it ET a be Are not all the com- 
bined hardships in the case of the peor of 
Great Britain, (whieh however we should re- 
joice to see removed,) out weighed by = 
siigle circumstance, that two-filihs ef thos 
who have died in the course of the vear ie 
ris, have died in hospitals and poor houses ? 
We wish it were pussible to make every Ja- 
bourer in these kingdoms acquainted with the 
fact. Rutabove ail, let every one, of whatever 
denon nation, who wishes te promote the pre- 
sent liappiness or the everlasting well-being of 
his fellow creatures, deeply reflect upon the 
moral state of France: and let them unite in 
repelling those poisonous principles of infide- 
lity and anarchy, which have produced eflects 
30 Ceplorable; while they bless God for hay- 
ing suved us, through the wisdom of our rulers 
and the valour of our fleets and armies, from 
similar contamination; and for having pre- 
served to us entire eis civil and re hgious i in- 
stitutions, which, while they are continued to 
us, will prove powerful bulwarks against the 
introduction of similar miseries. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The New Constitution of the Helvetic Re- 

public, has, at length, been announced. The 
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rovernment is to consist of two Landamanns, 
a Senate, and a Diet Vhe Christian reli- 
gion, accordiny to the Catholic and Keformed 
communion, is to be the established religion; 
and itis to be regulated by the central admi- 
nistration and the ecciesiastical authorities in 
concert. ‘The Kepublic is styled one, and is 
to be divided into twenty-one Cantons, of 
which the Vaiais will form one, 

Besides the Central Administration for the 
national sovereignty, there is to be an admi- 
nistration ineach Canton, The Diet, whichis 

composed of representatives from the cantons, 

meets annually, and, at the proposition of the 
Senate, declares war and peace, ratifies trea- 
ties, and adopts or rejects such laws as the 
Senate has not procured the asscnt of two- 
thirds of the Cantons to, but yet persists in 
proposing. 

The Senate consists of two Landamanns, 
two Stadtholders, and twenty-six Counsellors. 
It names all public functionaries. 1t appoints 
a litthe Council of its members, to execute the 
laws, and propose regulations to the Senate, 
to watch over the administration of justice, 
finance, and war; and, during the adjourn. 
ment of the Senate, to exercise the executive 
power in its plenitude, afterwards rendering 
an account of its proceedings to the Senate. 

Great uneasiness 1s said to have prevailed 
in Switzerland, on account of some move- 
ments by the French troops in the Valais, and 
strong representations have been made to the 
French government on the subject. 

ITALY. 

The newly constituted Italian Republic be. 
cau the exercise of its powers ¢ 
February, when the Provisional Government 
resigned its functions, and Mcizi, the vice- 
president, Was instailed in his dignity by Gen, 
Murat. In the Proclamation which was 'ssu- 
ed on this occasion, great pans are taken to 
prove that the power ef France, in 1788, was 
greater than what she now PUSSESses ; and the 
inference deduced from this re aSOMINE, 1S, that 
Frat Ce, iat ie ramed bo ReW acce ssion of in- 
fluence, but only maintained her former rank, 
po alarm or outers ought to be excited by the 
increase of her power, in consequence of the 

virtual annexation to her dominions of the Ita- 
lian republic. The circumstance indeed seems 
to huve excited much less sensation in the dif- 
ferent Cabinets of Europe, than might have 
been predicted. The king of Prussia has con- 
gratulated Bonaparte on his new assumption 
of sovereignty. The emperor of Russia has 
expressed no displeasure, but has sent cre- 
dentiais to his ambassador at Paris; and the 
House of Austria declares that it has viewed 
his elevation WiTuH INTEREST. Jt is scarce- 
ly possible, indeed, that they should view with 
unconcern the preponderance of influence, 
which the First Consul has. acquired in the 
Tuscan Sea, by the cession of Elba and the in- 
troduction of French {troops into ‘Tuscany, 

The Pope has addressed a Brief to ‘those 
Bishops of France wh have given in their re- 
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signation, highly commending their conduct, 
and expressing his lively gratitude for their 
prompt compliance. 

GERMANY. 

The long-protracted business of the Indem- 
nities is now said to have advanced near acon- 
clusion. 

The Envoy of Brunswic Lunenburg, in the 
name of his Britaunic Majesty, had delivered 
to the First Consul of France a note, the ob- 
ject of which was, to prevent the seculariza- 
tion of tne Bishoprics of Osnaburg and Hilde- 
sheim, and the appropriation of the State of 
Corvey, andthe Lown of Hocksten, to the 
purpose of indemnity. Tis note, which is 
written with great firmness, had also been 
communicated to the Courts of Vienna, Pe- 
tersburgii, and Beclin. ‘The Emperor of Ger- 
many, and the Kiig of Prussia, have given 
ans\vers expressive of their intention not to 
intertere; but the Chief Consul’s determina- 
tion is not yet announced. 

HOLLAND. 

The Finances of this country appear to be 
at presentin a most deplorable state, the In- 
terest of the National Debt for the last year 
amounting to 26,058,488 florins. 

To relieve its embarrassments, the Dutch 
Government has endeavoured to procure a 
voluntary loan of SO Millions. The fund ap- 
propriated for the payment of the interest and 
the discharge of the principal in eght years, 
is an annual tax, during that period, of 14 per 
Cent. on Capital, and 2 per Cent. upon In- 
come. They have also sold, by anticipation, 
the property expected from Batavia in au- 
tumn. 

Measures are stated to be undcr considera- 
tion, for procuring an indemnity for the Prince 
of Orange ; whio lias lately paid a visit to Pa- 
ris, Where he was treated by the Chief Consu! 
with great attention. 

Notice has been sent to the Missionary So- 
cieties, of the intention of Government hence- 
forth to inspect their correspondence and pa- 
pers. 

DENMARK. 

We stated, in our last, the accession of Den- 
mark to our Convention with Russia. We find 
that his Danish Majesty has since annulled 
the duties, which he established last vear on 
the passage of the Belt. 

SWEDEN. 

The king of Sweden bas issued an Ordi- 
nance, the purport of which is, that some No- 
blemen having renounced their nobility, and 
the rights connected with it, itis thought ex- 
pedient to declare, that the laws neither can 
nor will allow any individual to arrogate a 
right, which could not be exercised by all with- 
out destroying one, of the orders essential to 
the constitution; and that whoever does so for 
the future shal! not be considered as a good 
subject, nor be permitted to reside within the 
Swedish dominions. 

RUSSIA. 

The Emperor Alexander is said to have 

made propositions to the Courts of Vienna, 
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Berlin, London, Madrid, Naples, Dresden, 
Munich, and Lisbon, to unite with him jn 
procurmg an Establishment for the French 
Princes of the Line of Bourbon suited to their 
rank. 

TURKEY. 

The unfortunate inhabitants of Belgrade are 
still a prey to war and agitation, ‘Vhe gurri- 
son, consisting of 5,000 men, is divided into 
different parties, and the sirects of the city 
become the theatre of bloody combats be- 
tween them. An apprehension of fanune, 
which is said to exist, necessarily adds to the 
alarm. Six thousand turkish troops have ar. 
rived in its neighbourhood 

The spirit of revolt would appear, by letters 
from various quarters, to increase daily in 
some of the Turkish Provinces, 

EAST INDIES. 

The Rebellion in the arnatic continues 
with unabated violence, notwithstanding a 
succession of severe defeats which the insur- 
gents have sustained. 

We are happy to state the recapture of the 
East India Company’s late suip the Kent, and 
her arrival at Princomalee She :s said to 
have on board the cargoes of two vessels 

The Coliege which was to have been insti- 
tuted in Bengal, under tie auspices of the 
Marqu's of Wellesley, is now wholly abandon- 
ed, and the Students have returned to their 
respective Presidencies. Another arrange. 
ment is talked of, which is calculated to facili- 
tate the Knowledge of the Eastern languages, 
without the expense of a Collegiate institu. 
tion. 

AMERIC 

We promised, in our last, to give the sub. 
stance of the Message which the President of 
the United States addressed tu Congress, on 
the sth of December. 

He observes, that it is a circumstance of 
sincere gratification, that the wars which have 
for so many years afflicted their sister-nations, 
have at length come to anend; and that the 
communications of peace and commerce are 
once more opened. Assurances of friendly 
disposition had been received from different 
powers, and he hoped that the wrongs com- 
mitted by them during the war would now ve 
repaired. 

Among the Indians a spirit of peace and 
friendship generally prevailed, and the efforts 
to introduce among them the implements and 
the practice of husbandry, and of the house- 
hold arts, had not been without success: they 
were becoming more and more sensible of the 
superiority of this dependence, over the pre- 
carious resources of hunting and fishing ; and 
already, instead of a constant diminution of 
their numbers, some of them began to experi 
ence an increase cf population. 

To this state of general peace, one only ex- 

eption existed, ‘fripoli had come forward 
with demands unfounded either in right or in 
compact; but a small squadron of frigates was 
sent into the Mediterranean. ‘The Bey had 
already declared war, but tiie arrival of the 
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squadron dispel ed the danger: neither was 
their situation with the other Barbary States 
enurciy satisfactory, as would appear from pa- 
pers } aid before them. The Census lately ta- 
ken of the inhabitants would shew, that the 
increase of numbers during the last ten years, 
promises a duplication in Little more than 
LWOUEV- WO Years 

ather circumstances, combined with the in- 
ercase of numbers, had produced an augmen- 
tation of revenue, so that they could now dis- 
pense with all the internal (axes, comprehend. 
inv excise, stamps, auctions, liccuses, car- 
raves, and relined sugars; to which the post- 
ace of news-papers may be added, to facilitate 
the progress of information. 

These views, bowever, were formed on the 
expectation, that a sensible reduction may 
take place in the habitual expenditure of the 
ha Government, and of the Army and Navy. 
The organization of the state was too expen- 
am ; offices and officers had been multiplied 

necessarily, and injurtously. He had begun 

the reduction of what was deemed unnecessa- 
ry. The expenses of diplomatic agency had 
heen considerably diminished. The imspec- 
tors of internal revenue, who were found to 
obstruct the accountability of the institution, 
had beendiscontinued, Several agencies had 
been suppressed; but the great mass of pub- 
c offices was established by law, and there- 
ure by law alone could be aly atished. In short, 
t behoved them to take otf every surcharge ; 
th at itnever may be scen here, that, after 
leaving to labour the sttliest portion of its 
earings on Which it can subsist, government 
shallitself consume the whole residue of what 
it was instituted to g@uard, 

li) their care too of the public contributions, 
it would be prudent to multiply barriers 
acunst dissipation of them. He also recom- 
mends to their attention the placing the 
Militia on a respectable and efficient footing, 
and the state also of the navy and fortifica- 
tions, 

* Agricaltare, Nik 
‘Nie ition, 
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nepactures, commerce, aad 
the four pillars of our prosperity,” 
adds. ‘are then most thriving bir an left 
most tree to individual enterprise.” Protec. 
thoy from casual embarrassments, however, 
hay sometimes be seasonably inter posed, and 
their attention would be turned to relieve the 
pressure which the carrying trade would feel 
in consequence of the pe ace 
The Judiciary system of the United States, 
and especially that portion of it recently erect- 
ed, would of course present itself to tiie con- 
. mMolation of Congress ; and while on the ju- 
diary organization, it would be worthy their 
Consideration, whether the protection of Ju- 
ties had been extended to the cases liivolving 
the security of persons and property. Their 
or i artial selection also being essential to their 
value, they ought further to consider, whethe: 
that is sufficiently secured in those States, 
Where they are named by a Marshal depend- 
ing on Executive will, or designated by the 
Court ,or by the Officers depend: anton them. 
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He recommends a revisal of the laws on 
the subject of Naturalization; as, consider- 
ing the ordinary chances of human life, a de- 
nial of citizens hip under a residence of four- 
teen years, 1s a denial toa great proportion of 
those who "ask it, and controls a policy pursu- 
ed from their first settlement, by many of 
these States, 2nd sull believed of consequence 
to their prosperity, 

He observes in conclusion, “That all should 
be satisfied with any one order of things, is 
not to be expected ; but 1 indulge the pleasing 
persuasion, that the great body of our citizens 
will cordially concur in honest and disinterest- 
ed efforts, which have for their object, to pre- 
serve the general and state governments in 
their constitutional form and equilibrium ; to 
Maintain peace abroad, and order and obe- 
dicnce to the laws at home ; to establish prin- 
ciples and practices of administration favoura- 
ble to the security of liberty and property; and 
to reduce expenses to what is necessary for 
the useful purposes of government.” 

The Government of the United States is 
said to have lately directed its attention to the 
civilization of the Creek Indians, among whem 
there existed several circumstances favoura- 
ble to the hope of success. ‘lhe vigorous 
mind of General Bowles” had already direct- 
ed the atteution of many of that nation, no less 
by his arguments than by his example, to their 
true interesis; and his recent return to his 
own country, after a tedious imprisonment to 
which the Court of Spain, jealous of his pro- 
gress in civilizing the Creeks, had shamefully 
subjected him, has probably given new activity 
to hic sagacious plans. The breeding ofcattle, 
the cultivation of the soil, and to a small degree 
manufactures, are stated to have been substi- 
tuted, in a great many instances, for the for- 
mer ren rious mode of life pursued by the 
Creeks. 

The price of 3 kinds of provisions, as 
well as the rate of freights, have been much 
reduced in pean hes since the Peace. 

By an order, dated the 25th of Dec., for 
which no reason is assigned, American and 
all Foreign vessels are prohibited from enter- 
ing the Havanaah. 

Ywo very horrid attempts were made, in 
the month of January, to destroy the town of 
Boston with fire, by which several buildings 
were consumed, but only one life lost. ‘The 
second time the town was set on fire in four 
diilerent places, but combustibles having been 
discovered in various parts of the town, the 
supply of engines was so prompt, as to defeat 
the purpose of the incendiaries. 

A partial insurrection of the negroes took 

wlace in Virginia about the beginning of the 
vear, but it was discovered in time, some of 
the conspirators taken, and the rest dispersed 
in the woods. 

The anil of North Carolina has 
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granted 30,000 dollars for building a College 
in Columbia, and 6,000 dollars a year for its 
support. 

FRENCH WEST INDIES. 

The arrival of the large armament, des- 
patched from France for the subjugation of 
St Domingo, was made known al Paris on 
the Lath instant, and the detail of its opera- 
tions has since been laid before the publie. 
The official despatches of Gen Le Clere and 
Adiniral Villaret, are dated on the 10¢h of 
February, at Cape Frarng.is. The following 
is the substance of them. 

On the 29th of January, the fleet reached 
Cape Semana, ‘The information which was 
there obtained, induced Gen Le Clerc to des- 
patch a part of his force, under Gen. Nerver- 
seau, to Santo Domingo. ‘the rest of the ar- 
mament was formed into three divisions ; one 
intended to disembark a body of troops, under 
Gen. Boudet, at Port au Prince ; and another 
to proceed with Gen. Rochambeaw’s division, 
tothe Bay of Mancenille, and attack Fort Dau- 
phine. The third was reserved to take pos- 
session, under the conduct of the Chief in 
Command, of the Cape Town. On approach- 
ing the road of the Cape, Langes, a Mulatto, 
the Port Captain, came on board the Admi- 
ral’s ship, and not only refused to pilot her, 
but declared that the Black General Cliristo- 
phe, had ordered him to give notice, that the 
Wiites would be massacred, and the town 
set on fire, the instant the squadron should 
enter the pass. 
wrote In consequence to Christophe, inclosing 
the Chief Consul’s Proclamation,* and endea- 
vouring to alarm him into measures of sub- 
mission. Christophe’s reply contained an ab- 
solute refusal to receive the army, and an in- 
flexible determination to burn the town and 
fields, and not to receive orders from any but 
Touissaint; care was taken by him to pre- 
vent the Consular Proclamation from being 
distributed. 
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A Deputation of the Inhabitants of the Cape 
then came on board, to implore the General to 
desist from his purpose of landing, as they 
would otherwise be massacred. The Gene. 
ral, however, was iixed in his resolution of 
disembarking his troops. 

Intelligence was, in the mean time, brought, 
of Gen. Rochambeau having effected a landing 
in the Bay of Mancenille, but not withont an 
obstinare resistance on the part of the Blacks, 
who exclaimed, * No Whites! no French!” 
while they fired on the boats. The French 
troops. however, made themselves masters of 
Forts Labouque and \nce, after a severe con- 
flict; and, atlast, of Fort Dauphine ; where 
orders were found, written by Gen. Christo- 
phe, to the commander of the place, desiring 
him to defend himself to the last extremity 

Gen. Leclerc, having directed Gen. Rocham- 
beau to co-operate with him, proceeded to 
debark his division several leagues from the 
Cape; with an intention of taking a circuit 
on one side of the town, behind the Mornes, 
while Gen. 2. should advance on the other 

A calm, and some other adverse circum. 
stances, having obliged the Commander in 
Chief, to postpone the execution of his pur- 
nose til) the following dav, he had to witness, 
during the night, the flames of some of the 
settlements, and the conflagration of the 
town, without being able to vield the wretch- 
ed inhabitants any assistance. 

in the morning of the 5th of February, the 
scuasdron made for the harbour, and found 
Forts, Piccollet and St Joseph abandoned, 
The troops being disembarked, soon got pos- 
session of two other forts, which had continu- 
ed to fire upon them; and proceeding on their 
march, arrived in time to save a part of Cape 
‘Town and the plains from conflagration. The 
country between Fort Dauphine and the Cape, 
was taken possession of by Gen, Rochambeau. 

A great number of houses had been destroy- 
ed at the Cape, but few, if any, massacres had 
taken place. 


* PROCLAMATION. 
The First Consul to the Inhabitants of St. Domingo. 


INHABITANTS OF ST DOMINGO, 


PARIS, Nov. 8. 


Whatever vour origin, or your colour, you are all French; you are all free, and all equal 


before God, and betore the Republic. 


France has been, like St. Domingo, a prey to factions, torn by civil and foreign wars. 
But all has changed; all people have embraced the French, and have sworn to them 
peace andamity; all the French have embraced one another also, and have sworn to be all 
friends and brothers. Come also, embrace the French, and rejoice to see again your friends, 


and your brothers of Europe 


Vhe Government sends you the Captain-General Leclerc ; he has brought with him great 
forces for protecting you against your enemies, and against the enemies of the Republic. 


it he said to you, These forces are destined to ravish from you your liberty ; answer, The Re- 
public will not permit it to be taken away from us. 


Rally around the Captain-General. 
you around him. 


He brings you abundance and peace. Rally all of 
Whoever shall dare to separate himself from the Captain-General, will be 2 


traitor to his country, and the indignation of the Republic will devour him, as the fire de- 
yours vour dried canes. 

Done st Paris,in the Palace of the Government, the 17th Brumaire, (Nov. 8,) year 10 of the 
The First Consul, (Signed) 
By tle First Consul, 
The Secret. of Etate, (Signed) u. Bp. MARET- 


French Republic, 


BONAPARTE. 
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Nothing had been learnt of the expedition 
to Santo Domingo, and Aux Cayes; nor any 
details received of the transactions at the 
Mole, or Port au Prince 

Gen Leclerc states his having already em- 
bodied 12,000 black soldiers 

He had sent Toussaint his children, with a 
letier from the Chief Consul, and had given 
him to understand that he would receive his 
submission, Toussaint, however, had shewn 
po dis osition to accept the offer. The Com. 
mauder in Chief speaks very confidently of the 

speedy reductien of the island. 

Previous to these very important occurren- 
ces,a Treaty had been concluded with Vous- 
saint, by the Lieutenant Governor of Jumaica, 
on the morning of the day on which the latter 
received advice of the signing of the Prelimi- 
naries of Peace Gen. Nugent, in conse- 
quence, sent to acquaint Toussaint’s agents 
of the circumstance, which rendered void the 
Convention ; and intimated a wish that they 
should immediately leave Jamaica, announc- 
ing, that he had recalled the British Resident 
at Cape Francois. 

the talents and capacity of Toussaint, as 
well as his moral character, are exhibited to 
cousiderable advantage, in a proclamation 
which he published about two months before 
the arrival of the French armament. After 
stating therein the services he had rendered 
to his country, both in war and peace; the 
justice he had uniformly administered; the 
humanity and forbearance, with which he had 
acted towards his enemies; the pains he had 
taken to repress vice, and to promote the 
prosperity of the colony; and the strict disci- 
pline and order, which, by means of the prin- 
ciple of emulation, he had introduced into the 
army ;—he adverts to the endeavours he had 
used to form Gen. Moyse, (the person who 
had headed the late insurrection against his 
authority) to similar sentiments. 1 explain- 
ed to him the holy maxims of our religion,” 
says he, ‘proved to him that man ts nothing 
without the power and will of God; that the 
Juties of a Christian ought never to be neg- 
lected; that when a man dares to brave Pro. 
idence, he ought to look forward to a dread- 
fulend, But instead of hearing these fatherly 
counsels, he would follow no guide but hts 
passions, and he has perished miserably. Such 
is the lot reserved for all who would imitate 
him. ‘he justice of Heaven is slow, but it is 

certain; and, sooner or later, it strikes the 
guilty with the violence of the thunderbolt.” 
He then proceeds to point cut to parents the 
obligation to train up their children za the fear 
of God, always regarding religion as the basis of 
all the virtues, and the foundation of social a 
biness : accuses them of negligence in this re 
spect; and remonstrates with them on the 
dangers likely to arise from the idleness, li- 
centiousness, and crimes, which were the na- 
‘ural fruits of ignorance and irreligion. The 
idle and dissipated, he recommends it to ma- 
gistrates to repress with inexorable severity, 
is the scourges of society, unless constrained 


Christ. Obsery. No. &. 
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to become useful ; and he requires them also, 
on pain of the public indignation, ns rid the 
different towns of all those women who live by 
prostitution, 

“The most sacred of all institutions,” he 
adds, “is marriage. Hence a wise govern- 
ment ought to crown good house-keeping with 
honour. It ought never to desist, tilit has 
extirpated the last roots of immorality. ‘The 
military commanders, and public functiona- 
ries, who have wives of their own, and yet re- 
tain concubines; or who, being unmarried, 
live publicly with a variety of women, are un- 
worthy of cor. sand. —T hey shall be dismiss- 

ed.’ “In fine, every man living in the colony, 
owes his fellow: citizens a good example. No 
one, under any pretence whatever, ought to 
be excused from the labour of which he i is Ca- 
pable. Creole parents, having property, ought 
to reside there, to work, to make their children 
work, and, in the intervals of repose, to in- 
struct them themselves, or employ a teacher 
to instruct them, in the precepts of religion ; 
to inspire them with an abhorrence of vice, to 
explain to them the Commandments of God, 
to engrave their principles in their hearts ina 
maunner never to be effaced, and to imprint on 
them also this truth, that as idleness is the 
mother of all vices, 30 labour is the father of 
all virtues.” 

“Such are the proper means to form useful 
and respectable citizens, to render this colony 
the happiest country in the world, and to ban- 
ish forever such horrible events, as remain, 
never to be effaced, in our memory.” 

In the month of January, a fresh insurrec- 
tion broke out tin Guad: loupe, which extended 
generally to all the Blacks in the island; and 
in which all the Whites are said to have been 
massacred. This event has excited great 
Slarm in the English islands. 

ENGLISH WEST INDIES. - 

Letters have been received from Grenada, 
dated the 17th of January, which communi- 
cate the intelligence, that ‘the spirit of insur- 
rection amongst the Blacks, has lately burst 
into action at Grenada; but, owing to the 
prompt measures of the government, the in- 
surgents were surrounded, many of them were 
made prisoners, and some of the principals 
were executed, 

An insurrection has been also discovered in 
Tobago. The whole of the Negroes in the 
island were involved in the plan, which was 
to murder cli the Whites, and to plu nder the 
houses of all the arms and ammunition. 

Many of our readers will probably have an- 
ticipated the remarks, we feel it our duty to 
make, upon the evenis which have lately pass- 
ed in the West Indian Islands. Horrid as 
these are in the bare recital, they probably 
fall far below the miseries which menace that 
devoted quarter of the globe. We feeino sur- 
prise indeed, in contemplating either the re- 
cent occurrences in St. Domingo, or the-move- 
ments which have taken place in the other is!- 
ands. ‘The justice of Heaven,” to use the 

energetic, but perhaps misplaced language of 
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the Negro Chief, “though slow, is certain ; 
and sooner or later, it will strike the guiity 
with the violence of the thunderbolt” But 
hat which excites our surprise, is the little 
jess than judicislinfatuation, which, under ex 
isting circumstances, prevents West bndinee 
from discontinuing the annual importation of 
from jorty to sixty thousand Africans into the 
British colonies. ‘Their toily and madness in 
this procedure, can only be equalled by ins, 
who, though anxious to prescive lus dwelling 
from the flames, which have already begun to 
devour the contiguous building, sheuid em- 
ploy himseif in storing every apartment with 
combustible materials Are Westindians so 
warped by prejudice and passion, as not to per- 
ceive this? We trust, thatif they are, govern- 
meni, in its wisdom and moderation, will net 
only appreciate the extent of the danger, but 
provide an adequate remedy, by pretubiing 
the importation of African slaves into our tsl- 
ands, until, at least, the issue of the present 
erisis as been ascertained. Such a measure 
must be acknowledged by all unprejudiced 
| , to be both prudent and politic. For 
Whatis the just object of our dread, at the 
present Moment, in that quarter? is it not an 
excessive negro population! Why then in- 
ercase this evil, by the continual infiux of men, 


person 


Whose sense of recent injury, whose yet un- 
ta cc savegeness of manners, whose lively re- 


coiiectuon of native freedom, and whose horror 
of that state on which they are entering, un- 
ditatnisued by the experience of any of tha 
kindness on the part of their masiers, which 
ma.y who have resided long in the islands, it 
is tileged, and we are wily. g to concede, may 
have felt, will stimulate them, as soon as the 
siguai of insurrection 1s given, to acts of more 
thas ordinary daring, and of more than ordi- 
nay ferocity? 

We have heard it reperted, that our go- 
veimiment means to assist the Trench, in sub- 
jugating them revolted colonies ; but we trust 
tia Lep. rt has no toundation, except in the 
misguided hopes of a few sanguine, but short 
siguied individuals. The necessary result of 

volicy, must be 5 inevitable ruin of 
Our possessions in that quarter. 
Wise miterest would ¢ ther rise lead lim to 
neutrality, by care full y abstaining 
row crery action caiculated to create 
cron, would “ten conceive himself driven. ta 
provide cmployment for the British force, bv 
despatching 
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» his cmissaries to every corner of 
ti: Bi int islands, to preach the salutary dccs- 
insurrection. But the subject is far 

Lich SVE our present limits We 
ciore, only remark, that ifthe West 
oui unmoved by such considera- 
‘ere produced; if they will per- 
ric ruinous line of policy which 
plhing to government, to 
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formidable rival to our commerce is created ; 

if they will continue to preter the vain gratifi- 
cation of mortifying the hopes of Abohtionists, 
to the solid advantares arising from security ; 

what inference can the Christian Obecrver 
draw from their conduct, but that, being mark. 
ed out jor destruction, they are themselves, 
through the power of a f: atal delusion, made 

the instruments of it? 

Duos Deus vuit periere, prius dementat. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

THe Londen Gazette of the 20th of February, 
contains an account of the Capture of the 
French National trigate, La Chifionne, of for- 
ty-two guns, and two hundred and fifty men, 
by lis Majesty’s ship La Sybille, Captain Ad- 
am, on the 19th of August, at the Seychelles, 
after a spirited conflict of nineteen minutes. 
It also mentions the gallant behaviour of Cap. 
tain Adam, in boldly pushing into the harbour 
under French colours, notwithstanding the 
narrowness of its entrance, and other natural 
difficulties, until he came within half a musket 
shot of the enemy, who was moored across, 
and defended by a battery of four twelve- 
pounders on shore, from which red-hot shot 
were fired during the action; fortunately none 

of them touched La Sybille. Our joss, one 
man killed, two wounded; that of the enemy, 
twenty-three killed, thirty wounded 
the crew of La Chiilonne, escaped on shore, 
It appears that this frigate sailed from Mantz 
the 14th of April, with convicts, to the num- 
ber of thirty-two, under sentence of banish- 
ment, for being concerned in an attempt on 
the life of Bonaparte. 

The succeeding Gazette contains a detail of 
the proceedings of the Chance, private Ship 
of War, fitted out from the Cape of Good 
Hope,commanded by Mr Wiiliam White, and 
mouning sixteen guns, twelve and six poun- 
ders, and fifty pen Onthe 19th of Aurust, 
near the Island of St. pening the Coast 
of Peru, Captain White fell in with, and close- 
ly engaged for about an hour and a half, a 
Spanisi: ship, called the Amiable Maria, of 
about six hundred tons, mounting fourteen 
eichteen, twelve, and nine pounders. 
Boarding was then attempted, which ended, 
alter a desperate conflict, first on the upper 
and then on the lower deck, in putting bim in 
possession of the Spamard, whose loss was 
twenty-tive killed and twenty-eight wounded; 
that ef the Chance, one man killed and five 
wounded, 

On the 24th of September, Captain W. en- 
countered a large Spanish Man of War brig; 

called Limeno, mounting eighteen long six 
pounders, and one hundred and forty men, 
sent from Guiaquil, for the express purpose of 
taking the Chance, which he captured, after a 
severe action, yard arm and yard arm, of 
about three hours. The Chance had two meh 
killed and one wounded; the enemy fourteen 
killed and seven wounded ‘he Captains 0° 
both the Spanish ships were killed. 
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PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT. 
Tuesday, Oct. 29, 1801. 

This day His Majesty opened the Session 
with the following most Gracious Speech from 
the Throne : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, that 
the important Negotiations in which I was en- 
gaged at the close of the last Session of Par- 
liament, are brought to a favourable conclusion. 
The diilerences with the Northern Powers 
liave been adjusted by a Convention with’‘the 


Emperor of Russia, to which the Kings of 


Denmark and Sweden have expressed their 
readiness to accede. ‘The essential Rights for 
which we contended, are thereby secured, and 
provision is made, that the exercise of them 
shall be attended with as little molestation as 
possible to the Subjects of the Contracting 
Parties. 

Prchminaries of Peace have also been rati- 
fied between Me and the Frenci: Republic; 

nd TP trust that this important Arrangement, 
whilst it manifests the Justice and Moderation 
t My Views, will also be found conducive to 
‘lie substantial Interests of this Country, afid 
honourable to the British Character. 

Copies of these Papers shat! be forthwith 
laid before you, and 1 earnestly hope that the 
fransactions to which they refer, will meet 
with the Approbation of My Parliament. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

i have directed such Lstimates to be prepar- 
ed for the various demands of the Public Ser- 
vice, as appear to Me to be best adapted to 
the situation in which we are now placed, It 
is painful to Me to reflect, that provision can- 
not be made for defraying the Expenses which 
must unavoidably be continued for a time, in 
different parts of the world, aid for maintain- 
ing an adequate Peace Establishment, without 
large additional Supplies. You may however 
be assured, that all possible attention shall be 
naid to such economical arrangements, as may 
not be inconsistent with the great object of 
elleetually providing for the security of all My 
Dominions, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I cannot sufficiently describe the Gratifica- 
tion and Comfort # derive from the Relief 
which the Bounty of Divine Providence has 
atiorded to My People, by the abundant pro- 
duce of the late Harvest In contemplating 
the Situation of the Country at this important 
: onjuncture, it is 1m; iossible for me to refrain 

irom expressing the deep sense I entertain of 
the Pemper and Fortitude which have been 
manifested by all descriptions of my Faithful 
Subjects, under the various and complicated 
difficulties with which they have had to con- 
tend. The distinguished Vaiour and eminent 
Services of My Forces by Sea and Land, which 
at no Period have been surpassed, the unpre- 
cedented exertions of the Militia and Fencibles, 
and the Zeai and Perseverance of the Yeoman- 
ry and Volunteer Corps of Cavalry and Infantry, 
are entitled to Mv warmest Acknowledgements : 


a? 
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—And I am persuaded that you will join with 
Me, in reflecting with peculiar Satisfaction on 
the Naval and Military Operations of the last 
Campaign, and on the successful and glorious 
Issue of the Expedition to Egypt, which has 
been marked throughout by Atchievements, 
tending in their Consequences, and by their 
Example, to produce lasung Advantage and 
Honour to this Country. Itis My first Wish 
and most fervent Prayer, that My People may 
experience the Reward they have so well 


merited, in a full enjoyment of the Blessings of 


Peace,in aprogiessive Increase of the National 
Commerce, Credit, and Resources, and above 
all, in the undisturbed Possession of their Ke- 
ligion, Laws, and Liberties, under the Safe- 
guard aud Protection of that Constitution, 
which it has been the great Object of all Our 
Efforts to preserve, and which it is Gur most 
sacred Duty to transmit unimpaired to Our 
Descendants. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Lorp Bouron moved the Address, which 
Was as usual an echo to the Speech, and was 
seconded by Lord Lifford 

The Duxe or BEpForp rose, he said, with 
no intention to disturb the harmony which he 
perceived was likely to prevail, but to express 
his hearty concurreice in the sentiments of 
tlie Address He was however of opinion, that 
a more fit time for making Peace might have 
been found at a much earlier period of the 
War; but no blame was, on this account, to be 
imputed to the present Ministers. 

The Address was agreed to nem. dis. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS 
orp Lovatne moved the Address, which 
was seconded by Colonel Woedhouse. 

Mr. Fox expressed his decided approbation 
of the Address. We heartily joined in the 
general joy to which the Peace Hind given rise. 

Mr Pir rejoiced in the unanimity which 
was like to prevail He highly approved both 
of the Peace with France and of the C sonven- 
tion with the powers of the North; expressed 
his thanks to the Ministers who had effected 
these great objects; and concluded with an 
eulogium on the vatour of the navy and army, 
and on the fortitude and lovalty of the nation at 
large, 

Mir. Winpuam differed from the two gen- 
tlemen who spoke last in approbation of the 
Peace. He observed that by the indiscriminate 
surrender of our conquests, we had thrown 
out of our hands the only means of counter- 
balancing the enormous aggrandizement of 
France; but concluded with saving, that there 
might possibly exist some unknown uid irre- 
sistible necessity, which had induced his Via- 
jesty’s Ministers to submit to the terms of the 
Treaty, and that the nation ought to thank, in- 
stead of censuring them for the measure they 
had adopted. 

Mr AppincrTon, the Chancellor of the 
Excequer, denied that the preserving of our 
conquests, and the extension of ourcolonialsys= 
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said he thought that the questions proposed 


tem, was the most effectual way to counterba- 
lance the aggrandizement of France; but that 
it was inthe preservation of our constitution, 
in our capital and industry, that we were to 
jook for our mcans of future defence. * As 
to necessity,” @aid he, © 1 < disclaim it, sir. I 
will be no party to any such plea.” 

Mr SH#ertDan Suid that to the Address as 
it now stood he had no objection. He diflered 
from those who called the Peace honourable 
and glorious, and still more trom those, who 
thought it inexpedient to Make any peace at 
all. ft w asa Peace of whicu every man was 
glad, but of which no man covld possibly be 
proud. 

Eart Temric begged that in voting for 
the Address, he might by no means be under- 
stood as giving his approbation tothe Prelimi- 
naries of Peace, 

The Address was carried nem. con. 

Frida y, Oct. SO. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Lorp Penna, Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, lad be ‘fore the House the 
Convention with Russia signed at Petersburgh 
on the Sth of June, and the Preliminary Treaty 
of Peace with France signed at London on the 
1st of October 

Lorp Grenvilre expressed his wish to 
obtain some e ‘xplanationof those articles, which 
related to the Zutegrity of our allies, particwarly 
of the clause respecting the integrity of Portu- 

gal. whether it was meant to preserve that 
pow cr : it stood defore the war, or, at the Date 
of the Preliminar see. 

Le RD Penuas declined entering into any 
eNplanation on th e eres ‘ct until the Prelimina- 
ries themsclyes should become the question 
before the House. 

Unon the motion of Lorpo St Vincenrt, 
Pirst t.ord ofthe Admiralty, seconded by Lord 





rt 


Netson, the unanimous Thanks of the House 
were given to Rear Admiral Sir James Sau- 


marez, “for his gallant and spirited conduct 


in the action wth me united fleets of France 


and sain, off Gibraliar, in which he had de- 
stroved two — hh men of war, and taken a 
ship bet longed ; a Sea Ce, a], ike votes were 
passed ip honour of Captains Hood and Keates, 
and such of the Giicers as pemcipally distin- 
guished (semsclres, and of the Seamen and 
Marines ier Sir James Saumare z, in the 


two Engsscments in the Bay cf Algesiras and 
off Gibraltar. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Votes of Thasks, similar to those this day 
passed by the Lords, were passed in the Com- 
Mors 

Lorp HAwKespury, Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, having laid be fore the House 
copies of the Convention with Russia, and of 
the Preliminaries of Peace with France, moved 
that the latter be taken into consideration on 
T vite and the former on Friday next. 

Mr Grey having made inquiries similar to 
those of Lord Grenyille, Lord Hawkesbury 


{ Historical, 


were unusual and irregular, and therefore he 
ceclined at present to enter into any explana 
tion. 
Monday, Nov. 2, 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Mr. Wutrsrean wished to be informed if 
any communication had been made to Holland 
aid Spain, relative to that cession of a part of 
their territory, which had been agreed upon in 
the Preliminary Treaty with France. 

Loro Hawkessury answered, that the 
Preliminary ‘Treaty certainly was agreed on 
without any participation, on the part of either 
Holland or Spain; but that France was con- 
sidered as capable of acting for them as well 
as herself His Lordship said, that as he was 
now up, he would answer two questions put 
on a former dav, by Mr Grey, relative to the 
Sixth Article of the Preliminaries. The mean- 
ing of that Article was, that the territories and 
possessions of her Faithful Majesty should be 
maintained entire as settled by the Treaty of 
Badjados. With respect to the admission of 
manufactures of other countries into the coun- 
tries of Portugal, upon the same footing as 
those of England, he could only observe, that 
the preference now given by each country was 
reciprocal; and that, if Portugal admitted the 
woollens of other nations to be imported upon 
terms, heretofore enjoyed exclusively by us, 
we should be at liberty to place all other wines 
upon a feeting with those of Portugal. 





On the Sd of November the day on which 
the Preliminaries of Peace were discussed in 


both Houses, Lord Grenville, in the House of 


Lords, asked for pre vious information, respect- 
ing the siate, in which our Treaty with France 
had left the ‘territorial and commercial inde- 
pendence of Portugal. Lord Pelham answer- 
ed that as to commerce, Portugal was still at 
liberty to treat with this country; and that re- 
spectins the boundaries of her territory, it was 
pen a from and after the Treaty conclud- 
ed on the 29th of September 1801. The for. 
mer Lord not being satisfied with this expla- 
ation relative to commerce, he, after some 
opposition from Lords Hobart and Thuriow, 
made a motion for the production of Papers 
relating thereto, which was supported by Lords 
Spencer and Caernarvon, who contended, that 
it was mMconsistent with propriety and candour 
to call on the House at once to plunge into the 
discussion of a matter on which they did not 
possess the necessary information. After some 
further conversation it was, however, agreed 
to enter on the Order of the Day. 

The Address of Thanks was moved by Lord 
Romney, and seconded by Lord Limerick. It 
was opposed by Lords Spencer, Grenville, 
Warwick, Fitzwilliam, the Bishop of Roches- 
ter, and Lord Caernarvon; and was supported 
by the Dukes of Clarence ‘and Bedford, Lords 
Westmeath, Pelham, Hobart, Rawdon, Mul- 
grave, Westmoreland, the Lord Chancellor, 
and the Bishop of Londen, ‘The House dic 
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not rise till a very late hour in the morning ; 


the speeches were long and animated : that of 


Lord Grenville on one side, and of the Lord 
Chancellor, on the other, displayed such know- 
ledge, and eloquence, as have seldom been 
witnessed even by the august assembly, in 
which those speeches were delivered. Upon 
the division there appeared, Contents 94,Prox- 
ies 20. Non-contents 10 —The Non-contents were, 
the Marquis of Buckingham, Earls Pembroke, 
Warwick, Fitzwilliam, Radnor, Spencer, and 
Caernarvon, Lords Grenville and Gwydir, and 
the Bishop of Rochester. , 

In the Commons, on the same day, and on 
the same question, the Address was moved 
by Sir Edmund Hartop, and seconded by Mr, 
Lee, member for Dungarvon in Ireland. 

The Address was supported by Lord 
Hawkesbury, Mr. Banks, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, 
Lord Castlereagh, and Mr. Addington; and 
was opposed by Mr. fhomas Grenville, Lord 
Temple, Lord Folkestone, Dr. Lawrence, and 
Mr. Windham. No division took place —The 
speech of Lord Hawkesbury which was very 
long and very able, contained some statements 
conveying great information, amongst which 
was the following, presenting a comparative 
view of our commerce upon an average of the 
three last vears of Peace, and the three last 
vears of War. His Lordship said that by the 
paper which he held in his hand, it appeared 
that the value of exports of British plantation 
for three years preceding this war, was 
2,185.000/ For three years of this War, 
3,561,000/ —Colonial produce for the same 
time for Peace 3,877,000 During war, 
5,101,000/—Exst india imports for three 
years of Peace, 5,163,000/ For the same pe- 
riod of War, 5.617,000/—Exports of British 
manufactures to America, three years of 
Peace, 3,694,000/. For the same period of 
War, 6,232,000/.—British manufactures, &c 
to our colonies for three years of Peace, 
747,0002. War in the same period, 1,224,000/. 
sritish manufactures exported to the Conti- 
nent of Europe, 1,530,000/. War, 2,145,000/. 

On the Report of the Address Mr. Wind- 
ham and Dr Lawrence, Mr. C. Wynn, and 
Mr. Elliot, delivered their sentiments in oppo- 
sition to the Preliminaries of Peace. The Se- 
cretary of War, Mr. Wilberforce, and several 
other members, spoke in defence of them; 
after which the Address was passed without 
a division. 

On the 12th of November, both houses gare 
their unanimous Thanks to General Sir John 
Heley Hutchinson, to Admiral Lord Keith, to 
Admirals Rainer, Blanket, Bickerton, and 
Warren, and to the officers, soldiers, sailors, 
and marines, under their command, in, and on 
the coast of Egypt. 

_ The Convention with Russia was the sub- 
ject of discussion, in both Houses, on the 13th 
of November. The principal speakers, in the 
Lords, were Lord Grenville and the Lord 
Chancellor. The former delivered a speech 
of great length, and ability, the chief object 
of which was, to convince their Lordships of 
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the perplexity, and even danger, that must in- 
evitably arise from the wording, and the terms, 
of the Convention, as it now stood, and to pre- 
vail on his Majesty’s Ministers to adopt such 
new arrangements as might, before it was too 
late, prevent the evils he dreaded. 

The Lord Chancellor made an able reply, 
though he rose under an embarrassment which 
he was not ashamed to acknowledge. 

The Address of Thanks to the Throne pas- 
sed without a division, as it also did in the 
Commons. 

in the House of Commons, on the 21st of 
December, Mr. Windham wished to know, 
whether, in the progress of the pending nego- 
tiations with France, any definitive arrange- 
ments had been settled, relative to the inte- 
prity of Portugal. It was well known, he 
said, that previously to our having formed the 
preliminary treaty with France, France had, 
unknown to us, formed another treaty with Por- 
tugal, by the operation of which the stipula- 
tions contained in our treaty, in favour of the 
latter, would be rendered completely nugato- 
ry; were this suffered to pass, we must be con- 
sidered as submitting to a most scandalous 
fraud) = Mr.Addington (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) replied, that he had no hesitation 
to declare, that his Majesty’s ministers had 
every authority, short of actual and definitive 
signatures, torely that the treaty of Badajos 
was to be considered, on all sides, as the basis 
of definitive arrangement with regard to Por- 
tural, and that the treaty of Madrid was to be 
annulled. 

nthe 28th of December, in the House of 
Commons, Mr. Vhomas Grenville expressed his 
apprehension,that the Noble Lord atthe head 
of the foreign department, would be induced 
to lower his tone, in the pending negotiation, 
and that much worse terms would be obtain- 
ed, in consequence of his Majesty’s Ministers 
having suffered Bonaparte to send out, into the 
neighbourhood of our valuable and vulnerable 
colonies, so considerable an armament, as that 
which was well understood to have lately sail- 
ed from the harbour of Brest; and he wished 
to know, if Ministers possessed any consola- 
tory information on that alarming subject. ‘The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer declined enter- 
ing into any explanation as to the sailing of 
the armament, or the precautions which we 
had adopted relative thereto; but assured the 
Honourable Gentleman, that the circumstance 
would not induce the Noble Lord (Hawkes- 
bury) to lower his tone in the pending nego- 
tiation. 





COURT OF CHANCERY, MARCH 4, 

In the cause of the University of Cambridge, 
and Messrs. W. J. and J. Richardson, Book- 
sellers, in London, respecting an Injunction 
restraining the sale of .certain Bibles and 
Common Prayer Books, printed by the King’s 
Printer in Scotland, the Lord Chancellor lias 
given judgment. His Lordship was of opin- 
ion, that there was that species of right and 
probable title vested with the University, 
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which authorized him to grant an Injunction, 
till the issue should go to a jury; consequently 
the Injunction was confirmed His Lordship, 
in answer to a question put by Mr Plomer, 
observed, that the injunction would not pre- 
vent the Booksellers from exporting Scottish 
sibles to foreign countries, though it would 
restrain the sale of them in this country. ‘They 
might also be brougit to London, for the pur- 
pose of immediate exportation. 


IN THE EXCHEQUER. 

The Attorney General v. Fobn Gregory. 

Beters the Lord Chief Baron and a Special Jury. 
Vhe Counsel on the part of the Crown, 
stated to the Court and Jury, that this prose- 
cution was commenced by order of his Ma- 
jesty’s Commissioners of the Stamp Duties, to 
‘recover of the Defendant penalties to the 
amount of 900/,, for a too common and injurt- 
ous fraud upon the revenue, of giving receipts 
upon unstamped paper. One mode amongst 
others adopted by the Defendant tn giving re- 
"eeipts, was what is too commonly used by 
most tradesmen at the foot of their shop bills 
for goods; viz. writing the word * cash” op- 
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posite the sum paid. But he had recourse to 
another ingemous device, which he supposed 
would secure himself from any penalty, if his 
customers were satisfied to accept such re- 
ceipts ; viz by writing * the day of the nionth 
and the year” on which the money was paid, 
and the letters “4 B.C.” at the foot of the 
bills of parcels which he delivered to his 
customers, as a discharge for the sum paid, 
These facts being proved, his Counsel said, 
the cuse was so fully made out, that he would 
not trouble his Lordship, and the Gentlemen 
of the Jury, and requested the Counsel for the 
Crown to accept a verdict for such penalties 
as would be a lesson to the Defendant in fu- 
ture, and others guilty of similar practices It 


was therefore agreed under the direction of 


the Chief Baron, to take a verdict for penal- 
tics to the amount of 160/ which, his Lord. 
ship said, he hoped would operate as a cau. 
tion to others, who were inthe habit of de- 
trauding the receipt duty; and he trusted they 
would not in future, subject themselves to 
such heavy penalties for so trifling a sum, and 
which moreover they have a right by law, to 
charge to their customers. 
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This morning one of the Secretaries of the Marquis Cornwallis arrived in 


fown, bearing the Derinirive Treaty of Peace, which was signed at Amiens on the 


ith instant, sa his Majesty’s heldintemian, 


the Batavian Kepublic. 


and the Plenipotentiaries of France, Spain, and 


V. OBITUARY. 


Tn the 107th year of her age, at Penzance, 

Cornwail, Mrs. Sarnry Hitt, a widow la- 
dv. She was daughter of General Ingoldsby, 
who nobly distinguished himelf, under the 
Duke of Marlborough, at the battle of Blen- 
homme, 

Aged 103, at Sahurs, in the Department of 
the Lower Scine » Marre Buioc ;—aged 102, 
at Carnevinuc ke Downshire, Davip JamMt- 
son; who both retained the use of their fa- 
culties to the last. 

Aged 101, at Amsterdam, Tfexry Kuos. 

In her 100th vear, in the Parish of St: Mary 
the Great, Cambridge, Saran Browne. She 
had not cpoke for two years, except about two 
hours before her death, when she recovered 
the use of her speech. 

Aged 99, at Clipsham, Rutlandshire, Mrs. 
Saran Berrice, whose death originated in 
a scratch on the band by a pin, which, being 
ne glected, festered, and ultimately proved fa 
tal. 

Aged 99, at Warton, near Lancaster, THo- 
“45 LAWRENSON 

In his 99th vear, at Glenrinnes, 
Mr Won. STUART. 

In his 98th year, in Whiteciay Dale, near 
Rochdale, Joun Fie_prnxc; leaving a bro- 


Scotland, 


ther aged 96, and a sister in her 95d yeat 
Four years since, another sister died, aged 96; 
and their father, Nicholas Fielding, died in his 
10ist year. The father and sons had been 
emploved as shepherds 

Aced 96 Mr. Joun Pricmore, of Witham, 
who could read the smallest print to the day 
of his death. 

At Whitworth, W. Taytor, called tle 
Wuirwortu Docror; a farrier, who, with 
his brother of the same profession, acquired 
such skill as bone-setters, and so much fame 
by cheapness and singularity of prescription, 
that thousands of patients from all parts flock« 
ed to them They have frequently bled 
hundred persons on a Sunday, and have been 
known to purchase from their Druggist a ton 
of Glauber’s Salts at one time. 

The Right Hon Jouw Firzcispon, Earl 
of Crane, I Lord High Chanceilor of Ireland. 
He died of an hoemor? hage, on Thursday, 28th 
Jan at his house in Ely-place, Dublin, after a 
lingering and painful illness. His Lordship 
had never recovered the severe accident thet 
befel him last summer in Hyde Park. 

At Cadhay, near Ottery, Devon, the Right 
Hon. Lorp Graves, of Thankes, in the coun- 
ty of Cornwall, Admiral of the White 
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At his house at Twickenham, 2d Feb in his 
89th year, the Right Hon. Lorp Menpip. 
His Lordship was the oldest political ciarac- 
ter of his day, and a man of great ability and 
learning 

At Richmond, Surry, in the 71st year of his 
age, Joun Moore, M. D. Author of many 
well known productions 

At an advanced age, the Rev. ALEXANDER 


Geppves, LL. D., whose new translation of 


the Holy Scriptures, of which part only has 
been yet published, is conducted in a daring 
and licentious spirit of criticism, 

; Ws. Jouuirre, Esq M. P. for Petersfield, 
walking in a field adjoining his house, at 
Mitcham in Surry, where a number of labour- 

ers were employed upon some unprovements 
he was making, fell into a pit, broke the spine 
of his back, and fractured his skull in several 
places. He lay a short time in that situation; 

but assistance being near, he was conveyed to 
his house, where he languished a few days, 
and then expired 

On Sunday, 28th February, as the Rev. Mr. 
Suite, Rector of St. Michaei’s, Winchester, 
and one of the Minor Canons of that city, was 
performing his afternoon cuty in the Cathe- 
dral, and “had just read the text of his Ser- 
mon, suddenly liis voice faultered, and he fell 
back lifeless. He was immediately taken 
home, but every endeavour to restore him 
proved ine -ffectual. 

Miss WitkeEs, the daughter of the cele- 
brated John Wilkes, Esq invited a party to 
her house, the corner of South Audley-Street, 
Grosvenor Square; but in the afternoon she 
was sucdenly taken ill, and at one o’clock she 
expired 

As the Grand Guard was parading in front 

f the Government House at Plymouth, the 
venerable Major La Rocue, of the East Ke- 
“iment of Devon Militia, feli down in a fit of 
apoplexy, in front of the line, and expired 
instantly. He was 82 years of age, and had 
been 44. peers in the regiment 

March 2, died at Woburn Abbey, Bedford. 
shire, in the 37th year of his age, Francis, 
Duke or Beprorp. His disorder was a 
stranguled hernia, which it was found impos- 
sible to reduce by any other means U:an a sur- 
gical operation. T his ne cessary expedient 
was not however resorted to, (his friends per- 
suading him to wait the arrival of farther sur- 
vical aid from town) untila mortification had 
begun its fatal progress, and rendered hope- 
less every idea of relicf from human skill. 

Much having been said respecting the cha- 
racter of this Nobleman, our readers will per- 
haps expect from us some observation on the 
subject. We believe him to have possessed 
many amiable and estimable qualities ; and to 
have benefited his country, in no inconsidera- 
bie degree, by his unwearied assiduity in agri- 
cultural pursuits. In an age, indeed, in which 


attention to religious education is esteemed of 


so litthe moment in the higher ranks of socic- 
ty, and in which also infidelity has made so 
great progress, it would perhaps be unreason- 
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able to expect, that in the eulogium made on 
public characters, the qualities which distin- 
gruish and characterize the Cliristian should 
be brought particularly into notice. We were 
not therefore surprised to find, that in the 
eloquent and copious panegyric, which was 
made onthe Duke of Bedford, by Mr. Fox, in 
the House of Commons, the virtues ascribed 
by him to his political ‘and personal friend, 
were those which might belong to an age an. 
tecedent to the promulgation of Christianity. 

There was a period in the British history, 
when the deaths of our most respectable men 
of rank were usually marked by some profes. 
sion of a belief in a life to come, and of confi- 
dence in the Mediation of a Saviour. The 
new philosophy had not yet diffused itself. 
The Christian hope supported the dying Pa- 
triot; and it not only sustained, it also consol- 
ed and animatedhim. It was a refuge, both in 
pain and sickuess, and in the view of death. It 
reconciled him to separation from the dearest 
and most affectionate kindred, and it formed 
a counterpoise to werldly dishonour and de- 
gradation. “ Thave troubled you too long,” 
said Lord Strafford to his Judges, * much 
longer than I should have done; but for the 
sake of those pony pledges which a saint in 
heaven has {eft m And now, my Lords, for 
myself, I have ‘ew thought that the afflictions 
of this life are overpaid, by that eternal weight 
of glory which aw nite the Christian. Andso, 
my Lords, even so, with the utmost trangu 3. 
hty 1 submit myself to your judgment, whe- 
ther that jugment be life or death. Not my 
will, but thine, O God, be done.” I thank 
God,” said he, as he prepared himself for the 
block, “1am no way afraid of death, nor am 
daunted with any terrors ; but do as cheerful- 
ly lay down my life at this time, as ever I Jaid 
myself down when going to repose.” 

When that ancestor also of the late Duke 

{ Bedford, to whom Mr. Fox alluded as 
martyr in the cause of lberty, was about to 
die, he sent to Mr Baxter his h earty thanks 
for his book of Dving Thoughts; * which,” 
says he, * have made me better acquainted 
with the other world than I was before; and 
have not alittle contributed to my support and 
relief, and to the fitting me for what Iam to 
go through.”* 

And in his last Speech, when about to he 
executed, he thus expressed himself, ** But thie 
willof the Lord be done, into whose hands | 
commend my Spirit! anc trust thatthou, O most 
merciful Father, hast forgiven all my trans- 
eressions, and the sins of mv youth, and all 
the errors of my past life ; and that thon wiit 
not lay my secret sins and ignorances to my 
charge, but wilt graciously support me during 
that small time of life now before me, and as- 
sist me in my lust moments, and not leave me 
to be disordered by fear or any other tempta- 
tions, but make the light of thy cour tenance 





° Note, v ide Preface to Baxter's 1 a” UB Ise 
by B. Fawcett. Vide also Lady Russell’ 
Letters. 
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to shine upon me. Thou art my sun and my 
shield; and as thou supportest me by thy 
grace, so I hope thou wilt hereafter crown me 
with glory, and receive me into the fellowship 
of Angels and Saints, in that blessed inheri- 
tance purchased for me by my most merciful 
Redeemer, who is, I trust, at thy right hand, 
preparing a place for me, and is ready to re- 
ceive me, into whose hands I commend my 
Spirit !” 

We lament to see that kind of virtue grow 
out of date, which results from Christian prin- 
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ciples. It isa virtue suited to every rank. It 
is the best ornament of the Peer, and it enno- 
bles the meanest Commoner It regulates the 
private as well as the public life, and it con. 
stitutes the truest patriotism, since it includes 
every useful exertion, and effects much good, 
while it no less avoids doing any harm, by 
substituting an universal in the place of a par- 
tial morality. 

Dying unmarried, the late Duke is succeed. 
ed in his honours and estate by his brother, 
Lord Jolin Russell. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


B. T. on the late Scarcity, in our next. 
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Letter —W Aayrinc’s Thoughts on Timothy and Titus —L. R’s Hore Vectenses, No IA 
Wetiwisier’s Letter.—Thoughts on the Sabbath, which the writer is requested to fin- 
ish.—Letter from J. u.—M1nimis’s Query.—aA Review of Mrs. Wesr’s Letters to ber Son, 


will appear, if possib'e, in our next Number. 


UNDER CONSIDERATION :—Verses, by JamES.—AnonyMous Reflections on Mat xxvi.41.— 


SPECTATOR. 


The ‘ Verses written at “ Midnight,” and the ‘* Ode on the Spring,” by N_ H., cannot be ad- 
mitted.—If J. G., on ‘* Friendly Societies,” could compress his thoughts into the compass of 


a short Essay, they might be useful.—H. P. J. has our thanks for his suggestions 


His last 


communication will not exactly suit our purpese.~--C, E.on ‘the Cup of Salvation” is left 


atthe Publisher’s 
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